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AN - 
EXHORTATION | 
| TO THE 


f INHABITANTS. 


Of the Province of”: 


SOUTH. CAROLING 
To bring their Dzz.»5 to the Light of. 


CHEATET, in their own Conſcience = 


„ 


— 


Ry . Me 
— 


— — 


" 3h — — 


In which | is inſerted, 


Some Ae of the AUTHOR%. 


ExPERIENCE in the Ido AN 


Bui of n 1 

| Gon 1 commanded Light to Aline out of Darknef,. bath | O 3 
: VJ incd in cur Hearts, to give the Light of the Knowledge YN 
; of the Glery of Gov in the Face (or Appearance) of N — 

CHRIST, 2 Cor. iv. 6. v 


Je alſo belicut, and therefore ſpeak, 2 Cor. iv. 13. * 
That which we have beard, which ave hawe Jeen with our | 
Eyes — and our Hands 3 handled of the Word 7 A I 7% 


declare wwe unto you, 1 Joun 1. 1. 35 is 
-Þ UB I 1 N. 1 


Printed by Isaac Jacxs0N in Math hun, 
| N DCC LIV. 5 


„„ 


4 op 


EXHORTATITION 
2D the INHABITANTS of” 5 
S OUTE CAROLIN Sc. 


My Friends and Neighbours, 
. FTER an Abſence of near fix Years. 
from this Province (my native Country) © 
and my Arrival among you, I have 4 
enheld the Faces of many of. the Inhabitants "Xx 
whoin 1 have known, and been known to, 
ſome Years: But the Novelty of my religious 
Sentiments, and Meanneſs of my Appearance, 
has, I find, render'd me deſpicable in your 1 
Eyes; which has been obvious, when a Few” © 
of us, called Q/alens, have met to worthip 
the Supreme Being in a Manner agreeable t 
the beſt of our Underſtand ng and Knowledge: #7 
And tho' ſome perhaps may ſtile our Princ- 
pl:s * and Tenets by the hard Name of He, ey, 
and our Mode or Manner of Worſhip, ridi- 
culous or abſurd; revertheleis, we are hum- 
bly of Opinion, they are neither unſcriptieral 
nor unchriſtian, having, as we think, the 
Santtion and Authority of our Loxp Hi + 7 
ſelf, the Example of primitive Believers, and 
right Reaſon on our Side. n 
33 Co. . 
Any Perſon who deſires to be informed of the Principles 
of the raters, is referred to Robert Barclay's Apology, ſince. 
find we are oftentimes condemn'd unheard. But be that 


euſwereth a Matter before be heareth it, it is Folly and Shame 
nt bim, Prov. XVI, 13. | 2 


N | a 


e '  IS — 
: „ "2 
i 4 
% 
* 
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bs te 1 
But notwithſtanding, as I have noted, that 
I have ſuffered your Ridicule and Reproach, 


2s I am conſcious it is for no other than Obe- 


dience to the Will of my Heavenly Maſter, 

whoſe 1 am, and whom I ſerve, I am willing 
to become more vile in your Eyes; which, it 1s 
more than probable, I (fall appear, when I ex- 


= 


. - Poſe the following Lines to your Obſervation 


. 


and Cenſure. I would not have you imagine 
that any Conſideration, leſs than his Favour, 
eould have prevailed with me to have appear- 
ed thus publickly in Print, or oherwilh ; for 
could I, with any Eafe to my own Mind, have 
_ «evaded this, or been excuſed from returning 
to this Place (as lapprenhended it was require 1 
of me by the Almighty) you had never beheld 
my Face in the Province, much leſs any Per- 
/-formance of this Sort in publick. I am not 
_ inſenſible, that the Reaſon I have offered for 
writing, as well as the Subject itſelf, may pro- 
bably be conſider'd as the Production of a 
_ diftemper'd and enthuſiaſtick Brain; as it is 
poſſible, on ſuch a novel and uncommon Oc- 
caſion, as a Woman's appearing on the Be- 
half of Gon and Religion, you may (as o- 
thers have done in the like Circumſtances) be 
induced to conſider ſuch an Ons under ſome 
unaccountable Deluſion, or affected with re- 
ligious Madneſs ; and more eſpecially, as the 
Things recommended to your Conſideration, 
are offer'd by a ſimple Female of your own 
Country: Some, in this Cafe, I expect, will 
afford me a Smile of Contempt, while others 
(acted by a more generous Paſſion) pity my 
- Folly, and kindly wiſh me a Return of my 
pes Senſes: 
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1 „ 
Senſes : But however this may be, I have con- 
ſidered, that from the earlieſt Ages of Chriſti- 
anity, and indeed in all preceeding Time, 
thoſe who refuſed to conform to the Uſage and 
wicked Cuſtoms of the Age, and lived a Self- 
denying Life, Their Lives were counted 
«Madneſs by the World, and their End to 
« be without Honour: Not conſidering that 
religious Minds deſpiſe and contemn all world - 
ly Honour, and earthly Preferment, ſeeking 
has ** which comes from God, and Which 
He is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh thoſe by, who ho- 
nour Him (by walking in Conformity to his - 
Laws and Precepts) as He Himſelf declares, 
Thoſe -who honour me, I will honour ; but * 
thoſe who deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly effteemed. - 

But before I proceed to what the T itle- 
page mentions, I thall premiſe one Propoſiti- 
on, on which all I have to offer, will greatly 
depend, vx. That all Mankind have a M4. 
ſure and Manifeſtation of the Light, Spirit, or 
Grace of Gop, given them 10 profit withal, .' 
This D the univerſal Extent of the 
Grace of (GzoD, the People called Queens, 
hold in a peculiar Manner, and are diſtin= 
guiſhed by, from ſome other diſſenting Sets, 
who generally limit Go p's Gifts of his Hal | 
Spirit, or faving Means, to what they call 

The Ele; and aſſert, that the reſt of Mankind 
are (as they term it) paſſed by, or denied the; | 
Means of Salvation, being * predeſtinated 
from all Eternity to Deſtruction. , 


A However, 


k 


\ 


* To refute the Doctrine of Predeſtination, read Dector 
Wiitly on the New-Tejtament ; and his Diſcourſes on the Five 
Contreverted Points, | 


£1 


z * 


* 


f 
: 
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a EN: 
However, we ſay that this Gift of the Holy 
Spirit, or Grace of God, is beſtowed on all 
Mankind without Exception, agreeable to the 
Aſſertion of the Apoſtle Paul; The Grace of 
God, which brings Salvation, hath appeared 
70 all Men, teaching us, that denying Ungod- 
lineſs, and the WorlT's Lifts, we ſhould live 
 righteouſly, foberly and godly in this preſent 
World. But tho? all Men have received this 
Talent of Grace, or Manifeſtation of the 
Spirit of Cu RIS, all are not ſaved, as Men 
may rebel againſt, or quench the Spirit; and, 
* by fruſtrating its Motions, render it ineffec- 
tual. Under the Law it is ſaid, The Almighty | | 
gave of his good Spirit to the Jews 10 inſtrutt + 
them, bit they rebelled againſt it, Nehemiah 
ix. 20. And the Prophet 1/atah alſo tells us, 


They rebelled, and vexed Go 1 Spirit. 


And, under the Goſpel, the Apoſtle Paul cau- 
tions the Theſſolonians againſt quenching the 


Sßpirit, or extinguiſhing the Light, and hin- 


\ 


— 


dering the conſuming Force, that would de- 
ad Sin and Iniquity in the Heart, | 
| hus, according to the 'Teſtimony I have 
offered, and many I might produce, all Men 
have received a Proportion of Light and 
Grace, but all have not obzy'd its Leadings ; 
all have heard, but all have not obey'd : How- 
ever, this internal Monitor or Director, is 
ready on all Occaſions (if we will apply to t 
for Knowledge and Help) to inſtruct us in 
our Duty, and aſſiſt us in overcoming the 
Temptations of the great Adverſary of our 
Soul's Happineſs ; but we muſt diligently at- 
tend to its Voice, and not only hear, but 


* 


ſhining in a dark Place. For the Nations f 


_— 
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obey its Inſtructions, that our Souls ma) 
Irve, Cs 3 . 
But ſome have ſaid to me, Me grant that 
Chriſtians ought to walk agreeable to the 
Difates of the Spirit of CHRIST; but the |  Þ 
Quakers make the Guidance and Direction ? 
the Spirit neceſſary in trivial and indifferent 
Matters; nay, ſometimes they offer its Dictates 

as a Reaſon for many Things accounted by us 
irrational and abſurd.-—-] anſwer; With Re- 
ference to our Duty and Obedience to the 
Almighty, I conſider no Action indifferent; 
every Thing of this Nature muſt tend to ſome, #4 
Purpoſe, good or evil: And 'tis upon this 
Conſideration that we extend the Doctrine f 
the Croſs, Self denial, and perfect Obedience 
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to the Precepts of Carisr, farther than the 8 
Generality of thoſe who profeſs the Chriſtian » *? 


Name: And I take this Occaſion to ſay, my | 
principal Errand among you, is to recom. 
mend, as far as I am enabled, theie Chriſtian 
Doctrines ; fince our Lo xD Hunſelt poſitive- 

ly declares, That unleſs we take up a daily 
Croſs, (to our corrupt Wills and AfﬀeCtions) 
we cannot be his Diſciples : And farther, to 
adviſe you to a ſtrict Adherence to the Light 
or Grace of God in your own Conſciences 
or Underſtandings, as unto a more ſure Word 
of Prophecy, or perfect Director; whereunto - 
you will do well to take Heed, as unto a Light 


- 
SL ſpans 
* * 


them that are ſaved, muſt walk in this Light 
of the Lo RD. | 


* N 
. þ 2 
1 


But it may be ohjected,·¶ That many of 
the Feop le called Duaker 95 have anciently = 
Bi 5 | bore Y 
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this People, to recommend and propa 
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bore Teſtimony to thoſe Doctrines * and con- 


tinue ſo to do; then what Need of my feeble 
Teſtimony or Evidence ?” *Tis true that nu- 


merous Pens have been employed, and many 


earneſt Endeavours, and fervent Deſires of 
rate (as 
iſtance) 


far as they are enabled by divine 


thoſe Chriſtian Doctrines, which they have 


E by their own happy Experience to be 

beneficial and advantageous to themſelves; . 
and being thro? Grace made Partakers of that 
Charity or Love, which is the Bond of Per- 


fection, and the Characteriſtick of a genuine 


and real Chriſtian ; theſe, Iſay, by this Goſpel . 
Love, are excited to with well to all Man- 
kind, and, as much as in them lies, they en- 


deavour to ſerve one another in it, as the 
Apoſtle exhorts, Gal. v. 13. And their fre- 


quent Supplications aſcend to the moſt High, 
on Behalf of Mankind in general, that all 
People may come to the Knowledge of the 


Truth, as it is in IE sus, and be ſaved. And 


when our Hearts are thus entarged, both to 
Gop, and one towards another, then are our 
Mouths opened- to declare of his wonderful 
Works to the Children of Men, and ſhew 
forth his mighty Acts, which he is able and 
ready to perform, by the powerful Operation 
of hs Holy Spirit in our Hearts; in ſubduing 


every evil andinordinate Deſire and Affection, 


and bringing them under his Government, 
and into Subjection to his divine Will; 
and by ſpeaking well of his great Name, to 


invite and encourage others to com”, taſte and 


fee that the Lo RD 1s good, and to partake of 
— 1 


i 


* * 


and Self. denying Life; for as the royal P/almiſt 
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his Offer of great Salvation, no leſs than the 
Redemption of the Soul (by Jes us Curts ht I 
from the Bondage of Sin and Satan. And 
indeed the Peace that flows from, and the _* 
Promiſes annexed to, a perfect Obedience to 
the righteous Laws of Gop, are ſufheient 
Inducements to excite us to a godly, righteous, . 


greatly experienced formerly, ſo we at this 
Day experience, and ſubſcribe to this Trutbl, 
That in keeping the Commandments of Go Dd: 
there is great Reward; and that great Peace 
have they who love his Law, and nothing 
ſhall offend them: For He ſpeaks Peace to his. 
People, and to his Saints; but let them nut 
turn again to Folly, Pſalm Ixxxv. 8. Andthe 
Lo RD will ordain Peace for the Righteous,- 
for the Effet of Righteouſneſs is Peace and 
Aſſurance for ever, Iſaiah xxxu. 17. "SF. 
Agreeable to this our Lo xb tells his Dif- 


ciples, My Peace Tleave with you, my Peace I 


give unto you; not as the World giveth, but a 
Peace which paſſeth the Underſtanding of the 3 
carnal Man. And the Apoſtle Paul, to en- | 
courage and excite the Romans to the Obedi- 
ence of the Faith deliver d, and a patient Con- 
tinuance in Well-doing, tells them, Their 
Reward ſhould be, Glo;y, Honour and Peace, 
to every Man that worketh Good, to the Few _| 
firſt, and alſo to the Gentile, Rom. ii. 10. 
But, on the contrary, that thoſe who are 
contentious, and do not obey the Truth, but 
ovey Unrighteouſneſs, Their Portion will be 
Inlignation and Wraith, Tribulation and An- Þþ 
OM ; guiſp, 
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by Unbelief, be hid from your Eyes. 
| 4 | | ; Having ; 


_ guiſh, upon every Soul of Min that doth Evil. 
as there is no Peace to the Wicked; for what 
have they to do with Peace, fo long as they 
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continue in Diſobedience? Indeed the Wicked 
may, as they often do, cry Peace to them- 
ſelves, when there is no Peace, or at leaſt not 
a ſolid one; as a real and ſubſtantial Peace 
and Happineſs, can only feſult from an Ac- 


quaintance with Gov, and the Teſtimony of 


a good Conſcience : But a falſe and pollutec 
Reſt and Peace, which many are erecting to 
themſelves, will deſtroy them with a ſore De- 


G 


itruction, without timely Repentance and 
Amendment of Life; jor inſtead of this 


Peace, ihey ſhall have great Bitterneſs, Iſaiah 


xXXXVIIi. 17. 


Many and ſingular are the Adv antages and 
Privileges which I might enumerate, that at- 

tend a Life of Piety and Holineſs, no leſs than 
an Hundred-fold of Peace in our Boſoms in 

this Life, and the great and precious Promiſe 


of Life Eternal in the World to come. 


And 


as I have, by the Grace of. Gop, and thro*- 
Obedience of Faith, witneſſed in Degree this 
Peace from Go», (which is beyond the Con- 
ception of thoſe who have never enjoyed it) 1 


D 


became greatly concerned for Mankind in ge- 


neral, and in a particular Manner for the In- 


habitants of my native Country, that they 


might witneſs this Peace; and I often 


etition- 


ed the Almighty, that He would in his won- 
ted Mercy diſcover to you the Things that be- 
long to your Souls Peace, before they might, 


12 
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am .* 


„ Sat 


among you. This, and what follows, 1 am 


{ſenſible will ſound as idle and ridiculous Tales 


in the Ears of many; however, I ſhall.go on 


to tell you, that I conſider myſelf as a very -- 


feeble Inſtrument in the Cauſe of God, and 
one of the leaſt: Servants in my Maſter's 
Houſe. I have alſo conſider'd, how backward 
the Generality of People are to receive Advi 


even when it has been offered by religious, 
pious and learned Men; and that the Labours 
of ſuch have had but little Effect on the 


Minds and Conduct of many called Chri- 


ſtians; and reflecting on the greatneſs of my 


Inability, as well as the Improbability of my 


been induced to ſay, LoR D!] who will believe 
my Report, ſince ſo many have labour'd (as 1 
Vage Hot ght) in vain 2 Shall Il, g poor Female, 
1idertake for GOD? Can I preſume 10 come up 


Sorls W ſurely; rather, I befeech Thee, ap- 
pear in the Glory of thy Majefiy, and by the 


Hearts of the People, ſubdue and lay waſte the 
Room thereof eftabliſh, J beſeech Thee, the 
Lok D, whoſe Right alone it is io reign in the 
Hearts of the People, who is King of Kings, 


andLorD of Lo:ds! And farther, tho' I am 
but Duſt andAſhes, Ithus preſumed to excuſe 


myſelf; Lo R D, 1am not eloquent, neither here. 
a tfore, 
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being ſetviceable in Gop's Cauſe, I have ; 


lo bis Help againſt the great Adverſary of 


immediate Act of thy mighty Power, in the 


ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan! And in the. 


— 


Kingdom and Dominion of thy dear Son, our 1 


' Having had this Concern for ſome Tine 
on your Account, the Almighty was pleaſed⁵ 
to lay a Conſtraint upon me to declare it 
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tofore, nor ſince Thou haſt been pleaſed 10 dis 
cover thy Will to me. But to an Almighty 


Power, who doth according to his righteous 


Will, both in the Armies of Heaven, and 
among the Inhabitants of the Earth, who 


ſhall ſay, What doſt thou? And ſince He is 
| Sg to ſend by the Hand of whom He will 


end, Ino longer reſiſted his Will, but became 
obedient to his Word and Power, again 
which I had long reaſoned, and objected my 
Unfitneſs ; tho' the Apoſtle Paul informs us, 


That as many as have been baptized into 


CurisT (or with his Baptiſm of Fire and 
the Holy Ghoſt, and have witneſſed the chaffy 
Nature in them conſumed, and by this Means) 
have put on CHRIST (that then there is no 
Diſtinction or Difference among Chriſtians 
in a religious Senſe) „Here is neither Few nor 
Gentile, there is neither Bond nor Free, there is 
neither Male nor Female: For, ſays the Apoſtle, 
ye are all one in CARISsT JESUS. Thus he 


ſeems to allow our Sex the ſame Goſpel Pri- 


vileges with the reſt of Mankind. And the 
royal Prophet calls on the Female, as well as 
the Male Part of Go »'s rational Creation, to 
celebrate the Praiſe of our common Governor 
and Bene factor. Why then, ſays one, ſhould 
Woman be denied her Canticle of Praiſe in 
the general Chorus, ſince out of the Mouths 
of Babes and Sucklings Go p will ſtill ordain 
and perfect Praiſe ?” And we may further ob- 
ſerve, when the Tabernacle of the Lo R D was 
erected in the Wilderneſs, the Women, we 
are told, who were willing-hearted, brought 


their Free-will Offerings, and preſented them 


towards 


6 * 


, N F 1 » + 
= A 8 - 3 * 
4 - 2 * . . * * : 
þ 4 7 5 : 
þ * 1 
9 « — * by * 
8 . - 4 
% a 4 
* ” : : : I . "Mi . 2 
* * * 
a 
* 
, 


towards the Building, or at leaſt embelliſhing 
of this moveable Temple, which, tis ſaid, 
was a Type of the true Church militant, and 
the Tabernacle which Go p has pitched, and 
not Man, And if Females were allowed to 
aſſiſt and contribute to the Work of the Lo RD 
under the Law, why ſhould any, or the leaſt 
Eſſay towards the repa ring the Breaches in 
Go »*s Building, be rejected under the Goſpel? 3 
ſince we do not offer or "na tar any new 4 
Doctrine, nor endeavour to lay any other 
Foundation than that which is already laid, 
iz. The Revelation of the Spirit of JESUS . 
Cukis r the Righteous, in the Soul of Man, 
on which the Church of CHRIS is founded 
and built: Nor for the moral Diſorders to 
viſtble amongſt the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
do we preſcribe new or untry'd Remedies ; 
but having experienced the Virtue and Effi- 
cacy of the old, we, in great Love and Good- 
will, endeavour to perſuade you to apply 
them: For the ſame Fountain of Purgation 
is now open to Sinners, that was in Ages pait 
{et open for the Houſe of David, and Inhabi- 
tants of Feruſal-m, for Sin and for Unclean- 
neſs; for the Almighty is not only the Goo 
of the Fews, but of the Gen:7les allo. 
But to proceed; I have told you that this 
Voyage to my native Place, was undertaken 
in Purſuance of what I verily believed was the 
Will of Gop concerning me, and required 
of me by Him (I make no Doubt) as one 
amongſt the many Trials i have been exerciſed 
with, of my Faith, Love and Obedience; 
herein I believe it my Duty openly and 
B „„ - moe 


FR: RS ry, 2 
freely to confeſs Cn x is T before Men, whoſe 
operating Power on my Heart Ihad fearfully 

and cowardly endeavour'd to conceal before 
this Province; and I take this Occaſion to 
declare to you, that I am not aſhamed of the 
Goſpel of Cnx1isr, which Thave in Meaſure 
experienced to be the Power of God to Sal- 
vation to all them who believe, and continue 
to obey it; And the more numerous the 
Teſtimonies, and greater the Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, to the Efficacy of the Grace and Power 
of Gop, the more will the Truths and Evi- 
dences propoſed and produced, be ſtrengthen'd 
and corroborated. Bur ſome may poſſibly aſk, 
How I certainly know that I ain not miſ- 
taken, and that inſtead of being led by the 
„Spirit of Truth, I am not deceived by the 
„ Spirit of Error?“ To ſuch I anſwer ; I have 
one Rule to ſquare my Actions by, which 
never yet failed me, when I ap lied it; and 
that 1s, By Application to the Divine Being, 
that He would be pleaſed to preſerve me from 
Errorand Deluſion. Iexamine by his Divine 
Light and Aſſiſtance, the Motive, Deſign, 
Tendency and End of my Actions; and it | 
find nothing repugnant to, or inconſiſtent 
with the Honour of God, and Scripture Pre- 
cepts or Teſtimony, I make a rational Con- 
cluſion, that I am fafe at leaſt. And tho'! 
do not obſerve from Scripture, that it is my 
particular Duty to exhort you to yours; nor 
do I gather from thence, that I ought to de- 
clare, in this publick Manner, of the Good- 
neſs, Mercy and loving Kindneſs, of the 
Almighty, to all wha ſeek his Face and Favour 
| | 10 
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fd it there, my y to obey all Go p's 
Commands; and that the Almighty may, and 
does, lay parties Injunctions, and ſpecial 
Commands, upon his Servants, by the Divine 
Direction of his Holy EN at this Day, as 
well as in former Ages, 


fer on his immediate Followers, extends as 
well to all his ſucceeding Diſciples, VIZ. 


That he would pray the Father, and He 
will (ſays he) ſend you another Comforter, 
that may abide witz you for ever, even the We 


Spirit of 'Truth, who will guide and lead you 
into all Truth, and hew you Things to come; 


for He that dwellet with you, ſhalf be in ou; 


and this Comforter, which is the Holy G oſt, 


ſhall teach you all Things, and bring all 


Trings to your Remembrance.” 
And the Apoſtle Peter, at that memorable 
Time, when he was preaching to People ot 


various Languages, tells his Audience, firſt . 


firmly believe : And 
that the Bleſſing our LoD promiſed to con- 


— 


Truth, 3 _ Uprightneſs' : yet 1 k 4 


quoting a Paſſage from the Prophet Del, Acts 


11.38. J. fall come to paſs in the e laft (or 
Goſpel) Days, that I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your Sons and your 
Dwghters ſhall propheſy, &c. And he ſubjoins, 


Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in 


the Name of ESU s Cars r, for the Remiſſion 
of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoft - For the Promiſe is to you, and to 
your Children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the LoxD our Gop ſhall call. 
And to you, O Men, he calls, his Voice is to 
he dong of Mn, Prov. viii. 4. 
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And :we may further obſerve, That the 
Spirit of Cu RIS T was not limited to his 
immediate Diſciples, to whom it was to be 
ſent as a Comforter and Director; but He 
tells them, it ſhould appear to the World of 
Unbelievers in another Adminiſtration or 
Office, viz. That of a Reprover for Sin. For 
when CHRIST aſcended up on high, He gave 

_ to Men, yea, even 10 the Rebelltous, Eph, 
. | 
And the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Poole, in 
his Annotations, tells us, Was not, as ſome. 
imagine, confined to the Apoſtles Days, but 
that Chriſtians, in ſucceeding Ages, received 
as large Proportions of the Divine Influences 
and Gifts of the Holy Spirit as formerly.“ 
And that Females did receive theſe Gifts, 
- as well as the Men, and on proper Occaſions 
did exerciſe them, Fohn Locke, in his Para- 

phraſe on Paul's Epiſtles, aſſures us, by Proof. 
He tells us, That Gop, for Order ſake, 
Had inſtituted in the World a proper-Subor- 
dination of the weaker Sex to the ſtronger ; 
yet (ſays he) this hinder'd not but that he 
might make uſe of the weaker Sex to any 

Function, whenever he thought fit, as well 
as he did the Men.“ He ſays much more to 
the ſame Purpoſe; but I leave him to thoſe 
ho may have an opportunity and Inclination 
to read him f.:rtner on this Subject; * and 
return to illuſtrate, as well as I am able, the 
EFule o my Conduct in religious Matters. 

I am ſenſible that it is my Duty, firit and 
principally, and above all other Conſidera- 
| 2 tions, 

* Licke on 2 Corinthians 14. | 7 


to my Neighbour, I believe I am ſafe, and. 
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tions, to love, adore, honour, and obey, the 
Supreme Being; and next, I find it my Dutx 
to love my Neighbour as myſelf ; and to bz. 
ſerve to act in the ſame juſt and upright. + 
Manner in every Circumitance, that I defire 


he ſhould act in towards myſelf : Therefore, if, 


upon a Scrutiny or Examination, I find my 
Deſign or Action directly or indirectly tending. 
to the Diſhonour of GOD, or in any Shape 
injurious to my Neighbour, Lam immediately: 
inſtructed, by the inward Monitor, or Light. 
of CHRIS in my Conſcience, to decline it;, 
and if I forbear the Action, c. I believe. +» 
you will grant Iam right ſo far. Again, if L 
apprehend I am directed or commanded to- 
do any particular Thing; if, upon Trial, by 
the above Rule, it bears the Teſt, and has. 
any Tendency to promote Go ps Honour, 
Peace, Good-will, Charity and Benevolence: 


may venture to conclude that this Suggeſtion... ® 
can proceed from no other than Gop ; ſince 


it points to ſome ſmall Degree of Glory to his. 


Name and Power. And further, any Deed 
that can ſtand this Trial, cannot poſſibly have: 
its Riſe, or be excited by a diabolical Spirit; 
ſince we have our Lox D's Teſtimony to the 
Truth of this Aſſertion, That if Satan rife f} 
up agatnſt himfelf, and be divided, he cannot G 
ftand, but hath an End, Mark iii. 26. A 

But whatever Judgment may be made of 
my religious Sentiments and Conduct, it will 
be far from affecting me; my Peace and Hap- 
Pineſs in no wife depending on the Favour or 
Applauſe of Mortals, but on the Favour and. 
ST Ap. 


ſeeth not as Man ſeeth, Man judging by the 
looketh at the Heart. And tho* we are told, 


the Prophet queries, Who can know it? the 
«Almighty is pleaſed to declare, in theſe Words, 


.. 


From no ſuch evil Motive; neither have Lan 


Deſign to offend any One living; and if at any 
time 1 ſhould expreſs myſelf a little warmly, 


i . + 184 Re: Of 9% 7 3 
Approbation of Gop, by whoſe juſt and de- 
ciſive Judgment I muſt ſtand or fall; for God 
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outward Appearance only: but the Lo xp 
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The Heart is deceitful above all Things; and 


Tithe Loxp ſearch the Heart, and hy .the 
Reins; and behold he that formeth the Moun. 
tains, and createth the Spirit, He declareth 
unto Man what his Thoughts are : Even He 
that maketh the Morning Darkneſs, and tread. 
eth upon ihe. high Places of the Earth,: the 
Lord, the GOD Hofts is his Name, Amos 


= We + | „„ 58 
Further; I have thought, you may poſſibly 
imagine, that in Pride and Arrogancy of 
Heart I am come to ſee, how you fare, with 
regard to your eternal Salvation: But give 
me Leave to aſſure you, my Viſit proceeds 


fuither Views than the Peace and Satisfaction 
that flows from a Conſciouſneſs of having 
done my Duty, in coming to proclaim the 
glad Tidings of Peace and Salvation among 
you, to all who will accept of it on Go 
Terms, ix. Repentance and Amendment of Liſe. 

I have no particular Perſon in View, nor 


my Zeal is aim'd againſt Sin, and the Irregu- 
prity of People Lives in general; your Tem. 
oral, as well as- Eternal Intereſt, I wiſh as 
Mell to, as I do ro fi own. Ido not e 
| cake 
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take to addreſs you in pompous. Words, nor, 
were it in my Power, to pleaſe your Ear win 
ine Periods. The Laws of Method I know _ 
little of, therefore I dont attempt any Rule 

YL of that Sort; neither do I pre ume to offer 
any Thing new on the Subject of Religion; 
but if one.Line of my own ſhort Experience 
in the Things of, Gop, may have the leaſt 
Tendency to excite ſome to the practical Part 
of Chriſtianity, or to mend the Heart of any 
One, I have my Reward ; my honeſt Aim, as 
far as my weak Endeavour will allow, being 
the Promotion of Gop's Honour, and the 
Welfare of my Neighbour ; and, to borrow |. 
the Words & one of our Worthies, I have 


no Plot, or Deſign, but an ardent Wiſh for the 
Salvation of your Souls: And, if I may be 
allowed to uſe the Words of the great Apoſtle , 


Paul, 1 will further aſſure you, I covet no 
Perſon's Silver, Gold or Apparel. On the con- 
trary, having ſeen and lamented the divers 
and hurtful Luſts I was obnoxious to, when 
I was in Poſſeſſion of a plentiful Eſtate, and 
that they that are rich fall into many Temp- 
tations ; my Buſineſs is, to warn and caution 
you that are rich, againſt the Miſapplication 
of your Wealth. Riches attain'd lawfully, 
without Covetouſneſs, and too anxious a 
Deſire and Purſuit (which may obſtruct out 
Godly Attainments) I grant, are one of the | 
Bleſſings of Heaven, if rightly and properly 
e ; as they put us ina Capacity of pro- 
viding a neceſſary Subſiſtence for our Fami- 
lies, and doing Acts of Juſtice and Mercy to 
our Neighbour: But then we muſt remember, 
. We 
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we are only Stewards of this, as well as every 
other Gift of Gop; and that we are as culpa- 
ble in his Sight, and as accountable to his 
| Juſtice, for the Waſte and Abuſe of Wealth, 
as for the ill Uſe of any other of his Favours 
and Mercies. "RE 
Some plead for Extravagance, Vanity and 
Luxury, in the abſurd Terms of an old Pro- 
verb, that thoſe who win Gold, have a Right 
to wear it; and that they may apply their 
own Money to-what Purpoſes they pleaſe : 
Not conſidering, that all temporal Bleſſings 
are only lent us, and that we can't pro os 
call any Thing our own. And if we will but 
look about us, we ſhall ſee this. Aſſertion 
greatly proved, by obſerving the many Viciſſi- 
tudes in this one Article of Wealth. Riches, 
- metaphorically ſpeaking, take to themſelves. 
Wings, and fly away from one to another, 
and that we are as often ſnatched from them, 
as they from us; a ſignificant Inſtance of 
which we have in our Saviour's Parable of the 
rich Man, who, having laid up much Goods 
for many Years, ſottiſhly addreſſes his Soul in 
ttheſe Words, Soul, take thine Eaſe, eat, drink, 
and be me, y, Luke xii. 19. Thus being in 
this ſtupid Condition, blinded by the Gov 
of this World, he never once reflects on the 
Poſſibility of being deprived of his Idols by 
any Means whatfozver. . 1 
But now obſerve the Equity and Juſtice of 
the Almighty in his Judgments, which He 
often inflicts on thoſe who adore the Gift, but 
diſpiſe and neglect the Giver ; who receive of 
his Bounty, but fail to acknowledge it; wh 
| eat 
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eat and drink, and riſe up:to | 


play: By one 
Stroke of his Juſtice He breaks the Inchant- ' * - 
ment this Man had been held in by Satan; 
diſcovers. the Uncertainty of temporal Goods 
and Enjoyments, and the Vanity or Follyoff 
truſting and placing our: Happineſs in them; 
and, by the Word of his Power, he commands 
this poor, deluded Mortal, to reſign, not 
only his Wealth, but his very Soulf to Him 
that gave it; ſaying to him in theſe Terms, 
Thou Fool, this Night ſhall thy Soul be required 
of thee; then whoſe ſhall theſe Things be which _ 
thou haſt provided? Melancholy Situation © 
indeed: And far worſe than if his Goods hal 
been taken from him. This Man, as far as 
we may be allowed to judge by his Folly in. 
this Inſtance, muſt be in .a very unfit State 
and Condition for Heaven, where it does not 
* he had been careful to lay up any 
reaſure ; For where the Treaſure 1s, there 
will the Heart be alſo. And in our Lo RDS 
Obſervations on this unhappy Perſon's Con- 
dition, he ſubjoins, So (or in ſuch a Caſe) 7x 
he that layeth up Treaſure for himſelf, and is 
not ich towards God. 3 
But tho” I, as well as others, had received a 
Proportion or Talent of Grace in my Heart, 
for the great Purpoſes before named, yet 1 
I was not careful to improve it; and while I 
continued in neglect of my Duty, ſo long this 
Grace proved ineffectual, and in vain : But 
ee Gifts and Callings of Go are without 
tKepentance, Rom. ii. 29. for tho* many may © 
f neglect to anſwer his Call, or improve his 
Pitts, nevertheleſs the Almighty repents _ 
t | e at 
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that He hath diſpenſed and beſtow'd them; 
but graciouſly condeſcends, by his frequent 
Viſitations, either immediately, or inſtrumen- 
tally, by Mercies, or by Judgments, to awa- 
ken, perſwade, excite, or allure us to our 
Duty ; and tho? in Time paſt we believed not 
Gov, who in Effect we are ſaid to deny, when 
we worſhip him not as Gop ; yet He repents 
not that He hath called us, but repeats his 
Call to the Careleſs and Negligent ; of which 
Number I was, when the Almighty, whoſe 
Compaſſion fails not, return'd to viſit my Soul. 
In this, the happieſt Seaſon of my Life, 
when the Time was come, wherein, thro* Wl 
Mercy I obtained Mercy; and ia which the 
Moſt High vouchſafed to favour me, by 
opening my Eyes, and diſcovering to me the 
hings that belonged to the everlaſting Peace 
and Happineſs of my Soul. And at the ſame 
Time the Loxp was pleated to diſplay his 
excellent Glory, and to give me a Sight of 
the Beauty of Holineſs ; and then I could ſay, 
T have heretofore only heard of Thee by the 
Hearing of the outward Ear, But now mine 
Eye ſaw his Glory; this amazing tho? lovely 
Appearance of Gop to my Soul, cauſed me 
many a time to bow down before the Majeſty 
of Heaven, and, indeed, to abhor myſelf in 
Duſt and Athes, and frequently to mourn 
over him whom I had many times pierced and 
griev'd in his Holy Spirit, by my Vanities 
and Folly, in giving his Glory to Idols, and 
the Praiſe that was his Due, to the Imaginatr 
ons of my own Heart. n= 
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This was the firſt Days Work of the new 
Creation in my Soul; the Almighty, by the 
Word of his Power, had commanded the 
EDarkneſs to be divided from the Light, and, 
Eby this happy Medium, I continued to make 
new, and, to me, unuſual Diſcoyeries ; I ſaw 
chat I had been an Alien from the Common- 
wealth of Spiritual Iſrael, and a Stranger to 
the Covenant of Promiſe, having no Hope in 
Cnyr1sT, as Thad lived without Go p in the 
World ; and, by neglecting to give that Ho- 
nour due to his Name, I had forfeited the 
Favour of the Almighty, and that heavenly 
Paradiſe, which the Smiles of his Countenance 
and Preſence alone can conſtitute : Not for 
Adam's Fault imputed to me, but my own. 
actual Diſobedience, refuſing that reaſonable 
Service and Homage which he expects and 
requires from all his rational Creatures, I 
W had been remiſs in Acknowledgments to my 
great Creator, and merciful BenefaCtor, at 
whoſe bountiful Hand I had received not only 
Ja ſpiritual Bleſſing, or Gift of Grace in m 

E Heart, but I was indebted to Divine Benefi- 
cence for a large Share of temporal Bleſſings; 


* 


ly neither of which was received, or reſpected, 
"With a proper Gratitude, nor applied to the 
7 Purpoſes (I am ſince convinced and perſwaded 


In my Underſtanding) they were deſigned for, 
by the holy Diſpenſer. A p 
| Ane 


* To refute this Doctrine, read Dr. Vyitiy's Treatiſe on 
what is call'd Ogi“ Sin. In the Courſe of — Remarks, I 
chocſe to preduce other Authorities than thoſe of our own 
Society; ſince ſuch is the unaccountable Prejudice of ſome 
People, that they will reject Truth and Reaſon, for no other 
le, but that it isoffer'd by one call'd a Quater. 
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Ali&1. The Seed (or Word) ſown: in my 
Heart by the great Huſbandman, was not ful 
fer'd to . or bring forth Fruit, agreeable 
to the Praiſe and Glory of God, as the Cares 
of this Life, and the Deceitfulnefs of Riches, 
enter*din and choak'd the Seed, and it thereby 
became unfruitful : And not only the Cares 
and Concerns of the World; which ſometimes 
become accidentally unlawful; but the vain 
Pleaſures, irrational Recreations, trifling, un- 
edifying, and pernicious Books, with all the 
Train of idle Amuſements, to which theWorld 
commonly annex the ſoft and gentle Epithet 
of Innocent, ingroſs'd my precious Time; the 
proper Improvement of which, wiſe Men, in 
„„all Ages, eſteemed the higheſt Point of Wiſ. 
dom, and of ſo ineſtimable a Conſideration, 
as occaſions a late pious Author to aſſert, that 
the Man was yet unborn, who truly knew the 
Value of an Hour. I 
And the Apoſtle Paul, in an earneſt Man- 
ner, exhorts the Believers to redeem the Time, 
becauſe the Days are evil; and again, directs 
the Church to walk in Wiſdom towards them 
that are without, redeeming the Time. That 
Time was valuable, and to be well employ'd 
and improv'd, I had often heard; but falſe, 
delufive Pleaſure unwilling to hear, or at leaſt 
to yield to the Voice of Truth, robb'd me of 
that Bleſſing lam now, thro*' Go pꝰs Aſſiſtance, iſ 
endeavouring to redeem and improve, agree- 
able to the Apoitle's Advice: Paſs i he Time of 
your ſojourning here in Fear (and Reverence) 
fearing to offend the Infinite Majeſty of 
Heaven, who takes Cognizance of every 
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Thought, Word, and Action. But alas! this 
Truth and Conſideration never ſo much as 
occur'd, when I was ſpending my Days in 
Vanity, and my Years in unprofitable Purſuits; 
forgetting the Holy One of Iſrael, Days with- 
out Number; never ſo much as remarking the 
royal Prophet's Aſſertion, That (not only the 
flagrantly wicked) but thoſe who forget Gop, 
fhall be turd into Hell. | 

And the Prophet Jeremiah tells us, Gop 
will pour out * his Anger upon the Families 
that call not upon his Name, Jer. x. 2 5 And 
Gop declares, that He had ſuffered the. Deſo- 
lation of his People Iſrael, (becauſe _ had 
forgotten Him, and burnt Incenſe unto Vanity; 
that they had forgot Him, and truſted to Falſs . © 
hood; that according to their Paſtures or 
Poſſeſſions, ſo were they filld, and their Hearts 
ve i thereby exalted ; therefore have they forgotten 
Ae, ſatth the Lo x D. And the Prophet Hoſea 
n-: complains, that Iſrael! had forgot his Maker, 
e, and builded Temples to Idols; that the Calf 
(or Idol) of Samaria had caft them out of bis 
| Favour ; for they had fown Vanity and the 
Wind, and ſhould reap the Whirkwind ; that 
3 ould ſwallow them up, the Enemy 
ſhould purſue them, and à Fire ſhould devour 
their Palaces. | 

Theſe are ſome of the diſmal and deplorable 
Effects of Sin, and the terrible Penalties Sin- 
ners who forget God, and make to themſelves _ 
Idols of Vanity, are obnoxious to, in this Life; 
Where the temporal Conſequences of Sin ap- ; 
pear terrible and ſhocking, which one would 
v8 flick a ſufficicat Rent to deter People from 


cveary 


HI) & op _ a OO £©@ 7 7 _- 


— 
8 


+ G0 


| 


| 


1 


. 


| 


1 


| 
0 


2 


dhe Father of Mercies for Remiſſion of Sin 
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Thing that is outward and temporal befor 
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every Appearance of Evil; but when we reflect 
on this Truth, viz. © That without ſincere re- 
turning to Gop by Repentance, and Amend- 
ment of Life ; and being reconciled ro Him 
thro' Sanctification of our Spirits byCu x 1sT 
IEsus, the Puniſhment for our Sins will 
attend us to all Eternity, and will aſſuredly 
deprive us of that Reſt and Peace prepar'd 
only for the People of Gop :* How ſhould 
this Thought ſpeedily remove from every 
Heart, that is not quite inſenſible and obdu- 
rate, the dangerous Sin of Unbelief in the 
Power of God, and excite them to apply to 
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* CHRIST JESUS! But ſome may object, 

hat tho' many, call'd Chriſtians, live in 

too much Forgetfulneſs of Go p, yet they 

cannot be chargeable with worſhipping of 

Idols, as the Fews were; ſo that the above 

Scripture Paſſages cannot be altogether ap- 
plicable ro them. - Ea. 

I ſhall anſwer this Objection in the Words 

of one of the firſt Movers of the Reformation, 

viz. Dr. Ffohn Staupitz : He that prefers any 


Gov, prefers the Creature before the Creator; 
and rob Go p of his Glory and higheft Honour, 
and makes that to be his God, which is not 
Gop : For that which the Heart loves moſt, 
the ſame it honours as GoD, whatſoever the 
Mouth may ſay to the contrary. Woo knows 
not, that if a Chriſtian ſhoul1 nocu-a- days 15 I 
that his Goods, &c. were his God, he would be 
condemw?d as a Blaſphemer ; and yet who i 
there of us, who doth not ſee in the daily Prat 
7 t1c0 


1 3 J* #4 

oe” A . * 4 j 
28 
* 


JEN OP ol 
tice and Actions of Men, that temporal Goods, 
Pleaſure and Honour, are preferr'd before 
Gop, and his Love, to that Degree, that it is 
Matter of Lamentation 9 We will by no Means 
endure the Reproach of being Idolaters, tho” 
indeed we are ſo, really and in Truth, no leſs 
than others were of old : At this very Day, _ 
OgraciousGoD ! many in Chriſtendom worſhip 
Gold, Silver, Wood, and the Goods of this 
World, as the Hyathens did Thouſands of 
Years ago; notwithſtanding they ſay with their 
Mouths, Our Father, which art in Heaven! 
But true Adoration conſiſts in loving, not in 
ſpeaking. He prays well, who loves Gop 
moſt ; and he who does not love Gop, neither 
does nor can pray, tho he repeat a thouſand. 
Pſilms or Prayers: He who loves Go p, ſerves 
Him ; but he who does not love Him, neither 
doih, nor can ſerve Him, however great works 
of Devotion he may "— perform. 
5 
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ds But to return: In this careleſs and forgetful 
n, Situation, which I have mentioned, was I, 
when the Almighty diſpenſed a Share of his 


temporal Favours to me, which I received with 
a ſtupid Indifference, and without Thankſgiv- 
ing, as they were common Mercies ; © And 
like a certain Brute Animal, who devours the - 
Fruit which falls from a Tree, without look- . | 
ing up to ſee from whence it comes?“ Sol . 
received the Bleſſings of Providence no other- 
vuiſe, but as Things of Chance, or of Courſe, 
or the Effect of Care and Induſtry ; not con- 
ſidering whoſe Hand was neceſſary to render 
our Endeavours ſucceſsful and proſperous ; 
nor that the ſame Power that beſtows and 
| C 2 diſpenſos 
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| diſpenſes Bleſſings and Mercies, can in a Mo. 
ment remand and call them back, and deprive 


us of them, whenever He pleaſes; and that 
for every Morſ-l we eat, we are indebted to 


Gov's Bounty and Goodneſs, and not to our 


own Wiſdom or Prudence. In a Word, that 2 
in Him we live, move, and have our Being. 
But how inſenſible was I of theſe Truths, 


when, in Effect, I lived as if I had been an 


unaccountable and independent Being, and 


vainly thought my Mountain was made fo 


ſtrong, that it would never be removed! I was 


rich and full, and needed nothing, when alas! 
I was poor and miſerable, blind and naked, 


and wanted all Things, when deſtitute of the 


Favour of Gov, and without witneſſing the 


Smiles of his Countenance. 

Thus, as the Pſalmiſt confeſſes himſelf once, 
fo fooliſh and ignorant was I, ſaying, in Effect, 
to Goo», © Depart from me, for I deſire not 


the Knowledge of thy Ways: What is the 
- Almighty, that I ſhould defire Him? Or what 
| fe Profit would accrue, if we pray 'd unto i 


him, or ſerv'd Him?” By this falſe Reaſoning Wl 
is the Candle of the Ungodly extinguiſhed; 
from whence proceeds Deſtruction upon the 


Inconſiderate and Unrighteous, unleſs they 


return, repent and amend, But now, behold 
the Goodneſs, Lenity and Long-ſuffering, of 
a merciful Gop ! who had been long alluring 
me by his Mercies, which I paſſed 1 8 by, or 
rejected : He has now Recourſe to his Judg-M 
ments; but neither did I yet ſee that Afflictions Bl 
roſe not out of the Duſt, but that Mankind 


were naturally and promiſcuouſly born to 


8 Trouble. 


LW 3-7 Rm 
Trouble, I was indeed afflited, and © 
| mourn'd ; but it was for the Abſence of tem. 
poral Bleſſings ; and as my Deſires and Purſuits 
extended no higher, I endeavour'd to ſupport 
my Diſtreſs, by gratifying my. Pride and 
Ambition to the Extent of N At 
length, in this Day of Adverſity, I began a 
: 7 ro conſider, and applied to Gep, in 
Prayer and Supplication, that He would be 
leaſed to deliver me out of my Diſtreſs, or 
ſupport me under it; ſtill ignorant of the Joys. 
of his Salvation, or that there were ſpiritual 
W Conſolation in Store for me, on certain Con- 
W ditions, if I rightly applied for them; but 
being inſenſible of the Want of them, I as 
yet aſked them rot, till the happy Seaſon of 
my Life, wherein I witneſled a religious Turn 
of Mind, and the drawing Cords of Gop's. © 
Love inclining my Heart to ſeek his Face and 
W Favour, with greater Ardency and Fervour 
than I had ever been ſenſible of before: I now- 
began to view and conſider Things in another 
Light than I formerly had done; and, by 
reverſing the Perſpective, the fading Objects- 
and Enjoyments of this Life leſſened in my | 
View and Account; and as the Love of God: 
and of heavenly Things increaſed in my 
Heart, fo in Proportion my Fondneſs for 
W wordly Enjoyments decreaſed and vaniſhed... 
| At length the warmeſt” Returns of Love 
and Gratitude began to ariſe in my Soul to 
Goo, whofirit loved me, and had done great 
| Things for me, by plucking my Feet out of 
the Mire and Clay of Sin and Folly, and 
fixing them upon the Rock Caxisr Jas Us. 
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He alſo put a new Song in my Mouth, which 
none but thoſe who are in Degree redeem'd 
by his precious Blood can ſing, even Praiſes 
to our Gop ! Thus on my turning to Go p, J 
began to witneſs new Thoughts, new Deſires, 
new Affections, new Hopes, new Joys, and 
new Fears; and to ſee the Neceſſity of Rege- 
neration and a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs, 
without which I could not poſſibly enter the 
Kingdom of God ; that all Things muit be 
changed, and become new, all of, and point. 
ing to Gop. And farther, if I would be 
CHRIST's Diſciple, I muſt deny myſelf, take 
up a Croſs to my own Will, be ſubject to, 
and follow Him, under whoſe Banner I had 
now liſted. gs 
© 'Thusexamining and purſuing this Doctrine 
and Precept of our Lox 0's, I was naturally 

led, in ſome Degree, to what is called Ouaker- 

#/m (tho? it appear'd to me in no other Form 

nor Name, that that of primitive 3 , 
which, in my firſt Thoughts of Religion, IM 
had no more Intention of embracing, than I 
had of receiving Mahome!iſm; knowing little 
more of the Sers, than that They were a 
plain People in their Garb and Speech, But 
it has been remark'd to me, that my Mother 
was ſome Time of this Perſuaſion, and no 
Wonder that I ſhould have a warm Side for 
her Opinion. : 
I anſwer'd, My Father was a Member o 
the Church of England, and educated fne in 
that Way; and I well remember, I had a 
much warmer Side for his Opinion; not that 
I knew what was the eſſential DIR in 
their 
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their religious Sentiments, or at leaſt that 
ffected me, any farther than that one allow'd . - $ 
ne ſomething more Liberty in Dreſs ; whereas © 
the other would tell me, Plainneſs in Apparel 
vas moſt agreeable to Chriſtianity, and to 
Wrhe Divine Being, who hated Pride in his 
Creatures. To be ſure, I thought this Doo 
trine abſurd, by the Reflection I remember T 
made at the Time, That Gop, F beliew'd; 
would not reject me, on the Score of wearing 
Lace, or 4 tre and gay Ste Gown.. I have 
chought ſince, any one might imagine I had 
fetch d my Argument from Lucretian Princi- + 
ples, that the Almighty could not deſcend fo 
= as to notice ſuch T rifles, or mark little 
Follies, if Gaiety in Apparel ſhould be One 
but no Wonder that when I was a Child, rt . 4 
ſhould reaſon as a Child. 1 
lam ſenſible that Silks, Ribbons and Lace, 
W are not any where in Scripture directly for- 
bidden; but J learn from. thence, that Pride, 
and all Manner of Superfluity, is. And if, by 
W wearing this rich Silk, or adorning ourſelves _ 
W with the other ſuperfluous Ornaments, we _ 
feed and nouriſh a proud, vain Deſire, it be: 
comes by. this Circumſtance as unlawful as 
Pride itſelf; and that they do fo, T-have greatly 
experienced: For tho Religion ſtands not ſimply 
i Clothes, yet true Religion ſtands in that 
which ſets Bounds and Limits to the Mind 
with reſpeft io Clothes, as well as other Things. 
And to ſtrengthen this Aſſertion, or rather to © 
moe it, I ſhall offer an Inſtance of my own 4 
.xperience, viz. When it pleaſed the Lo x5 
to wijſit my Soul, and to appear to me in his 


: Glory, - 


alſo : Thad now no Delight in Dreſs and 


Deſires, and 


in Compariſon of the Excellency, Glory and 


Joyment of his Divine Favour ;.and at times If 
am ready to cry out, O! how great is his Glory, 
and tranſcendently great his Beauty! 


G 


examin'd religious Matters with more Seriouf- 
the Profeſſion of it) that I had, was that of my 


Judgment, which I find abſolutely neceſſary, 


+ 


FP b 
Glory, the View of which diſcover'd to me my 
own Unworthineſs, and cauſed me not only tf 
deſpiſe andabhor myſelf, but my ſplendid 7 = 

nd. 

ment, nor other Things T had uſually taken 
much Pleaſure in: True Chriftianity, which i 
began to be acquainted with, ſet a Bound to my 
direfted me to Plainneſs, before 1 

had any Intention of joining the Society of the 
People calPd Quakers ; and indeed all earth 
and tranſitory Objects were, and are, in my 
View and Eftimation, as Loſs, Dreſs and Dung, 


Beauty, I behoid in Go, and find in the En | 


Bur to return: When I was (by Marriage) 
remov'd from my Mother's Care and Direc- 
tion, I continued in my. Father's Profeſſion of 
Religion, for no other Reaſon that I remem- 
ber, but that it allow'd me moit Liberty in 
Dreſs and Recreations, tho' my Father, as 
well as my Mother, did not fail to inculcate 
a juſt Abhorrence of the Evils the moral Law 
condemns... However, when I conſider'd and 


neſs, Sincerity and Attention, than was uſual 
with me, I found the little Religion (or rather 


Education, which I could not N call 
my own, as it was not the Religion of my 


and highly reaſonable to be concern'd for. 1 
read the Scriptures with ſome . ; and 
1 5 have 
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roſs, we cannot be CHRIS I Diſciples: This 


l aſſage appear'd to me to contain ſome other, 
7 Wand N Conſtruction and Deſign than 
1 many People allow, who confined it to moral 
, WPrecepts and Duties. But before I proceed to 


ay in what Senſe others, as well as myſelf, 


I underſtand this Chriſtian Doctrine, Ithink, i: 
15 may not be impertinent briefly to give ſome 
. WReaſon of my Faith and Hope, which I deſire 


W firſt, upon examining the Creed call'd The 


therein contain'd, except one, (CHRIST. 


; Articles of the Church of England (of which 


W without ſo much as knowing what Doctrines 
or Principles they profeſſed and held; this, 
I may venture to ſay, without Breach of 
Charity, is the Caſe of many Profeſſors at this 


: Doctrine and Teſtimonies ; particularly 3 7 
; Paragraph in the fifteenth Article, where it is 


in CHRIS T, yet we offend in many Things.” 
This Opinion appears to me manifeſtly re- 


to do in the ſame Diſpoſition the Apoſtle re- 
commends, viz. In Mrekneſs and Fear. And 


Aßpoſtles, I could ſubſcribe to every Article 
W deſcended into Hell) which, if it be meant no 
other than the Grave, I ſubſcribe to that alſo. - 
Next, I have conſider'd and examin'd The 


had profeſfed myſelf a Member ſome Years, 


laid, * Tho' we are all baptized and born again 


pugnant to Scripture Accounts of many, who 
= by at 


se confider'd the following Text, här. 
Wan We deny ourſelves, and take up 4a daily : 


—.. 


Day.) But upon peruſing the above Articles 
(as well as conſidering the Opinion of moſt 
diſſenting Sects) I could not reconcile ſome 
Opinions therein contain'd with Scripture - 


- 15'S 


attain'd in this Life a perfect Freedom from 
Sin. And the Text farther quoted by that 
Church will not import the A ſtte himſelf 
to be included in it, 1 5 1. 8. And I am 
of Opinion, we may ſafely interpret the Paſſage 
by ſome other Scripture Text; wherein the 
Apoſtles include themſelves with Sinners, yet. 
by no Means can be underſtood, that they 
themſelves were in the like Circumſtances, 
And now ſhall offer the following Scripture 
Teſtimonies, which appear to corroborate, 
and greatly to juſtify us, with regard to2 
Tenet we particularly hold, viz. The Poſſ. 
bility (Gop's Grace aſſiſting) of obtaining af 
Klee Freedom * from Sin even in this Life. 
| «Noah was a juft Man, and perfect in his Gent. 
ration. Job was a perfect Man, and one that YG 
oy God, and eſche:*'d Evil, Gop mad. 
David's Way perfect. Bleſſed are the Undefiled 
in the Way, who wwolk in the Law of the Lord. 
Be ye therefore perfect as your Father which ii 
in Henven is perfet, Every one that is per. 
Ject, ſhall be as his Maſter. We ſpeak Wiſdom i 
| among i 
This Doctrine being deny'd by moſt Chriſtians except 
the £zaters, I thought proper to tranſcribe Part of a Conver- 
{ation ox that Subject, between a C/ergyman and a 8uaker---» il 
| Noa. Frog thou own a Purgatory * : 


Qua. When then muſt we be freed from Sin, and made fit 
for Heaven T7 

Cler. I believe God Almighty is able to forgive his People 
their Sins, and fit them for Heaven, alittle before they depan. 
Qua. How long? 
Cler, It may be an Hour or two. | 
£za, I believe a Day or two as well as an Hour or two. 
Cler. I believe ſo too 
The Quader carry'd.gradually to a Month or two, till he 
brought it to ſeven Years; to which his Opponent anſwer d, 
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He believed the ſame. 
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mong them that are perfect. This alſo we © 

iſh, even your Perfection. Finally, Brethren, © 
perfect. That the Man of Go p maybeper- ' _ 
a, !horoughly furniſhed to every good Word ; 
= Work. But the Gop of all Grace make 
Wo: perfect. That you may be perfect and intire, 
Wining nothing. Therefore leaving the Docs 
ines of the Principles of CHRIST, let us g 
7 Perfection. Zachariah and Elizabeth 

ere both holy, walking in all the Command. 

ents of the Lok D blameleſs. The Apaſtle 
Faul kept 2 Conſcience void of Offence, both in 
be Sizht of Gop and Man. If we ſay we 
ere Fellouuſtip with Go p, and walk in Dark. 
„%, we lie, and do not the Truth. Every 
lan that hath Hope in CHRISTH purifieth 
imſelf, even as he is pure. Whoſoever com 
W::111cth Sin trangreſſeth the Law, for Sin is 
= Tranſgreſſion of the Law. Whoſoever abi- 
ee in him ſinneth not; for you know that 
WCirisr was manifeſted to take away our 
ing. Whoſoever ſinneth hath not ſeen him, 
either known him. Little Children, let no 
Win deceive you. He that doeth Righteouſneſs 
5 712/{cous, even as He 1s righteous ; and he 

has committeih Sin is of the Devil. For this 
Pur poſe was the Son of Gor manifeſted, that 
= nh deftroy the Works of the Devil. Mho- 
erer is born of Go p ſinneth not; but he that 
„ begotten of Gop keepeth himſelß, and that 
Wicked One toucheth him not, 1 John, ver. 18. 
Vue [ay that we have not ſinned, we make 
him a Liar, and his Word is not in us; but if 
we confeſs and for ſake our Sins, he is faithful 


and 


| 


7 


from all Unrighteouſmeſs, which is Sin. 
And further, I obſerve, thit both the Old 
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and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to clean 


and New Teſtament abound with Exhortatiom 


to a Life of Holineſs and Purity. Let u; 


_ cleanſe ourſelves, ſays the Apoſtle Paul, from 


the Pollution of Fleſh and Spirit, perfect 


Holineſs in the Fear of God, And I hav 
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never remarked any Text yet, that leaves me 
the leaſt Room to think that a partial Hol- 
neſs will render us acceptable to Go p. 
And upon reading a certain Annotator # 
on the Subject, tho he denies the Doctrine, 
yet is obliged to own this much, That to re 
quire perfect Obedience to his Laws, is a Thing 
abſolutely neceſſary on Gop's Part, from the 
Perfection of his Divine Nature, and his R. 


lation to us as a Governor; to require that u: 


ſhould not ſin; 1hat is, ſays he, tranſgreſs an 
of Go 0's Laws : For Sin being the Tranſgreſ. 
ſion of the Law, and perfect andunſinning Obi. 
dience being one andthe ſame, if GoD require; 
under the new Covenant that I ſhould not tranſ 
greſs any of his Laws, as he moſt certain) 


muſt do, he muſt require me not to ſin againſt 


them; and ſo he muſt require perfect and unſin- 


ning Obedience. Another Clergyman, dif- Z 


courſing on the Subject of Holineſs, has theſe 


Words: The Divine Being is tranſcendentl 


holy, and infinitely perfect; he is the Fountain 
of all Holineſs, and ſanfifies his Saints, his il 


People, and his Miniſters ; 1 perfect 


Holineſ in thoſe who approach him, and to bt 


 honour*d by his Servants. And he further mw 
That 


* Do&or Whithp . 


. 


e Nature and Will of Go p; whereby a Saint 
is diſtinguiſhed from the unrenew'd World, and 


by their Maxims and Cuſtoms. 


E 1 have found no Room for Ceremonies under 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation, nor Precedent for 


leſs to me, and ſinging David's Pſalms bur- 
thenſome; I conſider'd, and it appear'd to me, 
W we were endeavouring rather to pleaſe and 


gratify our own Ear, than ſinging to the Praiſe 


D *Y Cw « _ = 


the Souls of a whole or numerous Congrega- 
tion, than the ſame Form of Prayer can be 
agreeable to all Conditions and ſpiritual Caſes. 
I ſhall, among many, give a few Inſtances of 


«a > %S> I Y » SS =W 


of the following Characters who, when they 
are in the Aſſemblies where theſe Pſalms are 


9 — 


W ſung occaſionally, they cuſtomarily join in 
this Part of the Worſhip. The Wanton, who 
W ſpends his precious Time in Jollity, he ſings, 
I am weary with my 3 I make my 
Couch to ſwim with my Tears.“ The 
W proud Atheiſt, who hath baniſhed God out 
Jof all his Thoughts, he ſings, © I have ſer the 
Lon always before me, Sc.“ The vain 

Man, who delights in the Company and So- 
Cicty of wicked Perſons, he ſings, © T have 
hated the Cong of wats 
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That true Holineſs conſiſts in a Conformity 0 


is not ae ted by their Principles, nor governd | 


But farther, upon peruſing the Scripture, - 


Muſick in the Chriſtian Church. The Li- 
turgy, or Form of Prayer, became quite uſe- 


the Inconſiſtency and Unſuitableneſs of the 
Pſalms of David, to the Conditions of Men 


and Glory of God ; and I find that David's, |} 
Palms can no more be ſuitable to the State of « | 


" 
4 


© Olive-tree in the Houſe of Gop.” He 
My Heart is inditing a good Matter.” Th; 
about his corpulent Body, he ſings, © M 
KEnees are weak thro' Faſting, and my Fleſh 
e faileth of Fatneſs.” Satan's Captive, who 


,<« OLoxD, truly 1 am thy Servant.” 


„ 'Thouſands of Gold and Silver.” The 
Proud and ambitious Perſon ſings, © Loxo 
* my Heart is not haugbty, nor mine Eyes 
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as reaſonably ſing David's Pſalms, as read, 
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The wither'd Tree, dead to Go D, and con. 
quently fruitleſs, he ſings, © I am like a green 


whoſe Heart is a Cage of Uncleanneſs, fin J 


daily Feaſter, whoſe Legs can ſcarce bear 


— — R&R © — ò— 


-wallowsin the Mire and Filth of Sin, he ling 


: 
lawleſs Man, whoſe Life is a Life of Rebellion, 


ſubject to Sin, and Satan, he ſings, The 
„Law of thy Mouth is dearer unto me than 


« lofty; my Soul is even as a weaned Child 
„Oc.“ It has been objected, that we ” 


them; but Iapprehend an eſſential Difference 
between reading them as David's Experience, 
or Words he uſed in praiſing God (which were 
no Doubt ſuggeited by the Holy Spirit) and 
reducing them to our own Acts of Worthip; 
unleſs the Words be ſuitable to the State of 
our Souls, and brought to our Remembrance 
by the ſame Divine Influence which pre{ated 
them to the Mind of David, according as they 
ſuited the Circumſtance of his Soul, or were 
ſuitable or applicable to the Condition ol 
others, to whom he ſometimes ſpeaks, in! 
feeling Senſe, of the different States of the 
Godly and the Wicked. Thave alſo confider'd 
it irrational to limit and rreſcribe to a Of | 
12, ln 


| a [. 39 di : . 
ſtian, even the weakeſt, a ſet Form of Prayer, 
ſince the Apoſtle Paul expreſly declared, We 
« know not what we ſhould pray for as we 
e ought, but the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſ- 
ſion for us with Groanings, which cannot 
« he utter'd, Rom. viii. 26.” F 
I remember, when Iexperienced the Work 
of Gop's Grace operating on my Soul, and 
diſcovering to me my State and Condition, 
the common Prayer became of no Service to 
me, as I found it highly neceſſary that my 
Heart thould be prepar'd by the Lo RD, to 
enable me to addreſs him by his own Spirit, 
and when he is pleaſed to touch and incline 
the Heart to hinifelf, behold (as it is ſaid on a 
memorahie Occaſion) we pray; we are imme- 
diately taught to pray in Terms ſuggeſted oy 
the Holy Spirit, who beſt knows our Neceſlt 
ties, belps our Infirmities, and cauſes us ſuita- 
bly to approach the Throne of Grace, and to 
requeſt and pray with the Spirit, and with the 
Underitanding. And as we are not to pray in 
our own Words, neither can we pray accep- 
tably n our own Time; as Ihave witneſſed on 
la very particular Occaſion, . when I profeſſed 
myteli a Member of the Church of England. 
Being return'd from a Voyage, I, according to 
Cuſtom, ſent Notice, that I ſhould publickly 
ge Gop Thanks for my Preſervation at Sea; 
thus when the ſtated Prayer of "Thankſgiving 
Was read, I was indeed on my Knees, but my 
Heart was not properly warm'd nor in uen- 
ced to addreſs the Almighty at the Time the 
Congregation was told I was giving Gop 
humble and hearty Thanks for fo great a 
D $1 Mercy; 
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Mercy ; I repeated the Form of Prayer uſual 
on ſuch Occaſions, but it was only with my 
Tongue, my Heart had little Share in this 
formal Devotion, and at the Inſtant, while on 


my Knees, Iam not aſham'd to ſay, I was 


made to tremble; and I attribute the Fear 
and Horror I then felt to the Error of that 
miſtaken Devotion, which I was outwardly 
ning in an unprepared Spirit and 

rame of Mind, and conſequently the Sacri- 
fice (if I may call it a Sacrifice) of 'Thankſgie 


ing, which I had offer'd in ſo irreverent and 


unacceptable a Manner muſt be an Offence 
to Gop. Thus I find, that waiting to be 


ſuitably influenced by the Spirit of CHRIST, 


_ *,ought to be previous to this ſolemn Act of 


5 


J 


PP: 
Bur farther, as I have above noted, I find 
no Place in the Church of CHRIST for Ce- 
remonies, as they appear to be a very great 
Obſtacle in the Way of ſpiritual Worſhip; 
for bodily Everciſe profiteth little; tis the Spi- 
rit of CHRIST muſt quicken us for ſpiritual 
Worthip. And tho' God wink'd at Times of 
Ignorance and Blindneſs, when Men vainly 
0 that Worſhip was moſt acceptably 


perform'd to him at this Place, or the other 


Mountain ; in this, or the other emer fo ® 
yet CHRIST the Light, who came, and is 


come to diſpel all the dark Clouds of Igno- 


rance and Error, and to direct Men to himſelf 


the Way, the Light, and the Truth, on a re- 
markable Occaſion explodes Men's Opinions 
in this important Matter, by ſaying, that it 
2 ö the 
« was neither at Feſuſalem, nor yet att! 
Ountain 
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Mountain (of Samaria) the Father was to be - 
worſhipped ; but the Hour cometh, and now 
is, when the true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip _ 
the Father in Spirit and in Truth. For tlie 
Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. Goos 
isa Spirit and thoſe who worſhip (acceptably) 
muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth,” 
not in Formality and Ceremonies. "CP 
The Author of the Preface to the Common 
Prayer tells us, © The Ceremonies retain'd in 
che Church (of England) were deviſed and 
inſtituted by Man, and ſome that are throw n 
out, enter'd at firſt with a Zeal without 
Knowledge, and grew daily to more and more 
| Abuſes ; which not only for Unprofitableneſs, , 
but becauſe they have much blinded the Peo-* , 
ple, and obſcured the Glory of (30D, are re- 
jected. Others, ſays he, tho? deviſed by Va n; 
are retain'd for Order and Edification :” And 
at the ſame Time tells us, © That CuRI 87%; 
Goſpel is not a ceremonial Law; bur it is a 
Religion to ſerve God, not in the Bondage of 
the Figure and Shadow, but in the Freedom 
Jof the Spirit.” To this laſt Propoſition F- - 
$ heartily agree; then why ſhould we return to 
the weak and beggarly Elements, or defire 
again to be in Bondage? © You obſerve, (ſays 
| the Apoſtle Paul) Days and Months, and 
| Times and Years ; I am afraid of you, left I i 
have beſtowed upon you Labour in vain: Bat - | 
as ye have received Cax IST ISS the | 
Lozp, fo walk in him, and beware leaſt any 
Man ſpoil you thro* Philoſophy, and vain 
Deceit, after the Traditions of Men, after the 
F.udimeats of the Wor'd, and not after | 
D 3 | Curisr, 
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|. CuxisT. Why, as though living in the 

Y World, are ye ſubject to Ordinances? Touch 

not, taſte not, handle not, which are all to pe. 

riſh with the uſing, after the Commandments 

and Doctrines of Men.” But I ſhall no lon. 

ger inſiſt on theſe Matters of Diſputation; 

neither do I propoſe to give an Account of 

the Tenet or Principles profeſſed by us as a 
Society, that being already done in' a ve 

ample Manner by our Friend Robert Barclay, 

have only thought proper to mention ſeveral 

Obſtacles which lay in my Way when I began 

to ſearch for 'Truth : For as my Buſineſs is 

not Controverſy, but Love, Good-will and 

Charity, to all Mankind, I purpoſe to give 

vou a ſhort Account of the great Diſadvanta- 

ges I labour'd under in a State of Forgetful. 

' neſs of God, and the inexpreſſible Benefits! 

have witneſſed from a Return to, and Atten- 

tion upon God, and Submiſſion, Reſignation, 

E and Subjection to his bleſſed Will and Com. 
I mands. And as far as my Teſtimony to the 

Power and Efficacy of the Grace of God, and 

the Doctrine and Neceſſity of bearing the 

Croſs, will go, to invite, perſuade and beleech 

you to draw nigh, and acquaint yourſelves 

with Gop thro Jes us CHRIS x our Log, 

who hath ſaid, and now ſays, © Look unto me 

* all ye Ends of the Earth, and be ye ſaved.” 

In vain is Salvation look*d for from the Hills 

or Mountains, or from our own exalted Ima- 

ginations, or high Pretenſions to Religion. 

And I have this Teſtimony to bear to Gop“ 

Power, that I witneſſed Salvation from Sin 

only and alone, from the Omni potent Fan” 

oY 
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of che Lo R , iving me Victory over my vain 


ing them under the Power of the Croſs of 


World, and the World unto. me. Therefore 
if you would enter into his Reſt, harden not 
your Hearts againſt the Call and Invitation 


(returning) Sinners; Come unto me, (ſays 
CHRIST) all ye that are weary, and heavy 
laden, with the Burden of your Sins, be wil- 


Reſt. Let not, I beſeech you, the Sin of Un- 
belief, in the Power of CHRIS, enter your 


who is come to ſave you from your Sins) and 


and then whither Igo you cannot come.” Fly 


the Wrath to come ; apply to CHRIsõ r for 
eternal Life, and he will inform you what you 
muſt do to be ſaved ; his Power is eternally 
and unchangeably the ſame; his Hand is not 


Far heavy, that it cannot hear; therefore give 
not Sleep to your Eyes, till you witneſs Go » 
in CuRISs r reconciling you to himſelf, The 
Time preſent, we all know, 1s only ours; then, 
while *tis called to Day, let us hear his Voice, 


* that are at Eaſe 1n your Sins, tremble ye 
* careleſs Ones; caſt your Idols from you, 


our compaſſionate Lo xp continues to give all 


ling to part with them, and he will give you 


Hearts: © Forif ye believe not (ſays CHRIS T). 
that Iam He, (v1z. the Saviour of the World 
continue in your Sins, you ſhall die in them; 


then for your Lives, I beſeech you; fly from 


thorten'd, that it cannot ſave, neither is his 


who ſpeaks as never Man ſpoke, even with 
Power and Authority, ſaying, © Riſe up you 


and look unto the Rock and holy One of 
„ Ifratl 
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Affectio d and bring- * 
Thoughts, Affections aud Deſires, and bring- 


ChRIS TT, by which I am crucified unto the _ 
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6c. | why ; ſeek the LoD while he may be 
eto the Lo xD, and he will have Mercy, and 


ments and Recreations of the Age, which once 
Ihad a Fondneſs for, as well as you now have; 
that when the Almighty was pleaſed in his 
Mercy to open the E.yes of my Underſtanding, 


IL. plainly perceived by that Light (he had pla- 


ced in my Conſcience, which enabled me to 


to our Gop, who will abundantly pardon.” 
I would now obſerve to you who indulge 
yourſelves in the falſe Pleaſures, vain Amuſe. 
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ound, call upon him while he is near; let 
« the Wicked forſake his Ways, and the un- 
< righteous Man his Thoughts, and turn un- 


diſcern between Right and Wrong, the Pre- 


cious and the Vile) that a Life of Pleaſure and 


' Diverſion was inconſiſtent with the Life of a 
- Chriſtian : I found, that to be thus carnally 


minded, has been Death to my Soul; but as! 
gradually witneſſed Cnxisr, and the Power 


of his Reſurrection raiſing me from the Death 


of theſe Sins, I felt a Neceſſity of parting 


. 


with, and denying myſelf of them; and I con- 


ſider*d them to be of the greateſt Obſtacles in 
a religious Progrels, 55 


But it has been objected, that Recreations. 
are abſolutely neceſſary to unbend and relax 
the Mind, when it has been occupy'd or em- - il 


ploy'd in worldly Affairs, or in the more ſeri- 


ous Attention on divine Objects, to which it 


is not poſſible it can bz attending always. 
I grant, that our Lon p's enjoining his Fol 
lowers, to Walch end pray continually, and 
Paul's exhorting the Thefſulonions to pray 
without ceaſing, does not, in a ſtrict and literal 
55 Sende, 
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Senſe, oblige us to be always on our Knees, 
nor occupied in mental Prayer; for tho? we 


CHRIS in all our Actions, or, at leaſt, that 


diate Direction, may be approved in his Sight; 
yet we are not at all Times under an Influence 
neceſſary for addreſſing the Throne of Grace, 
in the ſolemn Act of Prayer: Neverthelets, 


when we do not confine our Service to ſet 


tue, Piety and Holineſs. Some are apt to 
Duty to Gop, when they neglect not cuſto- 
(as it is falſly called) or their Diverſions don't 


is punctually perform'd. 
This brings to my Remembrance the abſurd, 
as well as impious Character a certain Author 
gives of a Woman of this ä Com- 
e of Diverſion and Devotion, or, in 
is own Words, of Religion and Cards; he re- 
preſents her, in ſome Interval of her Game, 
juſt recollecting it was her Hour of Devotion 
or Prayer, upon which ſhe riſes in great Pre- 
Clpitation, and deſires her Neighbour to hold 
| her Cards till ſhe ſteps and ſays her Prayers. 
To mention this Character, is ſufficient to 


ought to be led and guided by the Spirit of 


all we do by Permiſſion, as well as by imme- 


« we ſhould always be fo far in a Spirit of 
« Prayer and Watchfulneſs, as we ought to 
© be always in a Chriſtian and virtuous Fem- 

« per of Mind,” which is indeed truly and 
effectually worſhipping the Divine Being, 


Days, or appointed Hours of Devotion, but, 
to a conſtant, ſteady and uniform Life of Vir- 


think all is well, and they have done their 
mary times of formal Prayer, or Devotion 


interfere with this Formality, which by ſome 


ſhew 
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ſhew the Abſurdity of it. Again, the De- 
ſcription another Writer gives of a Woman 
at her Gaming Table, is enough, one would 
N to make the hardeſt Forehead bluſh; 
And to ſay no more, than that it-renders her 
unaimable in the Eyes of reaſonable People, 
one would judge, this would be a great Rea- 
ſon for her to decline the Diverſion ; but when 
ſhe is repreſented accuſing her ill Fortune, as 
ſhe calls it, in Terms of Fury and Abſurdity, 
the Portrait is horrid and ſhocking, unbe- 
coming a rational Mind, and moſt unworthy 
any Perſon who profeſſes Chriſtianity. Com- 
pare this Character with humble Mary's ſit- 
ting at her Lox »'s Feet, waiting to hear the 

_ gracious Words that proceeded out of his 

| Mouth-—— compare it with the Apoſtle's 
Deſcription of a Woman profeſſing Godlineſs, 

Whoſe Mind is adorn'd with Adrekneſs, Quiei- 
neſs and Modeſty; and ſee if you can diſcover 
one ſimilar Line in the Characters. Again, 
defcribe a Woman dancing at a Ball, and 
adorn'd. with all the Luxury and Pomp of 
Dreſs, tending, according to-the Opinion of 
a pious Writer, to excite a Paſſion I forbear 
to name; and Country Dances, ſome of 'em, 
you know, are condemn'd by a Writer much 
admir'd by the polite and fathionable Part of 
the World, who peruſe him, I have thought, 
to very little Purpoſe : Examine, I ſay, the 
Characters I have mentioned, and ſee if you 
can obſerve the leaſt Trace of Chriſtianity in 
them: In ſhort, a dancing, gaming, maſgue- 
rading Chriſtan, appears as great a Contra- 
diction, and ſounds as harſh-and uncouth in 
[> one's 
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one's Ears, as a polluted Chriſtian; which I 
have heard a learn'd Perſon ſay, was no In- 
conſiſtency ; however, he 'fail'd in his Proof, 
ſince I can as ſoon reconcile Light and Dark 
W neſs, Cyx1sT and Belial, as that a Perſon _ 
can be both a Sinner and a Saint, at the ſame 
Moment of Time. But, farther, tho* ſome 
Recreations, properly choſen and denten | 
may be lawful to a Chriſtian ; yet Ihave found 
thoſe the Generality of People allow theme- 
ſelves in, are pernicious and hurtful in their 
Conſequences, and therefore unlawful to, and 
SW inconſiſtent with the Life of a Chriſtian. Y 
Upon peruſing the Scripture, I find the 
Apoſtle Paul exhorting the Corinthians in 
theſe Words, Whether ye eat or drink, or- 
wha! ſoever ye do, do all to the Glory of God: 
From whence ] alſo learn, that Ioughtnot tod 
do any Thing that would obſtruct or hinder, 
or may be in Oppoſition to Gps Honour. 
And tho? I dow't find any direct Prohibition of 
Cards, Plays, Balls, Aſſemblies, Maſquerades, 
Mufick Gardens, c. yet I obſerve they are 
indirectly forbid, as they have not the leaſt 
| Tendency to promote Go p's Glory; but, on 
the contrary (if you'll take my own Experi- 
ence for Evidence) tend to hinder and prevent 
any Taſte or Reliſh for divine or ſpiritual. 
| Erjoyments; the Soul given up to ſenſual 
Pleaſure, lies ſordidly groveling on Earth, 
Wien "tis deſign'd to contemplate and enjoy 
| More rational, as well as ſublime and heaven- 
ly 8 _ ” 
Ve are told by an Author (pretty generally 
read) who diſcourſing, in — W 
on 
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on the Deſign of the Almighty in placi 
Mortals he on Earth, 5 6s ays ke 
teft here for a Time, to beeducated for Heaven 
But when we look about, and obſerve what 
Methods for this Education are purſued, we 
can't well help concluding, the Generality of 
People have very unnatural, inadequate and: 

groſs Ideas of that glorious Kingdom; and 

that, if they reflect at all, they muſt conſider 
it no other than a Mahometan Paradiſe : as the 
Plan of Education now a days, ſeems deſign 
and calculated, to qualify for a Place where 
the Senſes are only to be gratified and enter. 
tained. And indeed Iam induced to think the 

Apoſtle's Doctrine quite revers'd by thoſe cal. 
Jed Chriſtians, who, many of them, appear 
»&to live by Sight, and not by Faith. That 
© Chriſtians ovght not to indulge themſelves in 

the uſnal Pleaſures, Diverſions, and vain 

Cuſtoms of the World, ſeems evident from 
the ſacred Writings ; as theſe Amuſements ap- 
pear to be diametrically oppoſite to the Spirit, 
Sper and Rules of Chriſtianity ; that 

Syſtem being abſolutely of another Nature 

and Tendency, calculated to ſubdue and regu- 

late the Paſſions and Affections of the Mind, 
by calling us to a Life of Self-denial, and in- 
. {rafting us to walk in the Steps of an humble, | 
lowly and crucified Saviour; for whoever will | 
be Canis rs Diſciple, muſt crcuzfy the Fleſh, 
with the Affection and Lnfts ; and I think the 
following Paſſages of Scripture greatly evince, 
that a Life of Pleaſure is inconſiſtent with the 
Life of Chriſtianity ; the Apoſtle Paul tells us, 
that he who live in Pleaſure, are dead 1 
they 
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ents. Chriſtians are by the ſame Apoſtle | 
exhorted to redeem the T eh becauſe the Da 5 
are Evil: which I cannot reconcile to the -: 
faſhionable Phraſe uſed by profeſſed Chriſtians; 7 
How. /ball we kill Time Work out your own _ 

Salvation with Fear and Trembling, is a Pre- 
cept incompatible to ſpending the greateſt 
Part of our precious Time in Mirth, Wan- 
tonneſs, Gaming, Dancing, Cc. Be ſober; 
« be vigilant, becauſe your Adverfary, the - 
“ Devil, is walking about like a roaring Lion, 
@ ſeeking whom he may devour ; whom reſiſt, 
© ſtedfaſt in the Faith:” I have conſider'd this 
8 Paſſage alſo, and find it contrary to the Prac- 
W tice of modern Chriſtians ; who, inſtead off ,,* 
Jreſiſting the Temptations of Satan, blind 
Beck and run into them, by their frequent Al.. 
tendance on prophane and wanton Plays, vain | . 
8 Muſick-Gardens, and wicked Maſquerades, 
Opera's, c. The Reaſon why Chriſtians 
are to be found in a watchful Poſture, is here 
given; © Becauſe our Adverſary the Devil, is 
ſeeking whom he may devour ;”? we are exe - 
horted to take Heed how we ſtand, leſt we 
fall, To watch and pray, leſt we enter into 
* Temptation ;” therefore a Life of Wanton- 
nels and Riot, Eaſe and Security, cannot be 
agreeable to that Circumſpection and Dili» 
gence requiſite in every Chriſtian, in order to 
Make his Calling and Election ſure.” And! 
have thought a Life of Diverſion and Pleaſure, 
is very unſuitable to Sinners, who may bg 
guilty of immoral Acts, and, perhaps, have 
uved long in open Violation of Go pꝰs Laus: 


Surely 
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W Surely it is high Time for ſuch as theſe to a. 
= wake out of Sleep, out of the Lethargy and 


Death of Sin; for the Lox » by the Mouth of 
his Prophet Nanny a Woe againſt ſuch | 
as are at Eaſe in their Sins; and calls upon 
them to reform, in theſe Words, * Cleanſe 
| ur Hands, ye Sinners, and purify your 
earts, ye double-minded, be afflicted for 
your Sin, mourn and weep: Go to, you rich 
Men, weep and how for your Miſeries that 
* ſhall come upon you; for you have lived in 
. © Pleaſure on the Earth, and been wanton; ye 
have nouriſhed your Hearts as in a Day of 
Slaughter, ©c.” And our Lox » pronounces Wil 
à Woe againſt them that Leuch now, for 
they ſhall weep and mourn; but bleſſed are ye 
that weep now, for ye thall rejoice hereafter, Wi 
. + Weep forjyourſelves, and for your Children, 
= was the Advice of Cax1srT to the Daughters Wil 
of Feruſalem; and very neceſſary for us at 
= this Day, that our Mirth ſhould be Türned 
into Mourning, and tire evil Rejoicing of 
many into Heavineſs. Theſe, and fuck like 
Sentences of the ſacred Records, appear to me 
to be irreconcilable with the common Stud) 
and Practice of leaving Tokens of Mirth, Wl 
Luxury and Wantonnels, in every Place, fay- W 
ing, © To-morrow ſhall be as this Day, and 
much more abundant; whereas we know Wi 
not what ſhall be on the Morrow: For what i 
is your Life! It is even as a Vapour, that ap- 
peareth for a little Time, and then vr niſes 
away. The Wicked, ſays holy Job, ſpend 
< their Days in Mirth, and, in a Moment, 


go down to the Grave,” But ſome wn 


4 
E 
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that Solomon ſeems to allow. us Times an!“ 
Seaſons for Recreation and Divertiſements, 
which you conſider as unlawful Pleaſures, viz. 
« A Time to ſing, and a Time to dance, &c. “ 
But, what is called an Allowance, appears to 
me to amount to no more, than that in S0 
mon's Days, as well as in all former Ages of 
the World, there were Times in which People 
did thoſe Things he enumerates, and which 
he obſerves, only adds Vanity to all humaa 
Actions and Inventions ; but he does not deter- 
mine whether they were lawful or otherwiſe ; * 
He tells us alſo, of a Time to laugh, or rejoice; 
our LoRD, as above, pronounces a Woe a- 
alnſt thoſe that laugh now (or in this Goſpeh * 
Day, herein you are called To Repentance, #0? 


_ fit #4 qualify you to receive the Goſpel 


mourn and weep. - | _ 
Solomon mentions a Time to hate; which 
under the Goſpel is poſitively prohibited, or 
forbid, by. CHRIS T's own Remarks on the 
Fewiſh Law or Tradition; where he evidently 
ſhews, that there is no ſuch Paſſion of the 
Mind to be exerciſed by Chriſtians (except a- 


Cz*isT and his Kingdom) for they ſhall* 1 


S - exinit Sin, as the Godly hate Sin, becauſe it is 


a Breach of Go p's Law) no, not againſt our 


Enemies; his Goſpel being univerſal Love and 


Beneficence to all Mankind. But granting 


| that Solomon indulged himſelf in the Pleaſures 


and Vanities of the Age he lived in, which 
indeed, appears to be his Caſe; yet hear how :] 
he eſtimates them, in what is commonly called 

his Recantation ; having firſt Fe. worldly 
Wiſdom, he pn that this was VOrr 5 
* an | 


a . 8 „ 8 * 8 * 7 n D DENT” 2 2 * pads * = 
R - e * 22 * * * RR 4 3 "4 4 8 8 = * enn e he bt = * * ä N 1. 1 3 r 
a EW 1 r 8 ö * FS a = n —* 7 3 ; FRO, * 7% 75 we _ a EEE ee nw 

{ * 9 1 N. 3 F N SER ADD. . » * 55 * * 3 N * * Fon oh ER. . * 5 97 ** ” n 
E — oft 7 4 1 * : 7 . WP « + * + q 

— * > 8 + J 5 | x. » * + * =” * n 
* * : & bY * : _ 2 2 — N . N ” 

I _ b — y a . . \, — #0 » . 
Fs _ 1 EE. ORD 1 $ 


and Vexation of Spirit: For in much Nu 
much Grief; and he that tncreaſeth Tnotuledga 
increaſeth Sorrow, Eccl. i. 18. Then ſays hs 
I ͤ commended Mirth, becauſe a Man hath 
© nothing better under the Sun, than to eat, 
& drink, and be merry — Go to, Iwill prove 
c thee with Mirth, therefore enjoy Pleaſure + 
de but, behold, this is alſo Vanity; I ſaid of 
„ Laughter, it is Madneſs, and of Mirth, what 
« dothit? Eccl. ii. 1, 2. For even in Laughter 
* the Heart is ſorrowful, and the End of that 
* Mirth is Heavineſs, Prov. xiv. 13.” And 
e have this wiſe Man's Opinion, © That it 
e is better to go to the Houſe of Mourning, MW 
. than to the Houſe of Feaſting; and tha iſ 
Wo * Sorrow is better than Laughter ; for by the = 
Sa dneſs of the Countenance, the Heart iz 


- 
; 
$ 

* 


the Houſe of Mourning ; but the Heart of 
*% Fools, in the Houſe of Mirth :” Thus, thou 
*1-2y rejoice, O young Man, in thy Youth, and 
4. "ay Heart chear thee in the Days of thy 
Youth, and walk in the Ways of thy Heart, 
and in the Sight of thine Eyes; but remember 
it is at thy Peril; for know thou, that for all 
cheſe Things Gop will bring thee into Judg- 
ment. Let us now hear his Concluſion of the 
whole Matter: © The Fear of the Loxp is 
& the Beginning of Wiſdom, and to depart 
from Evil a good Underſtanding : therefore 
fear Gop, and keep his Commandments, 
“for this is the whole Duty of Man: For 
* God ſhall bring every Work into Judg- 
„ment, with every ſecret Thing, wether it 
be good, or whether it he Evil.” 


n made better: The Heart of the Wiſe, is in 
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But further, to evince that the common 
Diverſions and Amuſements of the Age, are 
incongruous and unfit for Chriſtians to re- 
create themſelves with do but propoſe to a 
pious, grave Clergyman, to accompany an 
one of you to a Ball, a Play, a Maſquerade, ' » 
or Aſſembly ; or invite him to make a Party at 
Cards, Dice, or any Game; and ſeg What an 
Indignity he'll tell thee thou haſt offer d him, 

W telling thee, that theſe Amuſements are incon- 
ſiſtent with his Function, c. And indeed 
every one who has, or does frequent Play- 
houſes, knows that thoſe Clergymen who take 
the undue Liberty of frequenting them, go / 


 & wy. 
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conceal'd and diſguis'd in what they call a 
Lay-habit : Whereas, if theſe Entertainment 
were ſuitable to a Chriſtian Spirit, and that 
ſolid, grave, pious Diſpoſition of Mind, which 
it is the Duty of every common Chriſtian to 
labour for, and be found in; why may not the 
beſt Chriſtians frequent them openly, as well 
as thoſe who pretend to a leſſer Degree of Piery 
and Holineſs ? I am not acquainted with any © 
ext in the ſacred Writings, that allows me, 
or any one elſe, to be one With leſs pious, holy, 
or virtuous, than our Teachers; nay, David. 
did not ſcruple to ſay, * In Matters of Reli- 
gion, or the Things of Gop, that he was 

' wifer, and had more Underitanding than 

' all his Teachers; © For thy Teſtimonies, © 

Log p, are my Meditation and Delight; I 1 
© underſtand more than the Antients, (who 
undoubtedly were well acquainted with the 
outward and written Law) for this cogent 
Reaſen, © Becauſe I keep thy Precepts.” And 
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Paul echorts the 9 in theſe Word, 
= © Brethren, be ye Followers of me, and mark 
e them which walk fo, as ye have us foran 
%% Example; and whereunto we have already | 
* attain'd let us walk by the fame Rule, an 
* mind the ſame Things.” And in his Dj! 
tections or Council to Timothy, tells him, 
To be. an Example to the Believers, ig 
Word, in Converſation, in Charity ( 
Love) in Spirit, in Faith, and in Purity“ 
He allo directs Titus, © To exhort the young 
« Men to be ſober-minded; in all Thing 
t * ſhewing himſelf a Pattern of good Work, 
n in Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, and Sincerity,* 
VBZBaut it may be objected, that ſome of the 
= /  # markson the faſhionable Diverſions of the 
= © >r1d, don't immediately affect you, at you 
dire no Maſquerades nor Muſick-gardens, to 
entertain you; neither are Theatrical Enter. 
zainments frequent amongſt you. This is true; 
but you have, in the Winter-ſeaſon, Aſſemblies 
Once a Week, wherein you dance and game; 
Balls and Dancing at othes Times and Places, 
'Card-playing at our own Houſes, £c. And, 
Yufter me farther to ſay, That I am ſenſible 
you, many of you, fail not to give your Atten- 
dance on everyOccaſion of Mirth and Jolly; 
and that you mimick Great Britain in eve!) 
Foppery, Luxury and Recreation, within 
your Reach; which diſcovers an equal Incline 
tion, but leſs Power of gratifying a Fondnels 
for Pleaſure and Diverſions: And tho? you 
may have feè or no Opportunities of frequeſ- 
ting Plays, your Cloſets, doubtleſs, are fur- 
nifh*d with Books of this Sort; which, if it be 
| | = unlawill 
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nnlawful to ſee them exhibited on the Stage 
{as William Law, a Clergyman, greatly proves 4 
it is) tis equally unla and unfit for Chri- 
' Cians to read them: And, permit me to re- 
mind you, vgs have Biſhop Burnets, as 
well as Biſhop Tillorſon's Teſtimonies againſt + 
Plays; who, in a Sermon on the Education of 
Youth, in ſo many Words, calls ;he Play-houſe, 
the DeviPs Chapel: And in a Diſcourſe againſt 
corrupt Communication, he occaſionally men. 
tions Plays, and ſays, They are intolèrable, 
| © and not fit to be permitted in a civilized,” © 
© much leſs a Chriſtian Nation 1 moſt 0 : 
« notoriouſly miniiber, to Vice and Infidelit;/ 
“ By their rin they are apt to inſt 
bad Principles into the Minds of Men, 
d to leſſen that Awe and Reverence which 
Men ought to have of Gop and Religion. 
„And by their Lewdneſs they teach ice, 
and are apt to infect rhe Minds of Men, 
„and diſpoſe them to lewd and diſſolute 
pPractices:“ Thus far Biſhop Tillotſon. (A 
Now hear the Archbiſhop of Cambray's Sen- 
timents of theſe Kind of Books and Entertain- 
ments. In his Treatiſe on the Education of 
Youth he tells us; © Young Perſons, and e- 
* ſpeciallyWomen, have roving Imaginations, 
and for want of ſolid Nouriſhmeut, their 
« Curioſity turns on vain and CON Ob- 
jects; they are extremely affected with Ro- 
_ © mances, and chimerical Adventures, and 
„Plays, in which = Love bears a 
mighty Share, and fills their Minds with _ 
empty Notions, which bear no Proportion 
to the true Motive or Spring of our Actions 
cc 12 
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* in this preſent Worid: A poor Girl, whoſe | 


Head is filPd with ſurprizing Strains, is. 


ec diſappointed not to find, in the World, real 


* Pertons of the Character of Romantick He. 


te roes; and as ſhe would live like one of their 
«© 1maginary Princeſſes, what Diſguſt muſt it 


. © be for her to deſcend from this imaginary” 
cc State, to the mean Parts and Offices of 


( 
1 


1 6 mY 
nnd Knowledge ſmall, in the ſublime Myſteries 


“ Houſewifery? 3 1255 
Thus you may obſerve from the Sentiment 


cot theſe great and pious Men, the miſchievous 


Conſequences thar attend the frequenting 
Play-houſes, as well as reading prophane and 
unedifying Books; as they you them hurtful 
in a civil or ſocial, as well as in a religious 
Relation. - 

But further ; tho* my Experience is ſhort, 


of Chriſtianity, yet I have been induced to 
conſider it both abſurd and irrational to pro- 

oſe vain Amuſements and Diverſions to 

hriſtians, whoſe Converſation is in Heaven; 
who have taſted of the good Word of Life, 
witneſs' d of the Powers of the World to come, 
ſhar'd, in part, of the Joys of Heaven, by 


divine Communion and Fellowthip withGop: 


For, as the Apoſtle ſays truly, The Fellow- 
ſhip of all real Chriſtians is with the Father, 
and with the Son, CuRIST IE Ss; with 
whom, having ſatin high and heavenly Places, 
they ook down with holy Contempt on lower 
Enjoyments :” To preſcribe, I ſay, to theſe 
earthly Pleatures and Delights, nay, vain and 
irrational Ones too, is, as the pious Boyle juſtly 
obſerves, as unreaſonable, as if one ſhould ima. 
gine 


* * * * ; 


wine an Eagle could be dazzled with a Glows. 
worm, when, from his high Station, he had 
been newly gazing at the Sun. And indeed 
were the common Recreations both innocent. 
and lawful, a true Chriſtian could not con- 
ceive any Delight in them, or in any Thin 

that tended to divert their Meditation, and 
carry them fo far from GoD, whoſe Words»  *3 
and Preſence are become more to them tham * 
their neceſſary Food; and even the Cares and 
Concerns of this Life, which on various Oc 1} 
caſions, muſt neceſſarily occupy the Thoughts. | 
Jof Chriſtians, are irkſome and burthenfome _ © 
to many; as they, in ſome Sort deprive them 
of more near and intimate Communion and | 
Intercourſe with Gop ; who, tho? he is that 
High and Holy One, that inhabits Eternity, 
and dwells in Light inacceſſible by mortal 
Eyes; tho? Heaven is his Throne, and Earth 
his Footſtool, yet condeſcends by his Holy 
Spirit to tabernacle with Men, and ſtoop 1 
low as to ſtand at the Door of our Hearts, 
and knock for an Entrance. Behold! ſaith the 
Loxp, I fland at the Door and knock, if any 
Man open to me, I will come in and ſup with 
im, and he /hall ſup with me. Thus, when 
Ve are made Partakers of this bleſſed and di- 
vine Communion and holy Supper, we are 
ready to cry out after this Manner, Tis good 
for us to be here ; Lord ! Evermore give us 
this Bread! I ſometimes thought the royal 
P{almiſt ſeem'd to be much in the Caſe or 
State J have mentioned; thirſting after God, 
as he himſelf expreſſes it, but often. interrup- 
ted and carry'd away by the Avocations = 3 
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FC 
his Kingdom, and Perplexities from his En 
mies, at a greater Diſtance from Gov tha 
was pleaſing to him, and which he ſeems i 
- Have in View, and lament, when ſpreading 
his Cauſe before the Almighty, he complaing 
of the Oppreſſion from Men of the Won! 
who, ſays 5 have their Portion in thin itz 
And, on another Occaſion, he deſeribes ſom 
of the ſame Diſpoſition, enquiring, Who ui 
ſhew us any (temporal) Good © But as for m, 
Jhall be ſatisfied with thy Likeneſs ; I will behgll 
thy Face in Righteouſneſs ; Lo xo, lift p 
Light of thy Countenance upon me, then ha 
. rejoice more, than when Corn, Wine and bi 
=_  encreaſeth. And again, When Tawake{or au 
free from Interruption) I am ftill with the, 
=_ where IT drink in thy Preſence of the Fonntiln 
% Life, and in thy Light T ſee more Light ; fir 
bleed is the Man whom thou chooſeſt, au 
= cauſe/t to approach unto thee, that he may duel 
An thy Courts, for in thy Preſence is fulneſs 
+ and at thy Right Hand are Rivers if 
2 x rs for evermore ! And he pronounces 

4 the Man bleſſed, whoſe Delight is in the Lav 

= of zheLoxp, and who meditates therein Vi 
T --. . A 
Such Meditations of the Lo xD are ſwet 
- unto his People, and make them glad in his 
Preſence; and the ſpiritual Intercourſes, wi 
which the Almighty in great Mercy and Cot 
deſcenſion is pleaſed to favour his Servant 
and Children, are indeed in ſomee dgree Fort 

taſtes of Heaven: For thoꝰ the Apoſtle tells 5, i 

< Eye (the Eye of the natural Man, who » 


devoted and enſlaved to carthly Thins) 
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hath not ſeen, nor Kar heard, neither hun 
ir enter'd into the Heart (of ſuch Men as 
theſe) to-conceive the my which Smůqn 
hath prepared for them that ove him; bm Þ 
6855 hath revealed them unte us by his ES "2 
Spirit: For the Spirit ſearcheth ali 
« yea, the deep hens | Ha- | 
© tural Man receiveth 
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© remains in 


tell you what we judge lawful or convenient. 
Innocent Divertiſements, ſays he, which 
may ſufficiently ſerve for Relaxation of the 
« Mind, are theſe ; Friends may viſit one 
another ; hear or read Hiſtory ; yu of the 

* preſent or paſt Tranſactions; follow Gar- 
* {ening ; uſe geometrical and mathematical 
Experiments, and ſuch Things of this Na- 
© ture; in all which we are not to forget 
* Gor,” To this let me add the Concur- 
fence of the Biſhop of Cambray, in his Rules 
tor educating Youth : who, ſpeaking of Re- 
creations proper for a young Perſon, fays 
thus : “ There is no Need of fine Machines 

| Or otphts, threatrical Pomps or Expences, to 
fecreate a young Woman; but an inſtructive 
Reading; a Labour which is by herſelf freely 
undertaken; a Walk, or a little innocent Con- 
verſation, which relaxes the Mind after hard 
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Labour, and leaves a purer Joy in her, thy fl 
of the moſt charming Muſick, or ſtudiedÞj. 
verſion. And, further, we may conſider the 
Works and Order of Nature; for the Heaven 
declare the Glory of Go p, and the Firmament 
ſheweth his Handy-work ; Day unto Day ut. 
dereth Speech, and Night unto Night ſheweth 
Knowledge: Thus the inviſible Things of Goy 
are diſcerned {by the Things that are viſible) 
even the Eternal Godhead. By ſuch Obſerys. 
tions, ſays one of our Authors, The Creation 
would no longer be a Riddle to us; the Hes. 
vens, Earth and Waters, with their reſpective 
various, and numerous . Inhabitants ; their 
Productions, Natures, Seaſons, Sympathies, 
and Antypathies; their Uſe and Benefit, would 
be better underſtood by us; and an eternal 
== Wiſdom, Power, Majeſty and Goodneſs, very 
conſpicuous to us, thro” theſe ſenſible and 
paſſing Forms; the World wearing the Mark 
of its Maker, whoſe Stamp is every where 
viſible, and the Characters legible to the 
Children of Wiſdom : This would direct Peo- 
N in the Uſe of the World ; for kow could 
an have the Conſcience to abuſe it, while 
they ſee the great Creator ſtaring them in the 
Face, in all and every Part of it. And adds; 
As Man is confider'd as the Epitome of the 
World, we ſhould not be ignorant of our 
oven Make and Frame; a Glaſs, in which we 
ſhould fee that true, inſtructing and agreeable 
Variety, which is to be obſerved in Nature 
to the Admiration of that Wiſdom, and 
Adoration of that Power, that created and 
formed us.” 
Theſe 
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er Attentions, do not exclude Go p; whereas 
it would be impious ſo much as to imagine, 
that the Smiles of Go ps Countenance, or 
bis holy Preſence, can in the leaſt Degree bo 
enjoy'd in the common Paſtimes and Diverſi- 
ons of the World; tis not expected nor pre- 
tended to by any of the Votaries to Pleaſure. 
On the contrary, how is the ſacred Name f 
the Almighty daily and frequently prophaned, ©  * 
not only by profeſs'd Gameſters, but by Per- 
ſons of both Sexes, who play, as they ſay, for 
Diverſion, and who make no Scruple frequent: 
ly to take Gs holy Name in vain, and uſe | 
it wickedly and abſurdly to bleſs or curſe _ 
their, as they term it, good or bad Fortune? 
And indeed it has been often Subject of Amaze- 
ment and Sorrow to me, when I ſo frequently 
meet with, and obſerve this Impiety, even 
amongſt Profeſſors of Chriſtianity of moſt. 
Denominations, who irreverently, and, with» 
out Fear, take Go D's ſacred Name into their 
Mouths in their ordinary and trivialDiſcourſe, 
and vain Converſation ; not conſidering chat 
this Practice is an open and manifeſt, Viola- 
Lion of one of Gaps Laws or Commands, in 
which he declares, He will not hald them gail 
leſs Hat take his Name in %ain{which Precep 3 
they frequently repeatin their ear Aud | 
our Lo xp aſſures us, that for every idle Word 
that Men ſhall (peak, they ſhall give an Ac» 
count in the Day of Judgment; how much 
more then for this daily Breach of One, not 
the leaſt, of his Precepta? I would beg Leaves 
to renuad yau, how careful and circunuſpect 
| Davit#- 


\ 


F 


* * n 8 , ates * * J * {ine eds „ 2 3 — 
* * .- [ * * ur — A, PI, « 4 a... = * © | LY Keke * * 
; * 7 8 3 F 5 r 3 L * Y 5 
8 x as * I 5 — — = ** 4 I 
V : L. 2 * \ * 5 N 
o 2 8 1 
* * * 2 
0 £ 
- . 


David was in his Words; I, ſays he, will lab: 
Heed to my Ways, that Tin not with iny Tongue 
Iwill keep my Mouth as with a Bridle, Je 
And the Apoſtle Fames tells us poſitively, That 
Perſon's Religion is vain who bridleth not his 
Tongue: That we ſuffer no corrupt Communi. 
cation to proceed out of our Mouths ; but, on 
the contrary, ſuch as is good, to the Uſe of edig. 
ing, that it may miniſter Grace to the Hearer, 
One Mark of the Enemies of God is, that 
they prophane his Name. Thine Enemies, ſays 
the Pſalmiſt, ra ihy Name in vain, OGoo!. 
In the Life and Character of Robert Boyſe, as 
/ an Honour to his Memory we are told, That 
ne never mentioned the Name of the Almighty, 
it with the greateſt Reverence, and always 
made a Paule at the ſaine Time: I with the 
_ Example of ſo pious a Man may be more re. 
4 Wed, and the Evil Conſequence of the 
above impious Practice more conſider'd. But 
to return: The Manner in which we think it 
allowable to ſpend our leifure Hours, as has 
been obſerv'd, does not exclude Gab; but 
ever admits and ſuggects ſome ſnitable edify- | 
ing, moral and pious Reflections, never for- 
etting to have an Eye to Go» ; and as we 
Foe in a Senſe of his Fear and Preſence, ſhoit 
FEyjaculations, or Breathings, which core | 
from, will often aſcend ro, Gov. Oa the 
contrary, where is the leaſt Room for G0 
among thoſe People who are ridiculoully . 
term'd People of Feſbion, eſpecially in He 
Britain, where the Hours of People of this 
Name are ſpent in Folly, Inpertinence and 
Wickedneſs? As Home is burthenſome #0 
| Peri{00s 
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WW 
Perſons ot this Caſt, tis now faſſrionable fo go 
abroad to Breakfaſt, and, like thoſe prophane 
Perſons the Apoſtle Peter deſcribes, They 
count it Pleaſure to riot in the Day-time ; ſome 
of theſe dance great Part of the Morning a- 
way, while others are entertained with Drolle- 
, Mimick'ry and Buffoonery. When they 

are {ſufficiently tired with this Levity and Wan- 

tonneſs, the next Appearance of the Women 
at leait, is at the Mercer's Milliner's, or Toy- 
| ſhop, ſpending in Folly, Superfluity and Ex- 
travagance, while the Huſbands. of ſome of 
them are perpiexing their Brains how to ſa}: 
port his Wife's Vanity, Which is now becon 
his own, as he proudly confiders it a Reproac- 
to himſelf, that his Wife ſhould be leſs fine 
and ſaſhionable than his Neigkboor's. Ihe 
Toilet claims the Remainder of the Morning, 
till calPd upon at perhaps Three or Four 
o'Clock, for Dinner; and then ſhe is ſo hur- 
ried and vneaſy; that the can't ſtay longer at 
her Glaſs to admire her Fopperies, that ſhe 
has little to do but quarrel with her Dinner 
or Servants, till che Hour of Viſiting or 
Diverſions, which poſſibly may continue till 
Three or Four next Morning. By the Ac 
count you have of one Day, you may eaſily 
conjecture how the whole Week is ſpent. The 
Buſine's of this Week being over, let us now 
ice how the firſt Day of the next is employ'd, 
or whether any thing of the Chrittian appears 

in their Behaviour on this Day. Having no 
Buſineſs to do on this idle Day, as many make 
it, ſome indulge and ſleep longer than uſual 
on other Days, except thoſe who ule it as a 


a Day 
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| Day of Exerciſe or Recreation, making Fs. 
eurſions into the Country merely for Pleaſure, 
Bur ler us attend thoſe who go to their reſpec. 
tive Places of Worſhip regularly; theſe, by the 
r and ſplendid dreſſes of 
both Male and Female, would induce a Stran. 
ger to think they were Idolators, repairing to 
fome Heathen Temple, rather than the Wor: 
{hip of the true God, who beholds their 
Splendor * and Pride with Contempt, and 
every One that is proud will he abaſe ; for it 
is faid, The LoxD of Hoffs hath purpoſed t 
ſtain the Pride of allearthly Glory. But next 
let us obſerve them in their Worſhip ; and 
bere again, we might imagine they were ad- 
dulreſſing ſome ſenſeleſs dumb Idol, rather than 
_ the great Searcher of Hearts: For if we may 
== tbe allow'd to judge by the Evidence of our 
= Senſes, when we ſee the Eyes of the greateſt i 
Part of the Congregation wandering abroad, Wi 
on the Faces or Dreſſes of each other, we 
may certainly conclude their Hearts are not 
at Home, or intent on their Worſhip: But 
how monſtrous and impious is the Behaviour 
of theſe People, pretending to be employed 
in the Service of the Supreme Being, when 
we behold them bowing and paying Homage 
to each other, ſometimes in the midſt of their 
Worſhip. This irreligious Conduct 1 have 
not only been an Eye Witneſs of, but in the 
Practice of it, when I profeſſed with you ; nn 


Are God's Eyes charm'd thy Veſtments to behold. - 
% Glaring in Gems, and bright with glitt'ring 
[FE — The Sacrifices he requires, 
« Are Hearts which Loye and Zeal inſpires, | 
And Vows which ſtricteſt Cares made good. 
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which Behaviour, as well as other Parts of In- 
devotion, Ihave ſince reflected with Horror; 
and found our Lox D's Words on ſeveral O- 
caſions, verified in myſelf ; I bad been indee# 
worſhipping I knew not what ; therefore in vain | 
was all ihe Formalities and Ceremonies'] wos 
performing outwardly, when. I received no in- 
ward or ſpiritual Benefit. 
A certain Clergyman, now living, as far as 
I know, (in his Remarks on the Levity Ind 
irreverent Conduct of People in this falſe 
Devotion) withes Their Prayers may nos be 
feund in the Catalogue of their Sins. Ant 
another adviſes them, when at their Prayer 
to pauſe, and ask themſelves, if they real, 
pray J have been greatly concerned, when 
have thought that ſuch Pretences to Worth: 
can be conlider*d no other (if I may be allow 
the Expreſſion) than affronting the Almighty 
to his Face; and that he may take up the tame 
Complaint as he did of old againit the Yee, 
laying, This People drawmnigh io me with ther 
Tongues and their Lips, but their Hearts are 
far from me. And now the Worſhip is'over, 
let us obſerve if we can hear any Remarks on 
the Sermon: No ſurely ; that was not the Bu- 
imeſs that principally concern'd them; but 
the Faſhions and Garbs of one another ingrois 
the whole Obſervation, as ſoon as they are 
qiſmiſſed, and are commonly the Subject of 
Converfation moſt part of the remaining Day.. 
ut when we conſider tne Practice and Pre- 
Paration of the foregoing Week, the Horror 
ad Amazement we mult certainly have been 
eld with, while we are reffecting, will ceaſe; 
FI: and 
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and we ſhall conclude with Regret, That 
better cannot be expected from People, while 
they remain in ſuch an inconſiderate, irrelj 
gious, and unhappy Situation! The Impie 
of a Life thus ſpent in this Circle of Madn 
Folly and falte Devotion, is ſufficient, ont 
_ would think, to provoke and draw down th: 
Indignation of the Almighty on the Heads of 
ſuch Tranſgreſſors, with whom he has long 
ſuffer'd, in order to bring them to Repentance. 
And I have been led to admire and adore the 
long Forbearance and Mercy of the Maje 
of Heaven, who is thus daily affronted and 
_ by his Creatures ; Creatures too of 
his Pleaſure, whoſe Life, Breath and Being, 
depend on his Will; and who placed us here 
on this Earth to ſerve him our Creator, by 
glorifying him with our Bodies, Souls and Spi. 
Tits. But alas! inſtead of giving the Honour 
due to his Name, or acknowledging himin all 
our Ways, as we are exhorted, 'tis impoſſible 
that People in this Courſe of Life that Ihave 
deſcribed, can acknowledge Gop in any of 
their Ways; and that in the Room of having 
Him in all their Thoughts, they take certain 
and ſure Meaſures to exclude him from al 
their Thoughts. And when I have ſometimes 
been reflecting on the common Expreſſion 
made uſe of by many of theſe Sort of Chri- 
Jtians, when they would confirm ſomething 
they are going to aſſert for Truth, irreverent!y 
uſe theſe Words, As I hope 10 be ſaved, Ihave 
been much affected; for how People, whopur- 
ſue theſe Steps, can rationally hope to arrive 
at Heaven, Icannot conceive, But Fuppolirs 
wh. 4 
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it poſſible to obtain it in their own carnal 


Way, how wou'd, or cou'd they reliſh the 


Pleaſure ſaid to be at Go D's Right Hand, or 
delight in his Preſence, when t have had A 
no Acquaintance, Communion or Fellowſhip, 
with him on Earth? What would they think 
of ſpending an Eternity in his Service and 
Praiſe, when the very Mention of Religion, 
and the 'Thin 8 of Gop, are irkſome and 1 


troubleſome in Time? And it is now become 
unfaſhionable and mean, and the Mark of a 
puſillanimous Spirit, ſo much as to infinuate 


any Care or Concern about their poor immor- 


tal Souls. Bur let not any deceive themſelves, 


and hope to obtain Heaven and Happineſs 6a 2 


eater Terms than the Almighty has propoſes : 
For if we will credit the facred Writings, 


none but thoſe who have ſincerely repented 
of their evil Ways, and turn'd from them 
who have lov'd, fear'd and ſerv'd Gop here 


below, and who have gain'd the Victory over 


iheirfoful Luſts and Paſſions; cu 0 


into this glorious Manſion of Bliſs (nor none 
but thoſe who are properly qualified for a Parr 
in the heavenly Choir, who can ſing the Song 


of the Redeemed) where the happy Employ- g | 
ment of the Righteous will be praiſing GoDd, | 


and giving Glory to his Name; as 7% (call'd 


the Divine) teſtifies; I ſaw, ſays he, thoſe who 
bad gotten the Viftory, with Harps in their 


Hands, ſinging the Song of Moſes, the Servant 
of the Lox D, and the Song of the Lamb, ſay- 
ing, Great and Marvellous are thy Works, 
Lozp Goo Almighty ! juft and true are thy 


Mays, theu King of Saints | Who ſhall not fear 


_ thee, 
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thee, OLox D and glorify thy Name.” 4 
every Creature which is in Heaven. praiſy Wl 


F Gop, ſaying, Bleſing and Honour, Glory ani 
F. Power, be unio him that fitieth on the 7 EN 
[ and to the Lamb, for ever and ever ! And ew 
| Order of Angels continually crying, Holy, Hol, 
N Holy 15 the Lo RD of Holle And thoſe why 
are redeemed, whoſe Robes are waſh'd inthe 
Blood of the Lamb, who are arrived at this 
holy Habitation, not thro* Pomp and Luxury, 
but thro? great 'Tribulation, ſtand before the 
Throne of God, and ſerve him Night and 
Day in his Temple; and he thatfitteth on the 
Throne ſhall dwell. amongſt them, and lead 
them to Fountains of LivingWater, and Goo 
ſhall wipe away all Tears from their Eyes. 
I this be the happy Situation of the Bleſſed 
above, as we have no Reaſon to doubt but it 
1s, examine yourſelyes, I beſeech you, and ſee 
how you are prepar'd and qualified for ſuch 
a Place and * e ; and remember tis the 
Living only, thoſe whom CurisrT hath re- 
deemed from the Power of the Grave of Sin, 
and quicken'd, by the Reſurrection of his 
Holy Spirit, to a Life of Holinels, that Can 
truly praiſe Go p; thoſe who are dead in Tre. 
paſſes and Sin, cannot celebrate his Praiſe, 
nor ſing the Song of the raniomed Ones. 
Therefore you who are as ailcep, in a carnal, 
ealy and careleſs State, hear the Voice 0: tac 
Son of God, which ſpcaks in your Conic 
ence, ſaying, Awake, ariſe from the Dead, and 
Cn nus ſhall give thee Life; fland in Awe, 
and Sin not; commune with your 0. 5 
und be ſtill; retire there, and fee how of _ 

| | | ( 
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Less 85 
ande between Go bp and your own Souls; de- 
aint yourſelves with Go p, and be at Peace : 
For I teſtify to you this Day, that Lhave wit- 
geſſed his Peace and Favour to be better than 
Life; for which my Heart, as well as my Lips, 
have often return'd, to his great Name, high 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings ! O that many may 
be made ſenſible of his Favour to their Souls! 
that they may ſee, and fear, and turn unto 
the LoxD, and truſt in his Name: You who 
are afar off from Gop, draw near, and be- 
hold his Goodneſs, and taſte it; and you who 
are ncar, with me, acknowledge his Might. 
Times of Ignorance Go D winked at; but now, 
in this Goſpel-Day, he commands all Men, every 
where, to repent ; as Life and Immortality is 
brought to Light, through the Goſpel of JESU 
Cix1sT ; whoſe Goſpel you profeſs to rejoice 
in: But if thoſe, called Chriſtians (whom Gop 
hath known, above all the Families of the 
Earth) rebel againſt the Light, your Puniſh» 
ment will be the greater, according to the 
Proportion of Knowledge and Grace received: 
For that Servant who knows his Lo Rp's 


Will, and prepares not himſelf, neither does 


according to his Will, ball be beaten with 
Many Stripes. 1 WA 
Bring your Deeds therefore to the Light of 
Cnxisr in your own; Conſciences, and fee 
if they are wrought in Gop : Remember why 
lome formerly refuſed to bring their Deeds to 
this Light; it was becauſe it would manifeſt 
that they were Evil, and therefore reproved 
by it, And tho? the Proſpect may. appear 
doomy and unpleaſant to ſome, and you _ 
| n 
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be unwilling to break your falſe Peace, wi 


— e §—·˙ CS 
_ a — ** 2 2 
* F , * ; 
- 
oo f 
9 
- 8 o 


ſo diſguſtful and diſagreeable, as changing ou 


whoſe Love, when you are really in Poſſeſſion 
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ditturb a Reſt you have created to yourſelys 
and find a ſtronger Propenſity to gratify than 
croſs your ſenſual Inclinations and Appetite; 
tho? "5m may be averſe to an Undertaking 
which is likely to prove troubleſome ; a Tak 


old Cuſtoms and Manners ; which you an 
told by the Apoſtle, muſt be done: Al why 
areinCnurisTſESUs, muſt be new Creatures: 
Old Things miſt paſs away, all Things muſt be 
come new, and all of Gon, Theſe you may 
poſſibly think hard Sayings ; but remember, 
the Propenſities of Fleſh and Blood cannot 
enter with you into the Kingdom of Goo; 


of it, will make hard Things eaſy, and bilter 
Things ſweet. 
Many are diſcouraged and afraid to enter 
upon a religious Courſe of Life, as it wil, 
they imagine, retrench their Liberties, and 
render, their Lives unpleaſant, gloomy aud 
melancholy : This, indeed is one of the Sub- 
tilties of Satan; one of his evil Reports of the 
good Land of Promiſe, which *tis his Advan- 
tage to prevent your Entrance into. But 
don't believe him, nor his evil Spies; he was 4 
Liar from the Beginning, and remains ſo to 
this Day. Though the Path you muſt tread, 
is narrow, and will not admit of many Things 
which Pride has introduced, and the Tyrant, 
Cuftom, maintains and ſupports (and which 
by the Way, you will have no Affection for) 
yet there is Room enough to enjoy the ne- 
ceſſary Things of this Life, in * 
| : amel, 
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een ſo long Sinners, and did not turn to, 
Pre and obey Gp, ſooner; and now will 
on mourn over him, whom you often pier- 


ed with your Sins: Grieve, perhaps, you 
K N A Reaſon will be, That the World 


es in Wickedneſs : But I dare venture to aſſert, 
hat no true and real Chriſtian, ever repented 
that he was ſo ; for all ſuch Experience, in 


© W1:uth, that Go p's Service, is perfect Free- 

om; and that all Vis Ways, are Ways of 
\ BP ca/anineſs, and all his Paths, Paths of Peace. 
. 


But farther, you who may be unwilling to 


enter upon this new but neceſſary Work, this 
„ene Thing is abſolutely needful; remember 
and conſider, that CHRIs rr poſitively aſſures 
; ] 


Spirit) he can in no wiſe enter the Kingdom o. 
Heut en, John iii. 3, And that if ever you arc 
taved, it muſt be according to Gop's own 


; Preſcription, by the Waſhing of Regeneration, 
j ana Renezving (Power) of the Holy Ghoſt ; by 
| F his ſanctifying Word and Operation ; Wiel 


is able co do more abundantly for you, than 
you can aſk or think: Therefore let me entreat 
you, got to forſake your own Mercics: Goo 
is waiting to be gracious to you; his Hand is 


fu! of Bleſſings; accept I beſeech you, of the 


0 TI | . 8 : 

u e the Day of your Viſitation latts, leſt 
you call, he ſhould not anſwer ; for he _ 
4 hu :clared, That his Spir7: ſhall not always 


fir eu Man, for that he alſo is Fielh. 


dalration, and do not vainly hope or imagine 
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ment, you will indeed, becauſe you have 


us, That except a Man be born again (of the 


Chats of his Grace, and anſwer to his Call, - 


Imply then with the Almighty's Terms of 


He 
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He will be brought down to yours: Dont 
think yourſelves ſafe, tho“ many of you m 
be innocent from great Tran greſſions ; . 
member, all and every Unrighteouſneſs is Sin 
But many flatter themſelves, and believe, f 
they are not chargeable with groſs Immorik 
ties, that little Sins will not be noted by th 
Almighty ; that Satan, the World, and th 
Fleſh, are ſo powerful, that they cannot gt 
the better of thoſe little Weakneſſes and Frail. 
ties ſo incident to human Nature ; and as the 
do not, on their Principles, expect to be freed 
from them on this Side the Grave, they 
not ſo much as deſire or attempt to obtain 
Conqueſt over them; but depend on Co- 
Mercy, hoping he will not be extreme to mark 
ſmall Offences ; and if they are exact in ſom? 
moral Duties, they imagine the Almighty wil 
compound for little Reſerves. That Goo is 
eſſential Mercy, I grant; but don't forget, that 
he 1s alſo Sovereign Juſtice, and will not con- 
demn the Innocent; neither will he ſtep aſide 
from his Equity, to acquit the Guilty; for 
as the Richicouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall bt 
7:pon him, fo ſhall the Wickedneſs of the Wicked 
be upon him, Ezek. xviii. 20. Say ye t0 tht 
Righteous, it ſhall be well with him, for bt 
ſhall eat the Fruit of his Doings: But woeunio 
the Wicked, it ſhall he ill with him ; for the 
Reward of his Hands ſhall be given him. 
But farther, theſe trite Arguments and E 
cuſes, which are ſo generally made uſe of 10 
defend evil Practices, appear as weak as the 
Frailties they plead for; and I think, if I may 


be allow'd the Expreſſion, People make the 
| Almighty 
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mighty a very injurious Compliment, when 
— Abe Je hes Power and Strength to. 
Satan, than to the Moſt High. But perhaps 
they may imagine the Almighty will diſpenſe 
with ſome of his Attributes, ſince they allow 

him one in a more abſolute Degree. 7 
And now give me Leave to tell you what 
| thegreat Proteſtant Advocate, Chillingfſworth, 
ays on this Subject, in a Sermon preached 
before King Charles the Firſt (if I remember 
right) which take it in his own Words and 
Senſe. Some afcribe a Sort of Omnipotency to 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; and that 
Gon neither does, nor will give ſufficient 
Strength to reſift them; which Opinion he li 
tours to explode, and poſitively affirms, tha 
by the Aſſiſtance of the Grace of God, it". 
in our Power 16 reſiſt them; and ſheus the 
Neceſſity of ſo doing, from what we are ſo 
frequently and plainly aſſured of in the News 
Teſtament, viz. That without actual and ef- 
fectual Morificaiion, with actual and eſſential 
Amendment of Life, Regeneration and Sanfifi- 
cation, no Hope, no Poſſibility of Salvation, 
Thus you ſee, ſays he, all the divine Writers 
of the New-Teſtament, with one Conſent, and 
with one Mouth, proclaim the Neceſſity of real 
Holineſs, and labour to diſenchent us from the © 
tain Fancy, That Men may be faved by ſorrows. 
ng for their Sins, and intending to leave them, 
without He tue Converſion and Reformatiun of 
Life: Which, it may be fear'd, has ſent Thou 
Jands of Souls to Hell, in a golden Dream of 
Heaven : And therefore he very juſtly apprizes 
his Audience, That it was not ihe pleaſing 
G Then 
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themſelves, of being of ſuch a Sect or Profeſſin, 
together with going to Church, ſaying or hear. 
ing of Prayers, receiving of Sacraments, heir. 
ing, repeating or preaching of Sermons ; with 
Zeal for Ceremonies, or Zeal againſt them; jr 
indeed with any Thing elſe, than conſtant 
Piety towards GoD, Juſlice and Charity to dur 
Neighbours, Temperance, Chaſtity and Sobriai 
towards ourſelves ; we ſhall one Day find we 
Have not moched Go p, but ourſelves; and ſhall 
have our Portion among Hypocrites ! We make 
the Church a Stage whereon to act our Part 
and playing our Pageantry ; there we mate a 
' Profeſſion every Day of confeſſing our Sins, with 
humble, lowly, penitent and obedient Hearts; 
and yet when we have talked after this Rate, 
\ Zwenty, thirty, or forty Years, our Hearts, fir 
the moſt Part, continue as proud, as impenitent, 
and as diſobedient, as they were in the Begins 
ning *. We make great Proteſtations when we 
meet and aſſemble together to render Thanks to 
Almighty Go p, for the great Benefits receivel 
at his Hands: And if this were to be perform. 
| e 


A certain Author, in ſome Remarks on the Confeſſion - 
and Litany in the Book of Common Prayer, exclaims after 
this Manner; What! always learning, and never coming 
to the Knowledge of Truth? Miſerable Sinners you find us, 
and miſerable you leave us! And, in the Caſe of Confeſſion, 
he thus ſtates the Matter; Suppoſe thou hadſt a Son, ani 
ſhouldſt daily let him know what thou wouldſt have him do, 
and he ſhould Day by Day, Week by Week, and Year by 
Year, provoke thee to thy Face, and ſhould ſay, Father, | 
have not done what thou commandeft me to do: but I have 
done quite the contrary; and ſhould continue to provoke 
thee to thy Face, once, or oftner, every Week, wou'dit thou 
not think him a rebellious Child, and that his Application 


to thee was mere Mockery ? And would it not occaſion the 
to diſinherit him? | | | FT 


was, for the moſt part, gone, and _ thu 


but being a new Creature : Not a wiſhing you 


| ror purpdſing vatnly to keep ; but the keeping 


we * 
- 


— 


1 
with Words, with Hoſanna's, Hallelnjab s, 


4 


| Gloria Patris, Pſalms, Hymns, and ſuch like 


outward Matters; peradventure we ſhould do - 
it very ſufficiently : But, in the mean Time, in 
gur Lives and Actions, we provoke the Al. 
mighty, and that 10 his Face, with all Variety 

of grievous and bitter Prowocations ; we do 


thoſe Things which he has aſſured us to be 1 
 odious unto Him, and contrary to his Nature. 


And therefore he laments to ſee, hat thePower 

of Godlineſs, almoſt in all Places, was decried | 
and vaniſhed ; the Form and Profeſſion of it only 
remaining; that the Spirit and Soul of Religion _ 


outward Carcaſs or Shadow of it left behind. 
His whole Diſcourſe was to preſs the abſolut 
Necejſiry of Converſion from Sin, and to ſber 
that nothing ſhort of it would ftand one in any 
Stead, That none wereCnrisTt's, but thoſe 
who have crucified the Fleſb, with theAfe Hons 
and Lifts : They that have not done ſo, let them _ 
be as ſorrowful as they pleaſe, they, as yet; are 
none , CnrisS Hs: And he cries out, Lo Rp! 
wha; a Multiiude of Chriſtians ere there inthe 
World, that do not belong to CixisT ! And 
then goes on; 17 #5 not a wiſhing, but a working 
Faith: Not a wiſhing you were anew Creature; 


bad kept, nor a forrowing you have not kept, 


his Commandments muft prevail with Him, as 

it1s not to the Willing, but to the Obedient the 

Promiſe is given. But is not this, ſays he, 

preaching Works, as the Papiſts do 5 No, cer- | 

ainily; but it is to preach Works, as CHRIST 
. and 


and his Apoſtles do; it is to preach the Meceſſiy 
of them, which no good Proteſtant, no pu 
 Chriftian ever denied; but it is not to preach 
the Merit of them, which is the Error of the 
F _— Few: 
By this Author's Manner of preachin 
Works, we may infer, that he includes l 
Chriſtian, as well as moral Virtues; by ſaying, 
We muft become new Creatures, and keep al 
Gop's Commandments : And I would obſerve 
to ſome, whom I have elſewhere ſaid ſeem to 
confine Chriſtianity to moral Duties, and, in 
ſome Sort, to exclude the Duties of the firſt 
Table, which we are as punCtual to perform, 
\ as thoſe of the Second; what will it avail us, 
tho we be exact in moral Works, if the Mo. 
tive of them do not come from Gov? for 
tho? we do all imaginable Juſtice to Mankind, 
tho' we give all our Goods to the Poor, and 
ſuffer for what we think our Religion, yet 
the Apoſtle Paul tells us, we may be deficient 
in the moſt material Point, if we have not 
Charity; or do not act from that which ougt 
to be the Spring and Motive of all our Ac- 
tions, viz. Love 10 Go Dp. The young Man 
who came to CHRIST, had, as he ſaid, i 
the Commands contain'd in the ſecond Table, 
and ye we find him unfit for eternal Life; he 
was negatively good ; he had not done any 
Murther, nor committed Adultery ; he had 
not ſtole from, nor defrauded his Neighbour; 
he had refrain'd from theſe Evils ; but we do 
not find he had yet learn'd to do well : And 
when Obe ience to a poſitive and particular 


Injunction, Curisr ourLoRD, was pleaſes 
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to lay upon him (ſuppoſed) to prove his Love 
and Obedience to Go p; when it was required 
of him to quit, or exchange, his earthly Poſ- 
ſeſſions, tho with great Advantage, no leſs: 
than an Inheritance eternal in the Heavens, 
and take up a Croſs to his own Will and De- 
fires, and follow CHRIST, in this Way of 
Self-denial; behold he Coward-like withdraws, 


= 


and departs, we are told, ſad and dejected, 


being grieved with the Saying: This unhappy 
oung Man's Refuſal of the Kingdom, or 
| Eternal Life, on our Lox D's Conditions, oc- 
caſioned him, with an apparent Concern; to 
ſay, How 2 ſhall they that have, or in his 
following Words, that truſt in Riches, enter the 


Kinzdom of GOD! And on another Occaſion, * 


he further declares, That whoſcever came to 
Him, and 100k not up his Croſs, and denied 
himſelf, and hated not Father and Mother, 
Wife, Children, Brethren and Siſters, yea, and 
þ15 own Life (when brought in Competition 
of his Duty and Love to Go p) he could not be 
is Diſciple, and, conſequently, unworthy of 
eternal Life. | > 
lihallnow give you the Senſe of Dr. W7ithy, 
as well as my own, with Reference to the 
Precept of Self denial, £c. He introduces 
bis Subje & by paraphraſing on att. xiii. 22. 
Likeviii. 14. Zark iv. 19. all which Remarks. 
l ihall paſs over, and only obſerve what he 
ſays on Part of the ſaid 19th Verſe, The l/s 
lg fler other Things; burtfulThings, which 
(9G ie Sed or Word of Life 17 u- The 
L/tf the Eye, he tells us, are our Deſires of 
% pared, rich Furniture, and ſuch like, 
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435 by St. John are filed, the Pride of Life: B. 
ire of popular Applauſe, or high Eftimation ij 
the World: Advancement to high Poſt 


five Love to our Relatives; as Parents, wing 


ftruftive of that Influence, the Word of Lift 
ſhould have upon 1$ : And St. John informs us, 
that alliheſe are not of the Father; but of the 


ſet our Hearts upon them, the Love of the Fr. 


the Way was too narrow to admit of Pride in 
Luxury, appeai*d to me inconſiſtent with the 


of the Apoſtles, I laid aſide ſeveral Things ! 
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e S, Or great 
Places, above others : And, laſtly, our Exceſ. 


p 
P * * 0 
tions prove Temptat ions to Sin, as the Exc, 


of them certainly does; they will then be ob. 


Children, Friends, &c. For when theſe Afi 


World, John li. 15. 16. And that IF we love gr 


ther is not in us. Therefore CaR1s'T requires 
us to diny ourſelves in all theſe Things, to lne 
them leſs, or hate them (comparatively) that 
ze may be his Diſciples. And next I ſhall en. 
deavour toilluſtrate, by one Inſtance, among 
the many I have experienced, how [I under- 
ſtand the above Precept, by ſaying how I con- 
ducted myſelt in a Circumſtance wherein 
Self-denial appear'd requiſite and neceſſary to 
be put in Practice by me. i 1 
Viien] vas conducted, by my great Leader, 
into the narrow Path of Self-denial, I was 
ſenſible that I muſt part with many hurtful and 
ſuperfluous Things, Ihad been accuſtomed to; 


any Shape or Form; and as Superfluity in 
Apparel, as well as many other Inſtances of 


Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and the more part- 
cular Inſtructions and Aun.onitions of ſeveral 


thought inconſiſtent with the Profeſſion of d 
. Chriſtian; 
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Chriſtian ; and diſuſed idle and un meaning 
Compliments, and further, being convinced #4 
of the Principles of the People called Quakers, 
] joined to that Society. Thus I became ſin- 
| gular, and conſequently deſpicable to my 
Children, and ſome of my Acquaintance and 
Friends; who not only 1 a Diſlike, but 
a Concern that I ſhould appear in ſo con- 
temptible a Manner, and fo very different 
from what I uſually had done. Here I had a 
Croſs to bear. What was now to be done! 1 
was certain I had acted with Sincerity, and 
done, according to the beſt of my Underſtand- | 
ing, what I apprehended the Duty of every 
common Chriſtian, viz. To part with al . 
Superfluities of Naughtineſs, which were now # 1 
bezinning to be burthenſome to me, as I gra- 
dually experienced, Old Things paſſing away, 
and New Deſires and Affections to take Place 
in my Heart. I frequented the Meetings of 
theſe People, as I was convinced the Doctrines 
they taught, and their Mode of Worſhip, - 
were free from Ceremonies and Superſtition, _Þ 
and moſt agreeable to the Obſervations I had 
made in reading the ſacred Writings, £c. and 
what was moſt valuable and worthy Imita- 
tion, that the true and genuine Members of 
this Society, walk conſiſtently and agreeably 
to the Rules and Maxims of CHRIST and 
his Apoſtles, However, to be deſpiſed by - 
my Acquaintan e, Friends and Children, was 
a jTyai hard to bear: But whoſoever he be of 
you, Hr 7ak th not up his Croſs, and hates 
79; (comparatively) Father, Mol ben, Chit 
dren, 
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Aren, &c. ſays our bleſſed Lo RD, is not ur. 
thy of me, and cannot be my Diſciple. EY 


And, though, in this Inſtance, Iendeayour. 


_edtopleaſe G p rather than Men, PII venture 


to aſſert, that few have a more natural Ten. 


] derneſs, and affectionate Regard, in both, or 
all theſe Relations than myſelf. And, indeed, 


when the Love of Go p is received into our 
Hearts, tis ſo far from leſſening or contrac. 
ting our lawful Affections, that it enlarges 
our Hearts, in a peculiar Manner, to our Re. 


latives and Friends; and excites in us a loving 


and benevolent Diſpoſition towards all Man- 
kind, whoſe Happineſs we entirely wiſh: 


For if any Man fay, Ilove Go p, and hateth 
his Brother, he is a Liar; for he who love 


not his Brother, whom he hath ſeen, hoy 
can he love GoD, whom he hath not ſeen” 


And this Commandment we have from him, 


That he who loveth Go p, will love his Bro- 
* ther alſo; and we love Go p becauſe he firſt 
loved us: Therefore, if (op fo loved us, 
we ought to love one another, and do Good 
to all; but, More eſpeciglly to the Houſhold | 
* of Faith; with whom we are made one in 
CuRISr. | 

But further, among many Inſtances of Self. 
denial, as I have above remark'd, I found | 
Pride, in Apparel, abſolutely neceſſary to be 
avoided; and tho Pride, in every Species and 
Appearance, is abominable and odæus in the 
Sight of the Almighty, yet it ſeems paftich.- 


larly againſt this Branch of it, that the Pro- 


et Linh exclaims in his third Chapter: 


And, I am forry to oblerve, that the Charge 
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of this odious, as well as irrational Paſſion of 

e Mind, equally affects the Male, as the 
Female Part of my Species. But what ren- 
© ders it the more nofable, is, that we don't 
© remark, in preceeding Ages, any Prohibiti- 
t on, in the Article of Apparel, ever ſo much 
gs mention'd; or any Caution given to Men, 
to avoid Superfluity, or Gaiety, of this Kind; 
Jas if this Folly and Weakneſs, was indeed 
incident and peculiar to Women only. 

And we may remark, from Hiſtory, that 
wiſe Men always neglected and deſpiſed Gaiety 
in their Clothes; and, whenever any Vanity 
of this Sort appeared, tho? in young Men, it 
was look'd upon with 8 and derided 
by reaſonable Men, who conſider'd it as a 
Mark or Indication of weak Intellects. | 

But however that be, I ſhall take the Liber- 
ty of aſking my own Sex, who ſeem moſt con- 
cerned in the ſudgements pronounced by the 
Prophet againſt the Pride of Women, their 
Opinion of the Chapter I have mentioned. 
After the Prophet had been enumerating the 
great Diſadvantages and Calamities the Chil- 
dren or People of Iſrael had brought upon 
themſelves by their Sin and Diſobedience, for 
which, he tells them, the Lox would aſſu- 
redly enter into Judgment, by bringing theſe 
Calamities ſuddenly upon them ; he adds, 
| Moreover, the Lo xD faith, becauſe the 
Daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk 
with ſtretched-forth Necks, and wanton. 
| Eyes, walking, and mincing as they 85 and 

making a tinkling with their Feet: There- 
fore, in that Day (the Day of his Judgments) 

1 
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faith the Lo RD, I will take away the Braney 
© of their tinkling Ornaments from abo er 
their Feet, and their Cauls, and their row 
Tires like the Moon, the Chains, and th 
Bracelets, and the Mufflers, the Bonnet 
* and the Ornaments of the Legs, and th 
. * Head-bands, and the Tablets, and the Eu 
rings, the Rings, and Noſe-jewels, the char. 
geable Suits of Apparel, and Mantles, anj 
the Wimples, and the re 43 pins, the 
Glaſſes, and the fine Linnen, the Foods and 
the Veils. And it ſhall come to paſs, that in. 
ſtead of ſweet Smell, there ſhall be a Stink: 
inſtead of a Girdle, a Rent; inſtead of well 
ſer Hair, Baldneſs; inſtead of a Stomacher, 
a girding with Sack-cloth ; and Burning, 
inſtead of Beauty. 33 

And hence let us obſerve the Effects ai 
Pride, in Apparel too, which many think þ 
inſignificant; and fome have been fo abſurd a 
to ſay, that the Ornaments, c. enumerated 
by the Prophet, were only unlawful to tht 
Fewiſh Women, who poſſibly had borrow' 
their Faſhions from the Heathen, with whon} 
they were forbid any Sort of Commerce; na. 
ther were they to walk after the Cuſtoms and 
| Manners of the Heathen Nations. But we mi 
remark, theſe Things were not to be take 
from them, becauſe they had borrow'd th 
Forms of them from the neighbouring Nai. 
ons; but becauſe ihe Daughters of Zion at 
proud and haughty, and walk with ftrgichu 
forth Necks, when they are adorn'd with al 
the Bravery of theſe Ornaments; therefore tit 
Lo RD will deprive them of the 'Things 1 
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Cited Author, in his Comment on the Wor 
both theſe Apoſtles, gives you his Senſe th 
It ſeems evident, that all Attire; which, b, 
the Richneſs and Coſtlineſs of it, news a 

Pride or Vanity of Spirit, or an Ambitic 
to excel others, is forbid by the Apoſtle, 
Words: All great concernment, Care an 
Study, to appear in ſuch Attire, as if it Wert 
our trueſt Ornament, and that which madey 
* excel, and be more honourable than other; 
* This Vanity and Pride, this Eſteem of, an 
* Concern for, theſe Things, being not wel 
* conſiſtent with Sobriety, and much leſs with 
the Profeſſion of true Godlineſs. And here 
(continues he) tis worthy to be noted by the 
* Women, that this Precept ought not to he 

* ſhghred by them, as of little Moment, ſeeing 

it is ſo carefully inculcated by the two chief 
* Apoſtles of the Fews and Gentiles, St. Pet 
* and St. Paul. And the contrary is repreſen- 

© ted as a Practice oppoſite to Godlineſs: A 

He ſubjorns ; Let them eſpecially remark the 

* Character here given of a Chriſtian Woman, 

* 12, That ſhe is one who does not only pto 

* feſs and declare, that ſhe ſerves and worſhip 

God; bur alſo doth thew forth Godlineſs in 

her Life and Converſation. And let the Men 

. © note hence, that if it be ſo unbecoming!1 

© Chriſtian Woman to be thus concern'd in 

* adorning and tricking up her Body, it mul 

ebe much more unbecoming a Chriſtian Mat 

© to put on ſuch Attire, which makes hin 
© truly deſerve the Name of Fop. 
And next let us hear the Opinion of one of 

the Antients, viz. Clemens of Alexandria 7 

| tells 
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tells us, That Women, who wear Gold, and 
lait the Hair, have not the Image of GOD 
en the inward Man; and that the apoſtolical 
Conſtitutions forbid Women to wear ex- 
quiſite Garments, which were fitted to de- | 
 cerve, or Gold Rings, c.“ e 

And Famblicus, in the Life of Pythagoras, 
ys, * That no free Women wore Gold, but 
10 Women only.“ "ES 

Hence you may obſerve, that the People 
called Ouakers, are not ſingular in the Con- 
ſtruction they put on, or Senſe they conſider 
the Apoſtle's Words in, in the Article of Ap- 
parel; and that our Particularity in this Mat- 
ter does not proceed from W him, Caprice, or 
Fancy, or any Affectation of being ſingular ; 
but from a Conviction in our own Unde!» 
ſtanding, that Superfluity, and Luxury, which 
has its Riſe from Pride, 1s inconſiſtent and 
contrary to the humble, lowly, unambitious 
Temper and Spirit of Chriſtianity. 

One Argument ſome have made uſe of to 
ſupport the Vanity of gay and coſtly Cloatt- 
ing, was this; That the Pride was not in the 
Clothes, but in the Heart: An Aſſertion I 
have greatly prov'd true by my own Expe! i- 
ence, I could not imagine there could be an 
moral or inherent Evil in a Piece of gay Silk; 
for] know full well, that Pride proceeds from 
wan and ambitious Heart; and that if it. 
had not its Reſidence and Seat there, it wor d 
not appear in the Habit or Garb. But thc? ” 
ome perhaps may allow me to be acquaint: d 
wth, and therefore a judge of my own Heart; 
Jet, wou'd it not border upon Uncharitabl: . 

H ä 


| Z| judge in every Caſe according to the Sight 


* ** * 
* 
* 
* 
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neſs, to alledge that all Perſons who wear 9 
Cloathing, are conſequently proud and amh, 
_ tious ? I anſwer ; Tho' it may not be ſafe ) 


of the Eye, yet our Lo xD ſeems to allow ys 
the Evidence of our Senſes pretty generally 
Every Tree, ſays he, 1s known by 11s Frut, 
Of Thorns Men do not gather Figs, nor of 4 
Bramble-buſh Grapes. And then gives us th 
following Mark or Criterion to judge by, 1: 
ſhall know them by their Fruits. Thus wha 
I fee Fruits of the fame Kind produced by 
others, which I certainly know proceeded 
from the bitter Root of Pride in my onal 
Heart, I do not think it an uncharitable, bu Ml 
2 natural and rational Concluſion, that they 
ſpring from the like evil Root in others. 4 
good Tree cannot bring forth evil Fruit, nt 
ther can a corrupt Tree bring forth good F uit. 
A good Man, out of the good Treaſure of hi 
Heart, bringeth forth that which is good; but 
an evil Man, out of the evil Treaſure of hi 
Heart, bringeth forth that which is evil. 
I have heard it objected, that Perſons, wiv 
have always been accuftomed to Finery fron 
their Infancy, are not commonly proud 0 
it; it becomes thereby fo familiar to them 
that they have not ſuch high Thoughts 0 
themſelves when gaily attir'd as many im- 
gine; neither value Dreſs and ſplendid Equ 
pages, ©. at ſo high a Rate, as thoſe dot 
whom they have not been ſo habitual; tl 
I have thought may be partly true; hut not 
withſtanding Ihave conſider'd, that tho'thel 
Things are habitual and familiar to " 


— ” * 


87 J Bet. | 
++ People of this Character are not ſo ig- 
Ea not to be ſenſible that they 955 
reſpected and courted according to the Ap- = 
pearance they make in the World; and ſhould 
iy One propoſe to ſuch to lay aſide their 
Srlendor and Gaiety, we ſhould ſoon ſee 

theſe Matters are not ſo indifferent to them 

as ſome may think; they only ſeem more 
careleſs and eaſy about them, becauſe they + 
have been accuſtom'd to Pride of this Sort 
longer than others, and therefore leſs affected 
with it, having better learn'd the Art to con- 
ceal it: And if every Ons wonld be ſo juſt to 
themſelves, as candidly and impartially to en- 
quire and aſk their own Hearts, from whence , 
proceeds their Fondneſs for Splendor, Shew 
and Pomp, eſpecially in this Article, they 
would be obliged to confeſs, or at leaſt not 
to deny, that Pride was at the Bottom. 

- Part of a Converſation I happen'd to have 
with a faſhionable Woman in Great-Britain, 
will ſerve to confirm what I have obſerv'd. 
dhe aſſerted ſhe was free from Pride, tho” ſhe 
did adorn herſelf in a gay and fplendid Man- 
ner, Iaſk'd her if ſhe could be as well ſatiſ- 


» 


or Woollen Gown, as with the gay Silks ſhe 
uſually wore? She anſu er'd, yes. I queried 
why the then dreſſed ſo gay? She anſwer'd, 
that ſhe might appear agreeable to others. 
Iak'd her why ſhe was fo much concern d 
to pleaſe others with her fine Clothes, c. 
She laid, it was leaſt ſhe ſhould be deſpiſed 
for the Meanneſs of her Appearance. I aſk'd 


H 2 think, 


fied and content in a plain Dreſs, and Stuff 


er whence proceeded that Fear? Here, I 


} 
i 


nate 


_ »think, ſhe was ſilent, being reduced to u 


compare Things, we ſhould certainly make 


from our Ignorance of Divine and Heaven] 


fine Lace; and I have bluthed with an holy 
Shame, when I refleted how I had ſome- 


or Bauble, that had but the Title of neu- 
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Extremity, which proved the Source of her 
Vanity to be nothing leſs than Pride, in ſpight 
of all her boaſted Humility. I have often 
thought, our Fondneſs for 'Trifles, Pomp, 
Shew and Noiſe, may be attributed to Incon. 
ſideration : For did we reflect, examine and 


very different Deductions, Conchafions, and 
Eſtimations, from what the Generality of 
Mankind are wont to do. And I am certain, 


Things, proceeds our Fondneſs and inord- 

. for ſenſual and earthly Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments. And indeed ſince have 
thought at all, I mean to any good Purpoſe, 
I have been amazed at my own Stupidity and 
Folly, when I have conſider'd and recolleCted 
how anxious I had formerly beef till I was 
in Poſſeſſion of this gay Silk, and the other 


times doated on a Ribbon, or any other Toy 


faſbion'd annex'd to it! One common Argu- 
ment for Superfluity and Luxury of all Kinds, 
is, that it encourages and ſupports Trade; and 
that the Bread and Subſiſtence of Thouſands 
depend on new Faſhions : But thoſe who ot 
fer this Reaſon, do not conſider how many, 
on the contrary, are ruin'd and undone by 
contributing to what is alledged the Support 
of Trade; this being ſo manifeſt, eſpecially 
in G;eat-Britain, that it needs no other Proo 
but the Evidence of our Eyes, if we * 
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Jook round and conſider how many Families 
are reduced to Poverty, Wretchedneſs and 
Miſery,” from this very Source, Pride, from 
whence ſpring — in all its hideous 
Forms and Shapes. The Diſorder, as a late 
Writer obſerves, is become almaſt epidemical, 
as the inferior Claſs of People endeavour all 
in their Power to appear as grand and faſhion- 
able as their Superiors. And when I have 
conſider'd, how uſual it is for the lower Part 
of Mankind to be fway'd by the Example of 
the Higher, I have thought it greatly behoved 
People of Rank and Condition to exhibit 
Patterns of Humility, Temperance, Sobriety _ 
and Moderation, with every other Chriſtian . 
Virtue, to their Inferiors. But I have heard 
it object, that coſtly and ſplendid Apparel, | 
Cc. is. neceſſary to make and ſupport a pro- 
per Diſtinction between Perſons of high and 
low Degree. The Argument I have thought 
weak, and unworthy to be offer'd by a Chri- 
ſian, as J am of Opinion, every reaſonable 
Terſon will grant, that Piety and Virtue (not 
Gold and Tinſel Ornaments) ought to diſtin, 
puſh and render truly honourable the higher 
Rank of People. Beſides, it is evident, that 
heſs DiſtinCtions are not kept up and main- 
tan d by coſtly Attire, Ec. for we may daily 
Oſerve, that Perſons of the loweſt Rank, 
th Reſpect to their Offices and Employ. | 
mnts, are oftentimes very wealthy; and 
ties adorn themſelves in as pompous a Mar- 
der, and have as grand Houſes, Furniture, 
Equipages, £57. as thoſe who are greatly ſup:- 

t ; 9 

or to them in other Reſpects. | 

H z | But 
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1 But allowing many 
Superfluity and Luxury, and 


queried how are all theſe Faſhion-monger 
Who are ſupported by making and vendino 


if they ſhould give up their Employment; 
which you Owakers ſay, are corey 0 
Chriſtianity, and therefore unlawful? I would 


Spirit of CRIS TH; thoſe who are not, arc 


ment, which is inconſiſtent, or claſhes with 
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ngs the Title of 


therefo ; 
lawful to be uſed by Chriſtians ; it er 


* 
1 


Things of this Nature, to be provided for, 


firſt humbly propoſe to People to examine 
themſelves, and ſee if they are Chriſtians: 
not nominal, but real Chriſtians: ſuch 25 
are led, ruled, guided and directed by the 


none of his, whatever they may pretend to; 
for as many as are led by the Spirit of Gob, 
they (and they only) are the Children of Goo, 
Theſe will find, that it is not lawſul for them 
to ſupport any Trade, or uſe any Employ- 


the Doctrines and Rules they profeſs to be 
govern'd by; ſuch are not often at a Loſs for 
ſome lawful Calling or Buſineſs, whereby 
they may obtain Food and Raiment, with 
which they are content; Religion has bounded 
their Del:res, and they greatly experience, 
that the Happineſs of a Chriſtian's Life does 
nat conſiſt in the Abundance of this World's 
Cocd's. I have the Authority of a Clergy 
man for what I am now going to mention 
iz. © That al thoſe who profeſs themſelye 
« Chriſtians, ſhould, in all their Actions 
* conſequently in their Callings or Profeſſio f 
ce of Puſmeſs, aſk themſelves this necelſ?' 
« Quettion, Can I do this Thing as a 855 

6ſt lan 
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« ſtian? Or, is it conſiſtent with the Principles 

« and Precepts of my Chriſtian Profeſſion? ? 
And if upon a ſerious and ſincere Examina». 
tion, We find that the Calling OT Employ- . ._- 
ment on which our Bread depends, be in an 
wiſe contrary to the Precepts of CHRIST, 
and the Example he left us to follow ; if it | 
be either directly or indirectly fo, I believe 
ve are culpable if we don't leave off, For 
Caixis cr tells us, if our Right Hand offend 

us, or cauſe us to act any Thing againſt his 

Laws, we muft cut it off ; we muſt quit what - 
ſoever cauſes this Offence, how near, dear, 

and uſeful ſoever it be to us, as *tis Better to 

enter into Life halt and maimed, than having 


two Hands to be caſt into Hellfire. ? 
Tam not inſenſible, that what I have here 
offered will be thought hard Sayings by many; © 
but for our Encouragement our bleſſed Lo Ro. 
aſures us, That any One who hath forſaken 
ary temporal Advantage or Ennoyment, as 
| Houſes, Londs, Father, Mother, Wife or Chil. 
dren, Brei hren or Siſters, for his Sake and 
the GoſpePs, ſhall receive an Hundred fold in 
this World, and in that to come Life everlaſk 2 
ing. For Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of the 
Life that now is, and of that which is 10 
come, We have not only an Hundred-fold 
of Peace in our Boſoms, 28. The Co:aforts 
of an upright Conſcience (a greater Bleſſin 
than any we have parted with) and ſpiritual 
Bread to eat. which the V orld knows not 
of; but our natural Bread is made ſure, and 
Matei fails not; for the Lo Rx oftentimes 
| 515 caſts 
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caſts away the Subſtance of the Wicked, yet 
he. rarely ſuffers the Souls of the Righteou 


Agreeable to this the royal 1 ſpeaks, 


1 have been young, and notu am 0 a, yet have 


. © T never ſeen the Righteous forſaken, nor his 


Seed begging Bread. And again, he exhort; 
to rruft 7 * Lo xp and do Good, and thi 


ſhalt dwell in the Land, and verily thou ſbal 
| be fed. And further, he calls to his People 


to fear the Lox», and believe in him; Belize, 
mn him, and he will help thee, and order thy 
Way aright ; fear and truſt in him, and your 
Reward ſball not fail. He ſhall fave them, 
becauſe they put their Truſt in him; for look 
at the Generations of old, and ſee, Did ever 
any truſt in the Lo RD, and was confounded? 
Or, did any abide in his Fear, and was for- 
faken ? Or, whom did he ever deſpiſe that 
call'd upon his Name in Truth, Sincerity 
and Uprightnets ? But ſuppoſing that Chri- 
ſtians, as a Tryal of their Faith, may ſome- 
times be reduced to great outward Dittrels, 
which may poſlibly be permitted to extend 


to want of Bread, Ec. vet ſhall Famine, or 

Nakedneſs, or Perſecution, or Diſtreſs, &c. 

—_ us (Chriſtians) from the Love of 
I 


0D No, ſurely; Theſe (comparatively) 


hzht Afictions, which we ſuffer for a H. 
ment, work for us a far more exce ding and 


eternal Weight % Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. For 
tho? the ſpiritual Ererciies, as well as tem. 
poral Troubles of the Righteous, may be 
many, yet the Lo d delivereth oat of them 


All. And then can we ſay upon the Bans 
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. rr © oY hon . / e oc”. an of 


of Deliverance, © We will love the Lon 
© qur Salvation, he having been our — 
and our Shield, and done great Things for 

eus; therefore will we be thankful to his 


(themſelves) is like unto our Gop; Let us 
therefore aſcribe Strength and Power to 
(God ; for his Name is glorious in Holineſs ; 
'heis fearful in Praiſes, and a Gop that has 
'indeed wrought Wonders for us.“ Thus 
are we excited to love Go, who firſt loved 
us, and has called us to Glory, which we 
have beheld, as of the Glory of the only 
begotten Son of Gop, full of Grace and 
Truth, of whom we have received Grace for 
Grace ; and having thus ſeen his Glory, our 


Hearts are. overcome with his Beanty, and 
weendeavour to icturn in our Meaſure, Love 
| for Love, and can now ſay in Truth and 


dincerity, Whom have we in Heaven but thee, © 
and there is nothing that we deſire on Earth 
in Compariſon of thee © Thou art indeed become 
tbe Chief among ten Thouſand to our Souls. 
Thus the truly Godly love Gop above all 
ly Conſiderations, and in the higheſt 
egree. | 
Ihe Love of God, ſays à pious Writer, 
b of ſo noble a Nature, that the Medio- 
City, which in other Paſſions is an Excel- 
lence, is here an Imprefection. The Man, 
alter Gov?s own Heart, is not afraid to 
wn to'his Maker an Ardency of Love, 
hich he expreſſes by the ſignificant Me- 
taphor of Thriſt, My Soul is athirſt for 
| « G00, 


Name, and rejoice in his Power: For who 
among the Gods (or Idols many make to 
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Go p, &c. Other Paſſions like other Rivers 
« are beſt liked, when they flow within ther 
« wonted Banks; but the Love of Goo, 2 
* of the River Nile, the Overflowing makes 
© jt the morewelcome.” T „ 
The royal Prophet indeed diſcovers cſtes 
a fervent Love to, and Deſire after, the En. 
joyment of Go ps holy Preſence © So he nf 
leſs eſteemed his Precepts ; agreeable to what 
our bleſſed LORD ſaid in After-ages to his 
Diſciples, If ye love me, keep my Command. 
ments. I hate, ſays David, vain Thoughts, 
but thy Law do T love; for how fweet are thy 
Words 10 my T afte © Yea, ſweeter than Haney 
to my Mouth. I love thy Commandments abott 
Gold, yea, J eſteem them above fine Gold, Th 
Teſtimonies have TI taken for an Hetritapt, 
for they are the rejoicing of my Heart. Thy 
Teftimonies are my Delight, and my Counſel 
lers. I delight to do thy Will, O my Goo! 
yea, thy Law is within my Heart, Plalm 
exix. The Apoſtle Paul allo delighted in the 
Law of Goo after the inner Man: And + 
greeably, the Righteous, in all Ages, decline 
not from the Commandments of his Lips, 
but eſteem the Words of his Mouth more than 
neceſſary Food. „ 
But let none imagine, that tho? it 1s out 
Duty to love Go» with all our Heart, Soul 
and Strength, above every Conſideration, 
and with the greateſt Ardency, that this In. 
junction claſhes with, or hinders our exerting 
this Duty of Love in it's full Force in every 
natural and ſocial Relation; as it is not the 


ſame Species of Love with which . * 
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Gon, as that we extend to our Neighbour, 


ecklons, we cannot add to his Happineſs by 


hour, Oc. but with the Love of Deſire, de- 
firing to be with him, and to partake of his 
Fulneſs, agreeable to what the royal Prophet 


will I ſeek after, that Imay dwell in the Houſe 
(or Preſence) of the Lo RD for ever; to behold 
the ny of the LoxD, and to worſhip in 
his Temple 


earthly Conſiderations, when he refuſed to 
obey the-High Prieſt, who. charged him with 
tte other Apoſtles, that they ſhould not teach 
iu the Name of CHRIST: He anſwer'd and 
aid, We ou ght to obey Go p rather than Man, 
Tho' in ſo doing they incurr'd the Diſplea- 
ſure of Men; and were in Danger of loſing 
not only their Liberty, but even their Lives; 


" nevertheleſs, ſay they, MW? cannot but ſpeak 
1 the Things which we have ſeen and heard 
i (and for which Purpoſe we have been imme- 
5 oy commiſſion'd by our great Maſter 
11 kimſelf) viz. That by us Repentance. and Re- 


miſſion 


Children, £c. For as Gow is an infinite } 
fect Being, and happy in his own Per- 


wiſhing well to him; therefore we cannot 
love him with the Love of Benevolence or . | 
Beneficence, with which we love our Neigh- _ 


| ſpeaks, One Thing have I deſired, and that 


ls A religious Soul, ſays one, may 

obey the Command of loving Gop intirely, 
the ſhe allows ber Mfections other Objects, 
provided they be kept in a due Su bor dination, 
and from entering into Competition with that. 
Love which ought to be appropriated to Gop. 

| The Apoſtle Peter loved Gop above all 
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miſſion of Sins ſhould be preach d in his Nam 
among all Nations, begining at Jeruſalem, 
And the Apoſtle Paulexpreſſes the greateſ 
| as well as the moſt fervent Love to Gop 
when he thus queries, Who (or what Confide:f 
ration) ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of 
. God in CHRIST JEsus, our Lord? ſhul 
Tribulation, or Diftreſs, or Perſecution, or 
Famine, or Peril, or Sword ? No; in all theſs 
Things we are more than Conquerors thry 
CnuxrisT, who hath loved us ! Therefore! 
am perſwaded, that neither Life nor Death, 
nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Power, 
mor Things preſent, nor Things to come, mr 
Heights (of Proſperity) nor Depths (of Ad. 
verſity) nor any other Creature, ſhall be ablt 
to ſeparate us (Chriſtians) from the Love of 
Gop. And indeed thoſe inferior Intereft 
bear no ſort of Proportion to the ſuperior Ad. 
vantage of ſupreme and heavenly Enjoyments; 
they being of ſo precious a Nature, enough is 
engage Us to court Heaven, 2 Rate of 
renouncing for them all thoſe uninanly Senfua: 
lities, and trifling Vanities, for which incon- 
ſiderate Mortals are wont to forfeit the Inter 
their Saviour ſo dearly purchaſed for them. 
And as I have elſewhere ſaid, we may at- 
tribute all the fordid -Vices and growing 
Follies, which the Generality of People in- 
dulge themſelves in, to Inconſideration, ai 
we don't enough examine and. compare the 
fading Enjoyments of this Life, with the per- 
manent Bleſſings of an happy Eternity; if 
ve did, we ſhould ſoon diſcover the great Di- 
| | proportion, 
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proportion, and willingly part with all ſinful 
and tranſitory Pleaſures. Eb 
And when I have been reflecting that Vice 
and Luxury, in every Branch of it, abounds 
not only in Great-Britain, where I have fo 
lately, and fo frequently, lamented this epi- 
demical Diſorder, among People, who never- 
theleſs aſſume the Title of Chriſtians, and 
Diſciples of Cu x 1s r, without remembyring, 
that all who take that ſacred Name upon them, 
muſt depart from all Iniquity. (CHRIST 
came to redeem us from all Sin, and to 
pucify to himſelf 2 peculiar People, zealous 
of good Works :) I ſay, when I have obſerved 
that Vice, Softneſs, Effeminacy and Luxury, 
of moſt Kinds, has every where ſown its 
noxious Seeds, which flouriſh in moſt Climes 
or Countries, my Soul ſhrinks at the Thought 
of the Poſſibility, not to fay Probability and 
Danger (without timely Repentance and A- 
mendment of Life) of careleis, negligent and 
roluptuous Sinners, being precipitated from 
Life of Eaſe, Security and Diverſion, to a 
State of endleſs Woe and Miſery ! From the 
Converſation of wanton and gæy Compani- 
ons, to aſſociate with wicked and unhappy 
Spirits; whoſe melancholy Bemoanings, end 
bitter Cries and Complaints, wili be far dif- 
ferent from the melodious Strains of Muſick 
the Fars of the Voluptuous have been ac- 
cuſtom'd to: Therefore it greatly behoves 
dinners to make a ſuitable Prepa:atinn for 
tn trying Time of Death, lealt it ſurprize 
dem at unawares ; and the rnhappy and 
weadful Seaſon approach, wherein it will be 
| fa: 


WEE CREE 
aid to him that is filthy, Be filthy ſtiil. Thus 
will Fearfulneſs ſeize the Hypocrite, and 
Sinners will be aſham'd of the Idols they 
once delighted in, and then will they caſt th 
whole Train of them to the Moles, and tg 
the Bats. 

But after all that can be ſaid againſt Prig 
or Vice, of what Nature ſoever, the ſtrong 
Man arm'd will keep Poſſeſſion of your 
Hearts, till you ſuffer a ſtronger than he tg 
enter, and turn him out, and ſpoil his Good 
Thoſe Sins which do let.or hinder your com 
ing to Gop, will let, till you permit then 
to be removed. Every wild Qlive-tree of 
Vice and Folly will grow and flouriſh, till 

ou find it your Intereſt, and a Neceſſity df 
being ingrafted into the true Vine and Nx 
ture of CarisrT, and ſuffer him to lay the 
Ax of his Power to the Root of the ald and 
corrupt Tree, and then will every Branch d 
Pride and Wickedneſs fail of Courſe. There 
fore, as One who has obtain'd Mercy, ut 
having a Sight afforded me, to fee the Things 
that make for my everlaſting Felicity, | 
wou'd recommend to you to conſider of thet:| 
Things. It was the great loſs and Diſc 
vantage, as well as Folly of the Children i 
TI!rael, that they neglected the great Law df 
Conſideration, which occaſioned the Almigy 
ty thus to lament; O that my People wel? 
wiſe, that they underflyod this, that tht 
would conſider their latter End! But, further, 
as I have above ern mentioned Mw 
ick, which before I had only conſidered pro 
miſcuouſly, as an Attendant at * 85 


fall now obſerve, that it was a Science I 
formerly greatly delighted in, and ſpent much 
Time, both in the Theory, as well as in the 
practical Part: But when Religion began to 
make Place in my Heart, I found Mufick 
food in my Way, and I conſider'd it only as 
aa Amuſement, which detain'd me from more 
(lid and uſeful Thoughts and Reflections: 
I ſhort, it became ſo burthenſome to me, 
that I could not perform any of my airy 
Leſſons, which had been uſual, as well as 
pieaſing to me: And on further Conſidera- 
tion it appears to me to be a merely ſenſual, 
and not an iatellectual Pleaſure (as ſome 
would fondly aſſert) therefore I quitted the 
Study, as well as Practice of it, for what I 
now eſteem'd a more uteful, profitable and 
rational Science, dix. The Study and Know- 
kdge of my own Heart, which I have found 
worch all I knew of the other ſeven. But 
further, on peruſing the ſacred Writings, I 
o not remember to have read of one Chri- 
ſian Muſician in all the New-Teſtament : 
And in reading the Old, it appears that the 
Prophet Amos, deſcribing the Wantonneſs of 
the Children of T/rael, and enumerating the 
Any Inſtances of their Luxury, he mentions 
Muſick as a Mark of Levity and Wanton- 
leſs: T 5 chant, ſays he, to the Sound of the 
Viol, and invent to themſelves Inſtruments of 
Muſick like David ; but they are not grieved 
for the Afti&tion of Joſeph. And the Prophet 
Iſaiah denounces a Woe againſt them ; ad- 
lng, The Harp, and the Viol, the Tabret, 
and Pipe, and Wine, are in their Feaſts; but 
1 they 
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they regard not the Work of the Lo xp, neither 
do they conſider Ihe Operation of his Hands: 
not being moved with the Calamities of the 
ſuffering Part of Mankind, ſo long as they 
can enjoy Eaſe and Plenty. a7 
And now hear what the Bithop of Cambry 
ſays on the Subject of Muſick. © As for 
& Muſick, it is well known, that the Ancj. 
« ents believed nothing more pernicious to 
c“ a well regulated State, than to ſuffer an 
« effeminate Melody to be introduced into it: 
«© It.enervates Men and renders their Souls 
ſoit and voluptzous : Languithing Strains 
are only pleaſant, becauſe the Soul gives 
« itſelf up to the Charms of the Senſes ; and 
* this, dds he, was one of their molt impor- 
tant Policies.” Plato, in ihe like Manner, 
everely rejects all the ſoft Airs of the 
Aſtaticke Muſick ; and with much greater 
Reaſon Chiſtians who never ought to ſeek 
Pleaſure for Pleaſure's Sake, ought yi 
to have an Averſion for thoſe poiſon'd Al- 
luremen s.“ EE 
I have been the larger in my Obſervations 
on Diverſions and Recreations, which, by 
moſt People, are conſider'd as innocent A. 
muſements; as they ſeem to be mot hurtful 
and dangerous. Many Inconveniencies, 45 
well as unlawful Things, creep into the 
Hearts and Conduct of People, under the 
ſpecious Title of Ha: mleſs Pleaſures. _ 
Poole, in his Annotations on the Bible, 
tells us, when diſcourſing on the Lawfulnels 
of earthly Enjoyments, © Tis to be fear d 
* more Souls miſs of Heaven and — | 
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« by indulging and allowing themſelves in 
« Things deemed lawful, than by committing 
« groſs and enormous Exils; theſe, many 
« ſhrink at with Horror; but thoſe Things 
« confider'd lawful, which ſometimes become 
« circumſtantially unlawful, and Pleaſures 
« term'd innocent, are uſed and embraced 
« without Fear or Caution ; and, with all 
their Train of miſchievous Conſequences.” 
For ths Reaſon I have alſo dwelt the lon- 
ger on Pride in Apparel; yet I am not in- 
ſenſible that it appears in many other Forms 
beſides that, or what I am going to mention, 
ix. 

That all true Chriſtians conſider it as an 
Evil, when it diſcovers itſelf in Houles, Equi- * 
pages, Furniture, or our Tables: As one 
who is endued with the Chriſtian Virtue of 
Humility, diſcovers it in every Action, or 
Thing, that he has the ordering and conduc- 
ting of: Always keeping in Memory the Af 
ſertion of the Apoſtle Paul, He that frist es 
for the Maſtery, or runs fo as 10 obtain, is 
tapercte in off Thinss. And as he is tem- 
berate in the Uſe and Enjoyment of the 


Things of this Life, ſo is a tive Chriſtian 
moderate in his Deſires and Purſu:ts after 
Vordly Riches and Profits; he makes not 
Paſt? to be rich; his greateſt Concern a d 
Principal Care, agreeable to our L3KDBY 
lurection and Advice, is, Firſt 10 ſee ihe 
Nigdem 6 Gop end bis Rigblegnſneſg; to 
y up a good Foundation againſt rhe 3 ime 
" come; a permanent Inheritance, which 
tedeth not away: And as Heaven is the En 
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of his Hope and Deſires, he is careful to l 
up Treaſure there; uſing the periſhing Eg. 
zoyments of the Things of this Life, with a; 
little Concern, and as much Indifference, 38 
if he uſed them not, for this great and good 
Reaſon, Becauſe the Faſhion of them paſſeth| 
away On the contrary, how do we obferve 


the ſordid Worldling, purſuing with Eager. | 


neſs, Sollicitude and Warmth, the periſhing 
Riches of this Life ? And, in direct Oppo- 
ſition to our Lox D's Precept, they ſeek firſt, 
and principally, the Things of this World, 
which he exhorts us not to be greatlyanxious 
or thoughtful about; bur to ſuch as ſeek firit 
his Kingdom, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, 
he aſſures us, All 1heſe Things (that are need. 
ful for our Support) /hall te added. 


Nevertheleſs, when we come to reaſon with 


People of ti, Character, Who fo ready to 
confeſs, and aſſent to the following Truths? 
That as we are in this uncertain and pa 
* ſing Situation, *tis great Folly and Stupidity 

to be over anxious and immodlerate in our 


6 


viſion for theſe mortal Bodies; laying up 
Goods for many Years; wheieas ve hav? 
no continuing City here; that 't's appoint: 
ed to all Men once to die, end we know 
not how ſoon we ſhall be ſummonꝭd to ſudę- 


dane in thoſe frail Podi:s.? Vet what has 
deen Matter of Aſtoniſhment tome, is, that 
this very Body, which People proſeſs in 
Words to make {0 little Account of, uhen 


Purſuits after Wealth, or to be fo very! 
careful as ſome are, in making large Pro- 


ment, to render an Account of the Deeds 


they Wl 
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they reflect on the Shortneſs of its Continu- 
ance here in this Life, engroſſes the whole 

Care: What we ſhall eat, what we ſhall 
« drink, and wherewith ſhall we be cloath- 
ed? 3 to be the chief Concern of the 

Generality of Mankind. Not that I think 

the Body ſhould be excluded from a neceſſary 
and proper Proportion of our Care and Di- 
ligence ; as it would be abſurd and irrational 
to ſuppoſe our Bodies can ſubſiſt without ſui- 
table Care and Proviſion: On the contrary, it 
is every Man's indiſpenſable Duty to provide 
2 Subſiſtance for himſelf and his Houſhold; 

ſuch who do not, are conſider'd by the Apoſtle 
worſe than Infidels ; having, by this Neglect, 
denied their Faith in CaRisT ; But then let 
it be a rational, moderate and Chriſtian Care; 
let the Things appertaining to this Life have 
their juſt and proper Place in our Affections; 
and not rebelliouſly and unnaturally uſur 

an Authority Almighty Wiſdom thought fit 
to inveſt his Creature Man with, at the Time 
when he preſented him with the Creation, 
and put it under his Subjection, faying, Have 
thou Dominion over every living Thing, &c. 
ond ſubdue the Earth. Here was all fublunary 
and earthly Objects placed under our Feet; 
that the Creatures were, by the V/:idom and 
Order of Go p, placed in Subordination and 
Subjection to us, to bs our Servants, not our 
Lo x p's (that our Reaſon ſhould rule them, 
not they govern our Reaſon) winch they im- 
meciately become, hen we make an unlauful 


and improper Ule of them; and which we 
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certainly do, when we emp'oy them to ful] 


the ſinful Luſts and Vanities of the Fleſh. 
And further, is it not Matter of Wonder 
and Amazement, Compaſſion and Lamenta. 
tion, to obſerve ſo little Proviſion made for, 
or Concern employ'd about the immortal 
Soul, which muſt abſolutely and certainly 
have an eternal Exiſtence, either in Bliſs or 
Miſery ? And tho' many who pretend to Re. 
ligion and Virtue, acknowledge that our Fe. 
licity conſiſts in rightly knowing, truly loving, 


and reverently ſerving the Supreme Being: 


And that Obedience, Submiſſion and Reſigna. 
tion to his divine Will and holy Commands, 
is the higheſt Point of Wiſdom, and indiſpen- 
ſalle Duty of all rational Minds; yet how | 
ſmall the Proportion of thoſe who «Ct agreea. 
ble to this Confeſſion, to thoſe, by far the 
greater Number, who inconſiderately and 
blindly follow the dark Imaginations of their 
own Wills and Affections? This Conſideration 
is indeed Subject of Mourning to thoſe whole 
Eyes and Underſtandings the Almighty has 
mercifully opened by the Hand of his divine 
Power, and aſſiſted by the Light of his Grace, 
to ſee their own Nliſtakes; and has gracioully 
afforded his holy Aid and Inftraction, by 
which they were enabled to reftify the. 
Theſe, ſeeing the manifold Nangers ail un 
are in a State of Sin and Forgetfulne:s 0! 
Gov are obnoxious to, are concerned to vil 
cover and point out the dangerous Roc 
ſuch muſt inevitably fall on, if they cont nue 


to purſue the p rilous Courſe of din al 


Folly; and to mark out, as far as they are 
enabled, 


U 105 J | 5 
enabled, the Way and Means by which they 


may eſcape the Pollution of, and Puniſhment 


due to Sin; and obtain Acceptance with the 
Almighty, via. Repentance towards GoD, 
Faith in J=sus CHRIST, and, by the A 
© fiſtance of his holy Spirit, a conſtant and 
© confiſtent Walking in the Paths of Virtue 
' and Holineſs? For we are not fo ignorant 


45 not to know, that his Will concerning us, 
s our Sanctification: And that we may not 
be led aſtray, nor be deceived by the grand 


Adverſary of our Soul's Happineſs, our mer- 
aful and benign Creator, knowing our 
Weakneſs and Inability to perform any good 
Action, or to reſiſt the leaſt Temptation, by 
any Strength or Power of our own, without 
the Inſtruction, Aid and Aſſiſtance of his 
Almighty Arm, has provided us a Leader 
and Conductor, who is mighty to ſave, and 


able to deliver to the Uttermoſt, all who. 
come to him with full Faith in his Power. 


We muſt, as the blind Man did (who came 
toCnz1sT to have his Eyes open'd) believe 


that he is able to do the ſame great Work for 
us in a ſpiritual Senfe, which he perform'd 
for him in a natural; and alſo ſay, with the- 


Leper, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canft make 
me clean; and as Cnris1's Office was alſo. 
do open the Priſon Doors, and to let the 


Captives go free; All you who may be in 


crue] Pondage, held in a wp”; by S n and 
datan, as it were, by Chains o 

nels, if you are but willing to be releaſed 
rom this Slavery, apply to CxxisT, who 
able to bind the ſtrong Man armed, to mu 


roſs Dark 


Rr th e EI EP os + PT. or I — 
. 
« - — . =< 5 


» * — 3 ua * 2 py * 8 "RP * * * 1 * Mm, * N "A 5 "I a ** TY J 1 We" : * 4 
4 * A * 
* C > * 2 - «4 2 982 ? 
* of : y = 8 
. * 0 5 Y 
| J 1 | 
— Py - 


his Goods, and to expel him out of your 
Hearts. Are you willing to be free? Cy x 157 
our Lo RD proclaimsa Tear of Jubilee, where. 
in he is ready and willing to ſet you free on 
eaſy Terms, viz. © Love and Obedience tg 
his Will, whoſe Service is perfect Freedom; 
* for if CHRIS make you free, then ſhall 
you be free indeed; when the Law of the 
Spirit of Life in CnuRisT ES vs hath made 
you free from the Law of Sin and Death, 
and brought you into the glorious Liberty 
of the Sons of Gop; glorious Priviledg: 
indeed! Behold the ſtupendous Love of the 
Father, and the Dignity. he beſtows upon 
thoſe that are led by his Spirit, that they 
* ſhall be called the Sous: of Gop! and if 
© Sons, then Heirs, Joint Heirs with Cu x 157, 
* Rom, viii, 14. 17.” of the Kingdom he hath 
promiſed to them that love and obey. him, 
And permit me to aſſure you, from my own 
happy Experience; (which I would always 
mention with Humility: and Reverence; ne- 
ver, I hope, forgetting, that what I am, 1 
am by the Grace of GOD) That whoſoever 
* looketh into this perfect Law of Liberty, 
© and continueth therein, this. Man ſhall he 
* bleſſed in his Deed, T/aiah i. 25. For the 
Effect of Obedience to the royal Law of Go, 
is Quietneſs and Aſſurance forever ; which 
will afford us a well-grounded Hope of Ac 

ceptance with the Almighty, agreeable to the 
 Apoltle; © Beloved, if our Hearts condemn 
us not, then have we Confidence towards 
« Go, 1. Fohn iii. 21,” And the _ 
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he aſſigns is, Becauſe we keep his Com- 
« mandments, and this is his Commandment, 
« That we ſhould believe on the Name or 
« Power of his Son CHRIST JESUS, ver. 23.” 
And you know that he was manifeſted to 
take away our Sins. But if any one aſk, 
How ſhall I apply to CHRIST, or where 
hall I go to meet with Him; ſince ſome ſay, 
Lo, here is CHRIST 4; and others, Lo, he is 
there ? — 

Hear now where the Apoſtle Paul directs 
all uch Enquirers; © Say not in thine Heart, 
4 who ſhall aſcend into Heaven? that is, to 
bring CHRIST down from above: Or who 
« ſhall deſcend into the Deep? that is, to 
bring CHRIST again from the Dead (for 
«the Kighteouſneſs, whi h is of F aith, ſpeak- 
eth on this wiſe) The Word is nigh thee, 
«even in thy Mouth, and in thine Heart, 
that is the Word of Faith which we preach, 
Rom. X. G. 7. 8.“ | 

And this is the Law and new Covenant the 
Prophet Fe,emtah foretola Go b would make 
with his People, which in theſe latter Days, 
or Goſpel Diſpenſation, our great Legiſlator 
puts into the | Ops of Mankind, and wn 


in the moſt ſecret Receſſes of our Conſciences; 
inſtructing us more immediately in our Duty, 


— 


and 9 the Unrighteous and Diſobe- 


Gint, «This is the Way, not that which 


chou art walking in, of Sin and Folly; but 
: this is the Way, the Way of Righteouſ- 
: nels, Holineſs, and Obedience to allGov's 
Commands ; for the Commandment is a 
Lamp, and the Law is Light ; and the Re- 


proofs 


i 
* proofs of Inſtruction are the Way of Lig 
na LE 
In this Way and Light the Righteous art 
careful to walk; The Law of his Gop being 
in his Heart (if ſtrictly adhered to) none gf 
his Steps ſhall ſlide, P/alm xxxvii. 31. 
To rhe Truth and Extention of this Light 
or Grace of CHRISTS Holy Spirit, in our 
Hearts, this more ſure Word of Prophecy 
the Apoſtle Paul bears ample Teſtimony, is 
I have elſewhere noted, in theſe Words 
„The Grace of God, that brings Salvation 
„% hath appeared to all Men, teachinz 1 
e that denying Ungodlineſs, and the World 
“ Luits, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoully, 
“ and godly in this preſent World, Titus ii. 
„ 12. | 
With this Teſtimony of the Light the Lt 
turgy of the Church of England concurs, * 
Good, who at this Time didft teach the Hearts 
of thy faithful People, by ſending to them il. 
Light of thy Holy Spirit; grant us, by the 
ſame Spirit, to have a right Judgment in al 
Things; and 2vermore t0 rejoice in his holy Cont 
fort. And in the Litany ; + May it pleaſe thee 
to endue us with the Grace of thy Holy Spirit: 
Let us beſeech Gon to grant us true Reper- 
tance, and his Holy Spirit, that thoſe Things 
may plenſe him that we do at preſent, and that 
the reſt of our Lives may be pure and holy. | 
Foraſmuch, O Go, as withou! thee we art 
not able to pleaſe thee, grant that thy Hoh 
Spirit may in all Things, rule our Hearts, 
and becauſe of the Weakneſs of our mortal 
Y Natur, 
Col, Whit, Sun. 1 Abſolution. | Col, 19 Sund. Tin 


thee, grant us the Help of thy Grace, that, in 


Moth in Will and in Deed. | 
Therefore as the * Diſcourſes and Prayers 
of others 2bound with Teſtimonies to the Ne- 
ceſſity of Chriſtians being led and guided, and 
nfuenced by the Spirit or Grace of Gop; 


and ſignificant Metaphor, of Light; Why 
hould this Doctrine, or theſe Terms, be con- 
fdered and ridiculed as Abſurdities in our 


nd pray for the Illumination and Aid of the 
Holy Spirit, for the ſame good Purpoſe, viz. 
70 give us a right Fudgment in all Things. 
And we know that the Son of Gop is come, 


now that he is come by the Gift of his 
Holy Spirit ſent into our Hearts; which 
' ſhews us all that we do, or ever have done, 
'— This is he of a Truth, whom the Pro- 
phets and primitive Chriſtians bore Teſti- 
' tony to; By his Heart-ſearching Power, 
' We know him; nor can we miſtake him for 
| another: And as he thus knows the Secrets 
of all Hearts, and will Judge them with 
ehteous Judgment, in the Day Go p has 
pointed for it ; the only Way for us to 
be happy here, as well as hereafter, is to 
obey the Dictates of this moſt holy Gift; 
end refrain from every Thing it reproves 
for; and we, as well as thoſe in the Apoſtle's 

= © Times, 

2 Archbiſhop Tillotfux's Sertzons: | 


keeping thy Commandments, we may pleaſe thee, © 


which we ſometimes expreſs by the Scripture 


Words or Writings ; ſince we underſtand and 
ue them in the ſame Senſe and Acceptation, 


4 
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Nature, we can do no good Thing without 


and hath given us an Underſtanding, * We 
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Times, ſhall feel the Peace of God ton 


Captive, that is, tne Power of Hell, Death 


prehend the Mode and Manner of it, 


of the natural Sun's emitting irs Rays al 


3 
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our Hearts and Minds. This Holy Gif 
therefore is the Power of Godlineſs, which 
the Apoſtle foreſaw ſome would deny, tho 
they retain'd the Form of it : To deny 
therefore this Influence, is to deny one g 
the eſſential Benefits of CHRIS T's Death 
and Mediation ; for he leading Captivit 


and the Grave, aſcended up on high, and 
mediated and obtained theſe divine Gifts 
for Men ; and as the Grave could not hold 
Captive the Body of this Holy One, 6 
neither car the Heaven of Heavens contain 
or limit his fpiritual Influence ; by which 
his Minitters and Servants receive Power; 
Knowledge and Wiſdom. Men may, with 
as good a Grace, go about to deny the In- 
fluence of the Sun by its Light and Heat, 
as that of God upon Man, Bu: poor, 
proud, finite Man, becauſe he cannot com 


would as pretumptuoully as injurioully (to 
himſelf) deny it. Whereas he can't ſo much 
as underſtand or comprehend the Mann 


Light and Heart, tho? he daily ſees and feel 
the Neceſſity and Benefit of them: How 
much more ſtupendouſly ſublime ani in- 
comprehenſible is the Ditfuſion of the Hoy 


Spirit! Tis ſufficient for us finite Creatutes 


to feel the Effects of it, as we do of the Sun, 
without comprehending the Manner of it 
Emanation. As the powerful Operation 
and Motion of Gop's Spirit, 1 


1 


the Heart towards Go p, are compared to 
the blowing of the Wind; for as it is by the 
Wind, Man perceives the Effect of it, that 
there is ſuch a Thing, and that it does 
blow ; yet his Power cannot reftrain it; nei- 
© ther can his Reaſon reach ro know, whence 
git riſes, or how far it comes, or how far it 
reaches. However, it is fit to be obſerved, 
that GoD does not act by a coercive or 
© compulſive Power; but as he has given Men 
ſpiritual Gifts, ſo he has given them ſpiritual. 
Faculties to uſe them, as well as natural 
and Ones: But if Men will not hear, the Con- 
ich © quence as naturally follows, as in any 
cr, Wl © other Caſe, Gop remaining invariably the 
ich © fame, and without the leaſt Shadow of turn- 

In. ing.“ | | * 
at, 1 iha'l now produce another Teſtimony to 
oe Truth of the Operation of Gov?s Spirit 
in Man, which the Archbiſhop of Cambray 
WW gives us in the following Words; “ By Scrip- 
to © ture tis certain that the Spirit of Gop 


ico © dwells in us; that it acts there, that it prays 
WW © there continually, that it groans there, de- 
of WF © fires there; thar it aſketh for us, what we 


els : know not how to aſk for ourſelves ; that it 
u <xcites us, animates us, ſpeaks to us in Si- 
in. lence, ſuggeſts all Truths to us, and unites 


ol 11s to itſelf, that we become one Spirit 
es : with Gop : This is what Scripture teach- 
ny eth; this is what the Doctors who are 
its fartheſt off of inward Life, cannot but ac- 


on Ul knowledge: And yet, notwithſtanding their 

| m . Kt, = 8 8 

i" Principles, we always ſee by their Practice, 

rhe that they ſuppoſe the outward written Law, 
3 * Or, 
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< or, at moſt, a Light drawn from Scriptur 


* and Reaſon, to be what enlightens us in. 


© wardly ; and that it is not our Reaſon at. 


_ © terwards which acts of itfelf by that In. 
_ © ſtruction. Theſe Men ſet not enough by 


the inward Teacher, the Holy Spirit, who 
does all in us; he is the Soul of our Souls: 
© we cannot frame a Thought, or create 2 
* Deſire, but through him, Alas! how great 
is our Blindneſs! We make account as if we 
were by ourleves in this inward Sanctuary, 

but, on the contrary, Go is there more 
nearly than we ourſelves are. Perhaps yon 
e will ſay to me, What then, are we all in- 
e ſpired? Yes, without doubt; but not as 


the Prophets and Apoſtles were. Without 


the actual Inſpiration of the Spirit of Grace, 


** We Can nemner Deneve, win, nor do any 
Good. We are therefore always inſpired; 
hut we ſtifle this Inſpiration continually, 
* Gop ceaſes not to ſpeak ; but the Noiſe 
„and Hurry of Things without, and our 
„ Paſſions within, deafen us and hinder us 
from hearing Him. We muſt ſilence eveij 
© Creature, and ourſelves too, to hear in 1 


| profound Stillneſs of Soul, the inexpreſſible 


* Voice of CiR15T, the Bridegroom of our 
„Souls. We mult liſten diligently ; for tis 
a very ſtill and ſoft Voice, which is not tobe 
heard, but by ſuch as hearken to nothing elle. 
© O how ſeldom is the Soul ſilent enough to let 
* Gop ſpeak! The leaſt Whiſper of our vain 
% Deſires, or of Self. love, attentive on Self, 
4 confounds all the Words of the Spirit of 
6 Gop. We hear plainly what he 5 
. 6c al 
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« and that he aſks for ſomething ; but we 


don't perceive what it is; and very often 
« we are contented not to underſtand it. The 
© Jeait Reſerve, the leaſt Regard for Self, 
« the leaſt Fear of underſtanding too plainly, 
that Go aſks for more than we care to 


« oive Him, diſturbs this inward Voice. 


Shall we wonder then that ſo many, and 
«even pious Perſons, but full of amuſi 

„Thoughts, vain Deſires, worldly Wiſdom, 
and Confidence in their own Virtues, can't 
© hear it; but take this inward Voice to be a 
Chimera of Fanaticks : Alas, what do they 
mean by ſuch ſcornful Language? To what 
© Purpoſe would the outward Expreſſions of 
„Teachers be, and even of the Scriptures 
© themſelves, if it were not for the inward 
* Voice of the Holy Spirit; which gives the 
* other all its Efficacy. The outward Words 
of the Goſpel itſelf, without this living, ef- 
* icacious Word within, would be but an 
empty Sound. Tis the Letter that killeth,  - 
* but the Spirit giveth Life. O eternal and 
„All- powerful Word of the Father! ris thou 


*who ſpeakeſt in the very Bottom of our 


Souls. The Words that proceeded out of 
"the Mouth of our Saviour, when upon 
Earth, had not bern productive of ſo much 
© Virtue and fo great Fruits, but becauſe the 

: were animated by this Word of Life, which 
is the Word himſelf. | 

2 This made Peter ſay, Lox p, to whom 
j Hell we go? Thou haſt the Words of eternal 
_ Life Therefore it is not the exterior Law 
or Rule of the Goppel, which Gap lets us 


K 3 cc ſee 


Ei e 
** ſee by the Light of Reaſon and Scripture. 
tis his Spirit that ſpeaks, that teaches, that 
operates in, and animates us; ſo tis the 
* Spirit that worketh in us, both to will and 
to do what is good; as tis our Soul tha 
* animates'our Body, and regulates its Mo. 
tions: Tis certain therefore that we are al 
* inſpir'd continually ; that we live not the 
„Life of Grace, but in Proportion as ue 
** partake of this inward Inſpiration. The: 
a 3 and Principles being laid, it muſt 
** be acknowledged, that Gop ſpeaks conti 
„ nually in us: He ſpeaks in harden'd and 
impenitent Sinners; but they being ſtunn d, 
as it were, by the Noiſe of the World, and 
* their Paſſions, cannot hear his Voice; tis 
to them a Tale or Fiction: He ſpeaks in 

*© penitent Sinners, they feel a Remorſe of 

« Conſcience, and that Remorſe is the Voice! 
* of Go, which reproaches them inwardly 

© for their Sins: When theſe Sinners are ef 
« fectually reached and ſmitten, they find no 

* Difficulty in underſtanding this ſecret Voice; 

for 'tis that which 1tmites them fo ſharph; 

« -tis in them the Tewo-edged Sword St. Paull 

« ſpeaks of, which divides aſunder Soul an 

„ Sy7rit, Go makes himſelf to he felt, raſted 
«and obeyed: They hear this ſoft Voice, 

« which gently ſmites them in the very ſecret 
« of their Heart, and the Heart is tendere. 
c“ and broken; and that is t: ue Contrition; 
« Gop ſpeaks in enlightened and learned 
„ Perſons, whoſe Lives are to Appearance 
© ex:&t and regular; but commonly thei 
« Perſons being full of themſelves, hearczn 
| 109 
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« too much to themſelves, to hear Go p; they 
« reaſon upon every Thing, and do all by 


« Rules and Principles of human Wiſdom 


« and Prudence ; which would be much better 
done thro” Simplicity, and a Docility to the 
« Teaching of Go p's Spirit: Such as theſe 
« appear to have more Goodneſs than others ; 
and they have, in a good Degree; but then 
«it is a mixed Goodneſs; they are great and 
big in themſelves, and value themſelves in 


proportion to their Capacity and Reaſon; 


they are always ſway'd by their own Coun- 
«ſel, and ſtrong in their own Eyes, and 
„Opinion. O my Gov, I thank thee with 
„JESUS CHRIST, that thou hideſt theſe Se- 
« crets from the Wiſe and Prudent in their 
« own Eyes, but revealeſt them with Pleaſure 
« to weak and humble Souls! Tis only Chil- 
« dren thou art familiar with; Children in 
Malice, and every other Vice; but behaveſt 


* towards others in their own Way: Th 


vill have Knowledge, and other ſplendid 
* Virtues; thou giveit them ſhining Parts, 
«© and makeſt them a fort of Heroes; but this 
js not the beſt Portion; there is ſomething 
more hidden for thy dear Children; they 
* lean, as 70% the N Diſciple did, upon 
* thy Boſom.” _ . 7 
If theſe Arguments, drawn from a ſenſible 

Experience and Feeling of God's Operation 
in the Soul, convince not the Reader; if he 
be not one of thoſe who think to have eternal 
Life by the Scriptures, yet will not come to 
Cugis , that they may have Life; he would 
do well to examine and lee, if he is not in the 

. State 
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State the Author himſelf once was in; ſeekin 
for Gop without, and never think to find 
him within. © Itried, ſays he, by collectin 

in my Mind all the wonderful Works } 


Nature, to frame an Idea of thy Grandeur; 
* I ſought thee among thy Creatures, and did 
not think of finding thee in my own Heart 
© ——-where thou art never abſent. Conſider 
* theſe Things, my Soul, and ſhut the Door 
of thy ſenſual Deſires, that thou mayſ hear 
* what Gop the Lox D ſpeaks, and with the 
Prophet Samuel ſay, Spea LoD, for 10 
* dervant heareth. Let not Moſes, nor any 
of the Prophets, ſpeak ; but do thou rather 
* ſpeak, O Lon p Gov, the Inſpirer and 
* Enlightener of all the Prophets! for thou 
alone, without them, canſt perfectly inſtruct 
me; but they without thee, can profit no- 
* thing. They ſound forth Words, but cap- 
not give Spirit; they ſpeak well, but if thou 
be ſilent, they inflame not the Heart; they 
teach the Letter, but thou openeſt the Senſe; 
they bring forth Myſteries, but thou un- 
& et the Meaning of them; they declare 
© thy Commandments, thou helpeſt us to 
« fulfil them; they ſhew the Way, thou giveſt 
« Strength to walk in it; they act outwardly 
© upon us, but thou enlightens and inſtructs | 
the Heart; they water, but thou ęgiveſt the 
Increaſe; they ſtrike the Ear with Words, 
thou giveſt Underſtanding to the Hart. 
Thus, my dear Fellow-mortals, I would 
hope by this Time you are all ſenſible that 
you have a Portion of Grace or Light, which 


has manifeited Sin and Folly to you ae, 1 
in 


h [m7] 3 
in the Cool of the Day, when you have been 
alittle ſequeſter'd from your Diverſions ; liſten 
then, I beſeech you, to its Voice; it will 
peak, as I ſaid before, as never Man did; 
it will tell you all you have done, and con- 
inue to reprove when you do amiſs. This is 
the Voice of that Prophet which Moſes told 
the Children of T/rael would be raiſed up 
amongſt them: A Prophet ſhall the Lord your 
Gop ratſe up unto * of your Brethren, like 
unto me, him ſhall you hear in all Things. 
And whoſoever will not hear this Prophet, he 
bull be cut off from among the People, Acts 
Il, 22. | 
Hearken, I beſeech you, to his Voice ; re- 
u  c:ive him in his ſpiritual Appearance; kiſs 
t the Son while he offers his nn leſt he be 
„ WH ory, and cur you oft in tne greet Sn os 
- WH Cabelicf, in his Power to cleanſe you from 
dal Unrighteouſneſs. — 
} I don't purpoſe to particularize or conſider 
' WT ſingly every Sin the corrupt Nature of Man is 
lable to; yet as there have ſeveral Iniquities 
* occurred to me which I have noticed; ſo 1 
| hall, as it now prune to my Underſtand- 
; 


ing, make a brief Obſervation on that black 
and cruel One, of Detraction, eſpecially as 
[have often obſerved how many fall into this 
Miſchief inconſiderately, without thinking 
WH "of fo cruel and evil a Nature as it really 
8; this noxipus Weed being the Product of 
moſt Countries, I can't forbear putting you 
n Remembrance how many able Pens have 
been employed, to eradicate it, by Reaſons 
and Arguments, ſufficient abundantly to con- 
VINCE 


18 juſt Abhorrence of it +: 28 an Injury done t) 
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vince us of its hurtful Nature, and give us 


our Neighbour ſeldom fails to recoil upon our 
ſelves at one 'Time or other ; for he that dig. 
= a Pit ſhall fall into it, and he that rol. 
eth a Stone, it ſhall return upon him. And 
as I have noted, this Vice has been expoſed 
to the World long ago, in its hideous Forms 
and cruel Conſequences, I don't here preſume 
to think myſelf capable of painting it in more 
_ gloomy and diſagreeable Shapes than others 
have done, : 
What IT would remark is, That it is to be 
feared many don't peruſe carefully the Scrip- | 
tures, and other Books, on the Subject of 
Moral, as well as Chriſhan Virtues ; or at 
leaſt do not ſufficiently conſider them; for 
did we but figntly and juſtly reflect on this 
Precept of CarisT's, T7 heu ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thyſelf, One would think it 
might be ſufficient to prevent the Mouth of 
Envy, Malice, Infamy and Detraction, from 
ever being open'd; and were there but Room | 
for this Reflection in any Interval of ſuch Con- 
verſation, how wou'd it ſilence all Unchari. 
tableneſs! CHRIST mentions our Lore 10 
God in the firſt Place, and in the ſuperlative 
Degree; and in the next, Love (or Charity) 
to our Neighbour, as the two (moſt material) 
Commandments (or Points) on which depends 
the Law and the Prophets. And he has left 
us this Injunction, which is ſtiled the golden | 
Rule, and ought to be an inviolable One, 
% Whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do 


** unto you, do you even the fame to _ 
nd | 


— 


L 119 J e 
And on another Occaſion adds he, A new 
« Commandment I give unto you, That ye 
« jove one another.” Sands 2 
And the Apoſtle Paul recommends to the 
Rimans the accompliſhing this Command- 
ment in theſe Words, Owe no Man any 
« Thing, but to love one another ; Love 
« worketh no Ill to his Neighbour ; therefore 
« Love is the fulfilling of the Law.” And 
after enumerating the Laws of the ſecond - 
Table, he ſubjoins, © If there be any other 
« Commandment, it is briefly comprehended 
in this, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
« thyſelf. But if ye bite and devour one 
another, take heed that ye be not conſumed 
« one of another. | | 

The Apoſtle Fames tells the Believers, if 
they fulfill'd the royal Law according to the 
Scripture, © Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour 
* as thyſelf,” ye do well. 

And the Apoitle Paul, giving the Romans 
and Galaliang a Catalogue of the Fruits or 
ans of the Fleſh, among others he mentions, 
* Backbiting, Envy, Whiſpering, Malice, 
Emulation, c.“ And he exhorts the Ephe- 
ſuns to put away, © All Bitterneſs, Wrath, 

| © Clamour and Evil-ſpeaking, with all Ma- 
ce; and be ye kind to one another, ten- 
© Cer-hearted, forgiving one another, as Gop 

"for CHRIST's Sake hath forgiven you.“ 


And the Apoſtle Peter, dehorting Chri- 
fans from the Breach of Charity, ſpeaks 
ffer this Manner ; © Wherefore laying aſide 
all Malice, Guile, Hypocriſy, Envy, and 

** all 


« all Evil-ſpeaking, by which you will be. 
come as new-born Babes (innocent and 
ce pare) fitted to receive (or deſire) the ſincere 


140 


exalts this Love to Go, and Charity (or 
Love) to our Neighbour, above all other Gifts 
and Virtues : © "Tho? Iſpeak with the Tongue 
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ilk of the Word, that ye may groy 
thereby.“ | 
And next let us obſerve, how that St. Py} 


of Men or Angels, and have not Charity, 
I am become as — Braſs, or a tink- 
ling Cymbal. Tho” 1 have the Gift of 
Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſteries 
and Knowledge; tho' I have Faith, fo as: 
to remove Mountains, and have not Cha. 
rity, I am nothing. And tho? I beſtow all 
my Goods to feed the Poor, and tho' Igive 
my Body to be burned, and have not Cha- 
rity (if I don't give and ſuffer from this 
Principle of Love to God and my Neigh- 
bour) it profiteth me nothing. Charity or 
Love ſuffereth long, and is kind; Charity 
envieth not (the Happineſs of another) 
Charity vanteth not icke, is not puffed up, 
doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh 
not her own (Honour or Reputation) 1s 
not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, re- 
joiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
Truth, or {when any act agreeable to the 
Goſpel of Cur1sT) beareth all Things, 
believeth all Things, (all the Good it hears, 
or can have any charitable Grounds to 
think of others) hopeth all Things (that if 
our Neighbour is bad he may mend) en- 
dureth all Things (patiently) as all Things 
| | cc wor 
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« york together for Good to them that love 
«Gop. This Charity never faileth ; but 

« whether there be Prophecies they ſhall fail; 
« whether there be'Tongues they thall ceaſe; 
« whether there be Knowledge it ſhall vaniſh 


away. And now abideth Faith, Hope and _ : 
Charity, but the greateſt of theſe is 
; WT © Charity,” as it will continue when Faith 
ball end in Viſion, and Hope in Enjoyment: - 


And now permit me to recommend to you 
zſerious Peruſal of theſe, as well as other 
Paſages of the Holy Records, which were 


s W'vcitten for our Learning and Inſtruction: 

s WT And amongit many which I might mention, 

-o have wrote azainſt the Sin of Detraction, 
dere is one in the Collection called The. 


Lady's Library, worth peruſing, as the Ar. 


- WH cumcnts ſeem founded on Chriſtian Principles | 
is and Doctrines, and the Reaſoning obvious 

1- WF {od convincing. But ſuffer me now, with- 
rat Offence, to mention a Thought I have 

y WH dfien had, when I have been reflecting on 

r) lis Fault in both Sexes. As I endeavour to 

b, cicriſh a more charitable Opinion of Man- 

h bnd, than to think any Perſon can delight 

„* n Evil fimply as Evil; fo 1 would fain hope 


kw are of ſo cruel a Diſpolttion, as to receive 
iPafure in hearing the Errors and Miſcar- 
gs of their Netghbours related. And if 
uy be guilty of the ſame Fault, or any other, 
wr Brother may be charged with, the Coum- 
pay of others in Evil, will by no Means 
Menvate our Crime, or render ſuch leis 
Upzblein the Sight of Go p, or leſs odious 
900d Nfen;: But, on the contrary (if I may 
| F, "Bt 
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| be allow'd the Expreſſion) the Confederzer 


againſt Heaven is the more ſtrengthened hy 
the Number of its Enemies, yet tho' they join 


Hand in Hand, they ſhall not go unpuniſh 
ed: However, I have put the Conduct o 


People of this Character on a more charitaf 


ble and favourable Bottom; for I have con 
ſider'd, that theſe Sorts of Converſations, o 
rather Conſpiracies, againſt our Neighbour 
Fame, proceed from a Defect of that folic 


Nouriſhment the Author I have before cited 


ſeems to recommend, and I have ſometime 
thought, that it is our Ignorance of othe| 
Matters, and better Subjects, which occaſi 
ons our Neighbour's Conduct to be ſo fre 
quently the Topick of our Converſations 
but I wou'd not be here underſtood to call i 
Queſtion the Capacities of either Sex, an 
wou'd only defire the Liberty of giving 
Caution againſt the Mifapplication of you 
Talent or Talents. 
This appears to me to be the Fault, People 
employing their Faculties fo much, not onl 
on vain, and trifling Sujets, but frequent 
on pernicious and hurtful Things, fo thi 
they have no Room nor Leiſure to attend t 
more uſeful and important Subjects; and 
I have ſaid, that tho” we may not be charge 
ble with the ſame Fault our Neighbour ma 
be guilty of, yet the Apoſtle Paul tells u 
All Mankind have ſinned, and fallen {19 
« of. the Favour of Gop ;” and theretol 
all who have not yet ſincerely repented 2! 
amended their Ways, have need of Repef 
tance and Forgiveneſs, But if any com 
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Circumſtance ? Are we to expoſe, blacken and 
{fame our Brother, or to rejoice in his Miſ- 
carriage? No ſurely; the Goſpel of C ux IS 
1nd his Miniſters teach other Things. 

« Brethren, if any be overtaken with a 
Fault, you that are ſpiritual (endeavour to) 
& reſtore him; How? In the Spirit of Meek- 


tempted, let his Miſcarriage excite our Com- 


jurizlves and bear ye one another's Burthens, 
ind fo fulfi! the Law of CHRIST, Thou 
i thalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf ;? and 
hene ver we call in Queſtion cur Neigkbour's 
Conduct, let us remember we are firſt to be 


ommandments blameleſs: And agreeable to 
the Doctrines and Principles of CuRIS T, 
kt us firſt pull the Beam out of our own Eye, 
ind then ſhall we ſee clearly to take the Mote 


rerted then ſhall we be fitted to ſtrengthen 
tur Brethren : Thus the royal Pſalmiſt petiti- 
ons the Almighty, © Create in me a clean 
Heart, O GoDp, and renew a right Spirit 
" vithin me: Then will I teach Tranſgreſſors 


to Thee.” 

| thall now mention another particular 
vil, not only as J find it greatly blam'd by 
hers, but as it has often been Subject of 
concern to me when I have obſerv'd this un- 
natural Conduct, which relates only to the 


able 
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n Evil, how are Chriſtians to act in ſuchæͤ⸗ 


i, conſidering, leatt thou thyſelf be alſo 


viſion towards him, and Caution towards 


3 ourſelves, walking in all Gop's 


from our Brother's. And when we are con- 


thy Ways, and Sinners ſhall be corfverted 


female Part of the N ſo juſtly charge- 
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able on them: But which IT would charitably 
hope they have not yet many of them ſeen, 
or at leaſt reflected on the great Miſchief it 
produces, both to themſelves, and their Of 
ſpring. The Fault I mean, is Neglect of 
uty, and natural Obligation to our help. 
leſs Infants, which is ſo obvious at their firſt 
Appearance in Life, when we deny them that 
Nouriſhment Nature has provided for them, 
and by framing fome inſignificant Excuſe, 
forſake and leave them to others. 
This inhuman Treatment of our tender 
little Ones, I can't help thinking has its 
Foundation in Pride. al Affection to 
our Offspring ſeems blended with our very 
Conſtitution ; and it appears to me we mult 
uſe uncommon Violence to ſeparate it from 
our Make. But behold the Effects of Pride! 
what Miſchief is there that it is not produc 
tive of! Even a few Weeks after our tender 
Babe beholds the Light, left it ſhould occa- 
ſion us ſome extraordinary Trouble and Care, 
or prevent ſome little Delicacy in our Shape 
or Dreſs, or detain us from making unediy4 
ing and inipertinent Viſits, &c. we conſign 
the poor Innocent into the Hands of a Stran- 
ger, to be foſter'd by Women, oftentimes, of 
favaze Tempers, and vile Affections, which, 
ſome are of Opinion, the Infant imbibes with 
its Milk; tho” I can't conceive this, as I ap- 
prehend we are not Sinners by Conſtitution, 
but Corruption. However, it is manifeſt} 
and often happens, that the Child imbibes$ 
an unwholeſome Conſtitution from its Nurſe: 


And, 'tis the Opinion of ſome, that the oy i 
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may be chargeable on their Parents, on this 


has been frequently the Caſe, few will deny: 


- 


of many an Infant (in other Places at leaſt) 


Score ; as alſo when the Nurſe proves care- 
{6 and negligent in her Office; and that this 
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For how can we reaſonably expect that a 
rt stranger ſhou'd take that due and tender 
ay Care, and faithfully diſcharge ſo troubleſome - 


and refuſes, for this very Reaſon to take upon 


beit were, petitioning the obdurate Parent 
er vith its little Eloquence of Tears for its own 
; Support, provided by Nature, without her 


Care or Trouble. 

Dr. Whitby, in ſome Obſervations on 
Things natural, to explain- and illuſtrate his 
dubject, has theſe Words; © *Tis natural, 
becauſe Nature has furniſh'd her with pro- 
per and ſuitable Means of Nouriſiment 


64 


Nature had changed her Order, and general- 
i withheld and denied the common Means. 


es |! bis often been Subject of Reflection to me, 
ſe ben 1 have obſerved that Women pretend 
they are fo univerſally diſabled, that they are 


capable of taking upon them this tender 
1 3 | | Office, 


an Office, which a Parent, ſuppos'd to have 
anatural n for her Infant, declines 


« (ays he, for a Woman to ſuckle her Infant, 


tor that Purpoſe.” But had that Author 


lved till this Day, he had poſſibly been told 


ber. I, who am a Parent, have been filb'd 
with Aſtoniſhment at the Parent, and Com- 
paſſion towards the Child, when Thave beheld 
the delicate Mother fit unconcern'd and un- 
relenting, at the Time her little Offspring 
has been uttering its tender Complaints, and, 
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Office, and diſcharging the natural Obligs. 
tion of Suckling their Children. The general 
Plea is, want of Milk, or Tenderneſs of 
Conſtitution, which renders them unfit to 
take upon them ſo troubleſome an Office: 
But as often as I have obſerved, examined, 
and traced ſuch Pretences and Excuſes for 
this Cruelty, I have found (except in ſome 
few Inſtances) they abſolutely center in Pridef 
and Self-love. „55 
But I only propoſe by this ſhort Remark, 
to remind ſome, and inform others, that this 
unnatural Conduct has been juſtly condemn'd 
by Archbiſhop Tillotſon, to whole Diſcourſes, 
on the Education of Children, I would refer 
you. However, he (as well as others) does 
not propoſe Impoſſibilities to any; on the 
contrary, he goes far in admitting real and 
| 3 — 14 Pleas and Excuſes; but where 
none of theſe appear, he is of Opinion, 'tis 
every Woman's indiſpenſible Obligation to 
nouriſh her Infant at her own Breaſt. His 
Arguments are brought from Nature, Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon ; and I heartily wiſh every 
Parent, in this Circumſtance, and of this} 
Character, may peruſe them impartially and 
candidly ; and that they. may have the good 
Effect of reſtoring that natural Affection and 
Tenderneſs, in the Female Part of the World, 
which has been ſo long loſt. | 
And before I conclude this Obſervation, 
ſhall Tranſcribe a Paſſage from a Pamphlet 
lately printed in Londom, entitled Britain 
R-menibroncer ; wherein the Author (whom! 
have heard is a Nobleman) propoſes a Methor 
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© improving the preſent unhappy Situation 
D 


tunts; againſt whom he brings a general 


the Women, he takes the Liberty of tellin; 
them, That no ſmall Share of the nation 


x. | 


are your proper Province. The unavoidable 


Diverſions, muſt be intirely to pervert your 
Minds from what is the only natural Sphere 


intended for, by the Ordination of Heaven; 
who form'd you 2 the plain and homely, but 
weary and endearing Characters, of a Wife 


ments of Pride, which fill a Woman's fanta- 
fick Brain, aud disfigure the native Beauties 
v her Perſon; and all the giddy Hours ſhe 
paſſes in a Round of guilty Follies, falſely cal. 
d Pleaſure and Diverſion, tend to make her 


whenever you aim at any thing elſe, than 10 
jul F tends, and pious Chr iſt ians, you aim at 


lomeihing quite out of Nature, and beſide the- 
| Jnienticn 


of the Nation and Kingdom of Great-Britain; 7 
and ſhews that the Calamities they are in- 
| rolyed in, are the Effects of the Vices and + 
Ircligion which prevail among the Inhabi- 


Charge: And then in a particular Addreſs to 


Guilt is chargeable on their Account, as ſays 2 


Efect of a conſtant Purſuit of theſe public 


of Womankind, and what they were originally 
and a Mother; and that all the various Orna- 


mire unfit for what Nature deſigꝶʒd her. And © 


be diriful Daughters, loving Wiwes, tender 
Mithers, prudent Miſtreſſes of Fanulies, faith- 
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Lou have given up yourſelves to Pleaſures, © 
Theatrical and Muſical Entertainments, to the - © 

Negle& not only of all that is ſpiritual and 
| ſacred, but alſo of thoſe Domeftick Cares which, 


018 1 „ —— ——— er why eos 3; 


FCC 
Intention of Heaven in making you rational 
\.. Creatures. Will Vauxhall improve you in 04. 
conomy and Frugality ? Or Ranelagh in 100 
| bmeſlich Arts that make Families happy ? 
Mill the bombaſtick Rant of the Play-houſ, 
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Jurniſb you with Maximo of Prudence & Or its 


obſcene Ribaldry ſtore your Minds with the 
Graces of Modeſty and Virtues How long muf 
vou die away to the ſoft Strains of | Muſic, or 
ſtudy theatrical Excellencies of Stage-herye; MY 
Before you will be the fitter Companions for 
Men of Senſe © How long muſt you prafliſe 
curling the Hair, fluttering your Fans, and 
overloading your Per ſons with falſe Ornaments, 
before your Converſation will be ever new 
and ever entertaining to a Husband of Know Wl 
age and Worth, This, and much more to! 
the ſame Effect, ſays that noble Author, to 
whom I refer you; and ſhall only add what 
he propoſes in general as the beſt Expedient 
to improve the preſent ſuncture of Affairs, 
viz, © That every Individual endeavour to 
« reform One.” TOP 1 
I have ſometimes had a Concern on my] 
Mind to recommend to your Conſideration, 
the Juſtice and Duty you owe to your Chil- 
dren in another Reipect beſide that I have 
mentioned, . The Obligation every Pa-. 
rent is under to manifeſt an eſpecial Regard; 
for the future Happineſs of the Souls of 
their Children, by a religious Care in their 
Education: Rut I have been diſcouraged from 
offeringuy Sentiments on this Subject, when 


'I conſider the little Care and Regard t00 
| many 


— 


'nany Parents have for their own Souls, 


liſregarded by many, though profeſſing Chri- 


ole future Well-being appears to be much ; 
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1 ſtianity. —— et nl 
8 1 4o0't parye ſe to ſay much on this Sub- 
ea; yer think proper to offer a few Things 

e your Conſideration, which tho' they may 
f perhaps appear Se to ſome at firſt Sight, 
„ee [have ſometimes thought them of greater 

7 Conſequence, than I hy agar many others 
„b. That Errors in the firft Principles of 


for if we ſet out with wrong Means to obtain 


bh 2 deſired End, we have not only loſt our 
„Time, but with great Difficulty and Labour 
o WJ ouſt unlearn our firſt Rules and Leſſons. 
%o Vpon reflecting on the Appearances of 
WJ f0ger and Reſentment, which we find fo 


breaſts of Infants, and the early Propenſities 


for Trifles ; it has appeared to me, they may 


7 - 

0 eets, Sc. and Errors in their Management 
1. from their Infancy, as young Children we 
e ow commonly imitate and act from the 


Erample of their Parents, or thoſe concern d 
i the Care and Education of them. 52 

To ſay little of the ſuperfluous Ornaments 
of Lace, Lace-work, and Ribbands, which 
the Infant is adorn'd with, as ſoon as it comes 


my be admir'd by the formal and ceremoni- 


Education (as well as in other Caſes) are dan- 
gerous and pernicious, is a received Maxim; 


early and ſo often glow in the little tender 


; 


ous 


we obſerve in them to Pride and a Fondneſs 


he often attributed to the ill Example of Pa- 


nto the World, as well to pleaſe and gratify 1 
the Mother's and Nurſe's anity, as that it 
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: \FroT | 
: ous Viſitors ; as ſoon as the Infant is capable 
of the leaſt Notice, it is immediately preſented 
with a Number of fooliſh Toys, which, tho 
| ſome, ſuitably choſen, may be proper to give 
them an Idea of natural Things, yet I have 
thought there are many Trifles preſented and 
recommended to them as Things of Value 
and Worth, which lead them afterwards to! 
entertain a Fondneſs for Vanities and Toys, 
that are more expenſive and burtful. a1 
By this Time, ſome little Dawning of 
Reaſon begins to appear in the Child, Gur 
is taken to inculcate the Principles of Anger 
and Malice, Reſentment and Revenge, as 
the Child is inſtructed to receive every little 
Contradiction, as an Injury or Affront, which 
he is to revenge, by giving the Nurſe the Blow. Wl 
to execute on the Offender.. = i 
Next comes in Courſe, to amuſe the Child, 
a String of idle, abſurd Sonnets and Ballads, 
which, as ſoon as its liſping Tongue is able 
to form Words, it is taught to. 5 
The next Inſtruction is, in a Catalogue of 
vain, amuſing Stories, a Relation of Fairy 
Tales, Hiſtories of Giants, Tom Thumbs, Wl 
and ſuch like Stuff, are the young and tender 
Brains and Capacities of Infants ſtor'd with; 
as proper Rudiments to fit them for, and in- 
troduce more ingenious Lies and Romances. 
The next Thing Children are early in- 
ſtructed in, is Rule and Authority, by teach- 
ing, aud allowing them a Superiority over 
Servants. þ + "TREO 
A Servant tho' never ſo judicious and ca- 
pable of knowing what. js fit and convenient 


for 
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got a Child, is nevertheleſs reſtrained by many 


© rents from keeping Children in Subjection 

= !: ei * 1 

d 2d Order, or croſſing and diſappointing their 

"8 Will in any Circumſtance ; this manifeſt] 
e ll (caches the Child a Leſſon of Self-will, whic | 
e nany never unlearn all their Lives after. 
d The next Cruelty we are guilty of to our 

e Children, is Flattery (at the ſame Time by 

0 Wl Example or Precept teaching them many 


little and mean Artifices and equivocal Turns, 
unworthy a rational and generous, to ſay 
nothing of a Chriſtian Mind) this is com- 
monly practiſed both by Parents and Ser- 
vants, by whom Children are inſtrycted, 
when adorn'd with all the Pomp and Vanity 
within the Parent's Reach, to ſet an high * 
Value and Eſtimation on themſelves, on the 
Score of their fine Clothes, Oc. or the Per- 
fections of their Bodies, and at the ſame time 
they are taught to deſpiſe others, by perſwad- 
ing them they are both finer and handſomer 
than ſome others. = 
And now to finiſh and compleat a modern 
Education, it requires the following Accom- 
b Sc. To be expert in Dreſs and 
ancing, Ombre or Gaming in gengzal, to 
be able to make judicious Remarks opera 
Ars, and Stage Plays, and to repeat much 
ot the Ribaldry and Prophanity they learn 
from thence, and reading Romances and other 
pernicious Books, _ | | 
Add to all this, the Art of Viſiting, where 
ater thoſe preſent axe, much flatrer'd and 
complimented;; the Ablent, on the contrary, 
| Are 
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en 
are as ungenerouſly dealt with, and ſeverely 
. Re Pn 
But with reſpect to the religious Education 
of Children, we do not find many Parent, 
_ employ much of their Time in giving Chil. 
dren an Idea of the Supreme Being, ſuitable! 
to their Underſtanding ; and as far as their! 
little Capacities will admir, inſtruct and in. 
culcate the Principles of moral and Chriſtian! 
Duties : On the contrary, the Generality.of 
Parents ſeem to think they have ſufficiently 
diſcharged their religious Duty, if they are 
careful their Children are taught to repeat 
the 1 the Catechiſm contains; and in 
the lame Manner fay over a Set of Words, 
entitled, Prayers for Children; which they 
neither do nor can underſtand, at the Age 
they are taught them; and which I can't but 
conſider as great Impiety and Irreverence in 
both Parents and Schoolk-miſtreſſes, when 
they teach Children to ſpeak Words, they 
do not underſtand, to an Infinite Being; of | 
which they, at the Time they are taught 
them, can have no competent Knowledge, 
ſo as to enable them to addreſs Him at all; 
3 in the Terms commonly put into 
their Mouths. 5 
The Time I am confin'd to, would fail to 
enumerate every Inſtance the Generality of 
Parents are culpable in, with Reſpect to In- 
juries they inadvestently and inconſiderately WM 
do their Children, in their Infancy, £7. but 
I can't without a,ſeeming Abſurdity, put 
them in Mind of tHJuſtice they owe their 
Children, when, with Concern, 5 
| many | 
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many fail in the Juſtice they owe themſelves, 
by the apparent Neglect of their own Souls. 
deſire them to permit me to recommend to 
tach of their ſerious Conſiderations, the ine- 
ftimable Worth and Value of your own im- 
nortal Souls, as well as thoſe of your Chik. 
tren : For what is a Man profited, if he gain 
the whole World, and loſe his own Soul? Or 
what ſhall he give in Exchange for his Soul? 
No Man can give 10 Gor a Ranſom for it, 
ting the Redempiion is ſo precious, that it 
ſeth for ever, (Pſalm xlix. 7.) when ouce it 
$ loſt. aw; | 
It would be an inexpreſſible Happineſs, 
gere every one ſenſible of this Truth; there 
would be then Hope that they would enter 
pon the great and neceſſary Work our Lo RD 
tcommends ; that is, Firſt that our own 
Tree be made good, and then the Fruit, 
"It will neceſſarily produce, will be good 
"ao:” And when we find a Neceſſity of 
loing Juſtice to ourſelves, in the great Duty 
ind Care of our Souls, we ſhall, I am ce.- 
tain, feel a _— ſtrong and ſenſible Concern 
for the real appine's of our Offspring. 
Whether the Education I have been above 
&cribing, is agrecable to Chriſtianity, I 
kave all Parents, in their ſerious Moments, 
o conſider; and proceed with a Remark on 
de Time called Chriſtmas; which being ſo 
ately obſerved here, occaſioned me to purſue 
Reflection I have heretofore had at ſuch 
*2/ons. I ſhall firſt mention an Obfrvation 
af Alexander Cruder?s, a Clergyman (if I wie 
lake not) After he has given us a Catalogue 
ML of 


. 
of the Feſtivals obſerved by the Fews, he adds 
In the Chriftian Church, we have no FeftivalM 
that appear to have been inſtituted by Cuxis r 
or his Apoſtles : Nevertheleſs Chriſtians have 
always celebrated the Memory of CHRIS 
Reſurreftion, and kept this Feaſt on every Fir 
day of the Week ; which was called the 1 
day, fo early as in St. John's Time: IwMl 
(/ays John) in the Spirit on the Lord's-1ay, i 
However, I intend not here to enquire how 
or when, this, or any other Feaſt, came to 
be introduc'd among Profeſſors of Chriſtia- 
nity ; but only briefly to ſay, 'Thoſe who ob. 
ſerve Days and Times, ſhould, as they pro- 
feſs, obſerve them to the Lox». | 
You have a pretty large Account ( in Luke)howl 
the Birth of the holy Child Feſizs was uſheredl 
in. There were (ſays he) Shepherds abiding 
in the Fields of Judea, near unto the Town off 
Bethlehem; watching their Flocks by Nights 
And lo the Angel of GoD came upon them, and 
the Glory of the Lok D ſhone round them; andy 
they were ſore afraid: And the Angel ſaid untol 
them, Fear not, for bebold I bring you glad 
Tidings of great Foy which ſhall be to all 
People: For unto you this Day is born, in fe 
City of David, a Saviour, which is calledy 
CurisT he LoR D. And ſuddenly there way 
with the Angel a Multitude of Heavenly 
Hofts, proijing Gon, and ſaying, Glory 10] 
God in the higheft ! on Earth Peace, Gocd 
will to Men ! Then ſaid the Shepherds, let ug 
now go to Bethlehem, and ſee the Thing whtc9| 
is now com? to paſs, and which the Lob 


hath made known unto us ; and when the) £2 
een 


„E 
ken the Child, they made known the Saying 
road, and they that heard, wondered at the 
Things that were told them by the Shepherds; 
who returned glorifying and praiſing God, 
fir all the Things they had heard and ſeen, as, 
it was told them by the Angel: And when 
bie Days were accompliſhed for the circum- 
ring the Child, they called his Name ISS 
(:$viour) which was ſo named of the Angel 
s conceived in the womb; for this 
gain, becar(Þ he ſhall ſave his People from 
. Here are Glad-tidings of. great 
e People, expreſs'd with the greateſt 
nity: For behold ſuddenly a great Mul- 
„ he.enrly Hoſts appear'd with the ,_ 
%% Geo for his Goodawill to 


—— way. 
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CP 


* man hy int oducing the Means of Peace on 
aas God is in C RIS, reconciling the 
1; \' 4 unto Hunſelf; and blotting out the 


H.ny-wriiing that was againſt them, nailing 
i: „ Crosse; and putting Mankind into a 
Capacity of Salvation. 
And next good old Simeon, who it appears, 
had been waiting for the Conſolation of Iſrael, 


celebrated the Birth of CHRIST on this wiſe, 


e Los now letteſt Thou thy Servant depart in 
ce, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation, 
ny ich Thou haſt prepared before the Face of 


all People : A Light to enlighten the Gentiles; 
and to be the Glory of thy People Iſrael! 

Then Anna the Propheteſs, coming into the 
Temple, gave thanks likewiſe unto the Lo R, 
and ſpake of CHRIS T to all them that looked . 
for Redemption in Iſrael. 

And next we may obſerye how the wiſe 
M 2 Gentiles 
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Gentiles behaved on this Occaſion, when the 
came from the Eaft to Fern ſalem, twelve Day 
after the Birth of our LokD : Theſe Men 
tho? they were Heathens, and conſidered Him 
as a temporal King (as well as a ſpiritual 824 
viour) yet approach Him with no loud and 
clamorous Acclamations of noiſy and frantic 
Joy; no Drums, Trumpets, nor Fiddles ; buf 
when they came into the Houſe and ſaw hin 
proſtrating themſelves, they worſhipped him 
And now I wou'd beg leave to aſk the Prof 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, if they, on theſe OccaX 
ſions, act . with themſelves, whol 
tell us their Times call'd Holy-days are more 
eſpecially ſet apart for pious Purpoſes ; Are 
they then agreeable to this Deſign employ'd 
in an Enquity, whether you have any rational 
Ground to hope you have any Intereſt in the 
Saviour, whole Birch you. Profeſs to comme: 
morate? Do you examine whether your Prac- 
tice keeps Pace with your Profethon ? Do you 
live a Life of Humility and Holineſs, agreea - 
ble to the Example our holy Pattern recom- 
mends to our Imitation; who was holy, harm. 
leſs, and undefiled, ſeparate from Sin, and 
Sinners? Or, on the contrary, are not theſeY 
Times conſider'd, by moſt people, no other- 
wiſe than Seaſons of Mirth and Jollity? And 

as ſuch, are they not chiefly ſpent, by Pro- 
feſſors themſelves, in Feaſting, and Dancing, 
Gaming, Jeſting and Wantonneſs; not com- 
ſidering the Work our Lox D came to accom. 
pliſh, neither do they regard the Hand off 
Power that would fave them! And among the 
inferior Claſs of People, what but one fo g 

| - tj. 
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1 . 1 
continued Scene of Drunkenneſs, Riot, D 
bauchery and Madneſs, appears to every com- 
non Obſerver! Tw OAuld be much more bene- 
fcial, That the Husbandman ſhould til! his 
Grounds, and ihe Artift follow'd vr word 
it his Trade, than that they ſtould be thus idle, 
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„, what is worſe, doing wickedly on theſe | 
= (:c/ions, when, by Reaſon of wicked Works | 

m they crucify afreſh the Lord of Life and Glory, 
ad put him to open Shame! 
WW |! would once more aſk both Profeſſors and 
biophane, whether Men, £c. in theſe Cir- 
amſtances, can poſſibly have any juſt Title 

I o the (ſacred Name of Chriſtianity, while 

rc they act in direct Oppoſition to the Nature, 

"a of it? and whether this, and ſuch like Con- 

al eerſations, becomes the Goſpel of our Lo RD“ 

he and Saviour Jes vs CHRIST? Examinel be- 

eech you, theſe Things ſeriouſly, and folidly ; 

"4 :nd dare venture to ſay, you will find, with 


me (who was once in the Obſervation of 
Times, &c. ) that all ſuch Rejoycing is Evil; 
and that the appointed Faſts and Feaſts, in 
the Manner you obſerve them, are an Abo- 


or Ras to the Lo RD, yea, his Soul loaths 
them! „ 


Þ WM | have before told you, that it was not my 
4 latention to examine and conſider every par- 
i cular Tranſgreſſion the Controverſy of Go 
0 WJ © #gainſt, yer I ſhall briefly mention the Ca- 
| ogne of Sins the Apoſtle Parl gives us, and 
| Which he ſays are the Fruits of the Fleſh, and 
eile People continue to produce ſuch Fruit, 
* ey cannot poſſibly have an Entrance ad- 
d unißter'd to them into the Kingdom of God. 


M 3 Now, 


„ latry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, Emu 


—£ 


* ſtanding, Covenant Breakers, without naꝗ 


tions :* But the Fruit of the Spirit, 15 


dom which is from above; (or from G0 
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cc Now, (ſays he) the Works of the Fleſh are 
** manifeſt, which are Theſe, Adultery, For! 
' nication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Ido 
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lations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſiezl 
* Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revell 
lings, and ſuch like.“ And in 1 Cor. vi. 101 
** he adds,“ Theft, Covetouſneſs, Revi 
lings, Extortion, Sc. of which (ſays he} 
„have told you in Time paſt, that thewlf 
Which do ſuch Things, ſhall not inherit! 
* the Kingdom of GOD.“ And in the firſt of 
Romans, he deſcribes ſuch as did not like tdi 
retain GoD in their Knowledge, by thei 
Marks or Characters, That they were filled 
„with all Unrighteouſneſs, as Fornicationf 
« Wickedneſs, Covetouſneſs, Maliciouſneſs 
* Full of Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceitf 
« Malignity ; that they were WhiſperersB 
Backbiters, Haters of Gov, Defpitefulf 
proud Boaſters, Inventors of evil Things 
“ Difobecient to Parents, without Under 
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&« tural Affection, implacable and unmerciF 
ful.“ And to make the Contraſt or Oppo 
ſition of ſuch Things to the Spirit of Chri 
tianity the more apparent and obvious, h 
immediately oppoſes the Works or Fruits 
which the Spirit of CHRIS r produces in his 
People, who follow its Leadings and DirecY 


« Love,Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentle 
« neſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Ten$ 
« perance, Gali!ions v. 22. And the WII 
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js firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, eafi 

« to be entreated, full of Mercy, and goo 

Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hy- 
pocriſy, James iii. 17. After the Apoſtle 
had been enumerating the Sins of the Gen- 
tles, c. which had been prevalent N 
them before their Converſion to the Chrit-- 
tan Faith; Such (ſays he) in time paſt were 
ſome of you ; and he tells the Epheſians, you 
hath CHRIST quicken'd, who were dead in 


5 = Tr:paes and Sins; wherein, in Time paſt, ye 
oY walked, according to the Courſe (or Cuſtoms 

a this World, according to the Power of the 
8 Prince of the Air; the Spirit that worketh 

= win (the Hearts of) he Children of Diſo- 

bedience, among hom alſo we had our Conver- 
„sition in the Luſts of our Fleſh ; fulfilling the - 
it. Deſires of the Fleſh, and of the Mind: But 
a Gov who 7s rich in Mercy, even when we 
1) 8 were dead in Sin, &c.. hath quicken'd us toge- 


ther in CHRIST JESUS, and made us fit to- 

get her in heavenly Places. | 
And now it ſeems fit we ſhould' examine 
how this great and glorious Work was brought 
about and affected, viz. by a Reſurrection 
from the Death of Sin to a Life of Righteouſ- 
neſs; which this ſame Apoſtle tells us, was 
and is) done hy the e eee, Regeneration 

and renewing (Power) of the Holy Ghoſt in the 
Heart;) But now are ye waſhed, but ye are 
lanflified, but ye are juſtified in ihe Name of the 

lord Ju sus, and by the Spirit of our Gop. 
Hence we may obſerve, that theſe Beliey- 
ers, who were in Time paſt Sinners, are now, 
by the ſanctifying Power of CHRIST, and 
| | Obedience 


Obedience to the Faith deliver'd, become, 
Saints; agreeable to what the Apoſtle Pauli 
writes to the Chriſtian Churches, Your Bo- 
dies (ſays he) are the Temples of the Holy Ghoft 8 
which is in you, 1 Cor. vi. 19. The Eyße- 
fians were Fellow-citizens with the Saints 
and Houſhold of GOD. The Converſation 
of the Philippians was in Heaven. The 
Colloſſians were delivered from the Power o 1 
Darkneſs and tranſlated into the Kingdom off 
the dear Son of GOD. The Hebrews were 
come to the City of the living Gov ; to the 
heavenly Feruſalem: And the Apoſtle Peter 
tells the Churches, that they were @ choſen 
Generation, a royal Priefthood, an holy Nation, x 
a pecultar People, 1 Pet. ii. 9. 5 1 
But is this the State of Chriſtians in our 
Age? Can we ſay we are come to the heavenly 
Feruſalem, where the great Go p is worſhipped 
in Spirit and in Truth? Or are we Strangers 
to thoſe Things that they experienced; and 
yet perſwade ourſelves, that we are the People 
of 0 0D, and good Chriſtians? The primitive 
Churches had the honourable Title of Saints; 
we can give ourſelves no better Name than 
miſerable Sinners. And what is the Reaſon, 
that we are ſo much outdone by the Churches 
aforementioned? we can't conclude, that the 'I 
Kingdom, of CHRIST, that then appeai'd 
in Power, did, as the Sun in the Firmament 
ſometimes doth, ſhew itſelf in a Morning, and W 
be no more ſeen all the Day; for tae Kingdom 
of 11215 T is an everlaſting Kingdom, and 
his new Covenant an everlaſting Covenant. 
Neither can we conclude, that Gov hath W 
| withdraw Bl 
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 ihdrawn Himſelf from the Children of 
uen; for he never forſakes us, unleſs we for- 
ge him; as the Clouds hinder, that we can- 


rot at all Times of the Day ſee the Brightneſs 
of the Sun, ſo Iniquity hinders, that we do 
not remain ſenſible of the Preſence of Gop. 
The Apoſtle foreſaw, that there would be à 
alling away from the Grace in which many 
of the primitive Chriſtians were eſtabliſhed; 
ind it ſoon after his Deceaſe came to pals. 
= But we ſay, that the dark Night of Apoſ- 
WJ icy is over, and we live in Goſpel-days again; 
fo, where are the Fruits; We may, I con- 
es, hear Goſpel-Words; but where is the 
Goſpel-Power, by which Believers come to be, 
Sons of GoD ; to bear his Image in Righteouſ- 
nes? Why are not we, call'd Chriſtians, 
grown to the Stature of them that were the 
Children of Heathens ? 8 

The Reaſon to me is this, we have not 
built upon the ſame Foundation: Thoſe built 
on the ſure Rock, and living Foundation; on 
Cars T ; as he in all Ages, was, and {till is, 
In ſpiritual Appearance, the Light of the 
World, and the Life of Righteouineſs; and 
axing his Eternal Spirit in themſelves for 
tneir Guide, turn'd from whatſoever they 
Were reproved for. Thus their ſinful Deſires 
came to be mortified ; and ſuch as were carnal 
came to be ſpiritual; and this made them a 
peculiar People. Did we walk in their Foot- 
eps, we might riſe to their Attainments ; but 
we build on Words, and outward Services, 
Without Spirit and Life, we can never riſe. 
For as Paul ſaid in another Caſe, If I ſpeak : 
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with the Tongue of Men and Angels, and ba 
not Charity, I am become as ſounding Bra 
&c. So] ſay in this Caſe, if we hear Mel 
and Angels; if we could live continually uf 
der the Sound of good Words; if we have n 
Sagar to that inward Light, which diicoverff 
Evil, and gives Power to turn from it, we calf 
never mortify Sin, cleanſe our Souls, and be 
come an holy People. The Work of San 
tification is inward in the Heart, and to 
effected by inward Means: Nothing bu: in 
ward Light can expell inward Darkness 
Since Men fondly perſuade themſelves, thai 
tho? they ſow Tares, they thall reap Wheat 
tho* they go down into the Grave Sinners 
they ſhall riſe Saints; and attain in anotheilfi 
World, what primitive Chriſtians attain'd in 
this: Their Converſation hath not been in 
Heaven; but in Earth : They have walked in 
Darkneſs, and not in the Light; the Go p ol 
this World hath been ſerved, and not the 
Gop of Heaven. | | 3 

And notwithſtanding this 1s the 5 'Y 
and deplorable Circumſtance of many ot thei 
Profeſſors of this Age; yet from the Mouths 
of ſuch, how frequently do we hear Exclama- 
tions and Complaints, againſt the daily 
Growth of Infidelity and Deiſm!, +4 of 
much as imagining that they are any way 
acceſſary or inſtrumental to this Miſchief; yet 
one great Cauſe thereof, I take to be, the irre- 
gular and unholy Lives of Profeſſors. And 
till ſuch can be perſwaded, that a conſiſtent W 
Practice with the Religion they profeſs, 15 W 


abſolutely requiſite, to recommend the * I 
lan 
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L M Religion ; and till they produce the moſt 


onvincing and prevailing Argument, Exam- 
how can they hope or expect to be cre- 
ited by this Infidel Race, which ſo much a- 
hounds ; as every one muſt be ſenſible of the 
Difficulty of enforcing a Precept (tho' never 
6 laudable in itſelf) in Words, which in our 
Lives and Practices we notoriouſly deny? 
Therefore the only Expedient that I know of, 
v ſtop the Mouths of Unbehevers, will be, To 
hew forth your good Converſation in CuR1ST 
Es S, coupled with the Fear of God ; to let 


1 vr Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they ſee- 


nz your good Works, may glorify Gov, and 
12 te follow your pu ns 

And now dear People, having in a broken 
Manner, declared to you theſe Things which 
ly as a Weight on my Mind, there remains lit- 
tle but to propoſe to you, to try the Foun- 
dation of your Faith and Hope: Truth never 
loes by Examination, but ſhines with greater 
Light and Splendor : Therefore, agreeable to 
the Apoſtle's Advice, © Examine yourſelves, 
whether you be of the (true) Faith; know you 
not yourſelves, how that CarisT]ESUS is 
in you, except you be Reprobates ?” © That 
is (ſays Got iu) Chriſtians in Name, and not 
n Deeds.“ 

Do not trifle, I beſeech you, in a Matter of 
fuch Iu portance, as the future Well-being of 
your immorta! Souls! To be miſtaken in 
this Point, will be of fatal Conſequence; Er- 
fors of this Sort being only to be rectify'd 
while we remain in this Life; for we are poſt- 
ively told, That i here is no Wijdom, nor Xnou- 

| _ ledge 
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Knowledge, Work, nor Device, in the Gr af | 
whither ve are all haſtening. AndourLoxy 1 
tells us, He wrought while it was Day, and 
excites us ſo to do, by ſaying, The Might eon 
eth wherein no Man can Work. Let us there 
fore enquire whether our Faith is ſuch af 
One as operateth by Love: If you love me, ee 
my Commandments, ſays our bleſſed Lo x D. Lei 
us remember what Obſtacles this true Fair 
removed for the primitive Chriſtians, wha 
Difficulties it enabled them to ſurmounc Ml 
Heb. xi. Without this Faith (in the Power off 
CnRisrt) 77 1s impoſſible to pleaſe Gov. 

. will (ſays the Apoſtle James) /hew thee my 
Faith by my Works, for as the Body, without 
the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith withoutWorks is dead 
alſo. Le are my Friends (ſays CHRIS T)ifyef 
do whatſoeverI command.” What will it avail 
us, tho” his outward Goſpel be taught in our 
Land, if we do not obey his Law written in our 
Hearts, and conform to its Rule and Govern- 
ment? And tho' CHRISH our Loxp is the 
Fountain to cleanſe us from the Pollution of WM 
Sin; yet if we refuſe to be purified by his ſpiritu- 
al Baptiſm; If he waſh us not, we can have no 
Part in Him,” nor his Merits. And indeed my 
Friends, I have taken ſome Pains, by divine W 
Aſſiſtance, to examine and enquire how I 
might have a well grounded Hope to obtain 

Salvation, or, in other Words, eternal Life W 
and Happineſs. And in all my Enquiries . 
and Reſearches, I have not been able to diſco. Wi 

ver any other Way than this, which the A- 
mighty continues to direct Mankind in at Wl 
this Day, as well as heretofore,“ The Way of 

2 Holineſs W 
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be ye holy, as I the LoD your Go am 


: fe the LORD: And I find I can be made 


ono other Way, but thro' Sanctification 


0 : Holineſs thro' CHRIST, he being the Au- 
bor of eternal Salvation to all Believers, 


boy; and without Holineſs, no Man ſhall 


of che Spirit, unto the Obedience of Faith, 


3 and Sprinkling of the Blood of JESU 


a reaſonably have any Foundation of Hope 
o be ſaved by Cyxris T's Life, Sufferings, 
emrrection, Aſcenſion, and Mediation, 
WY ft, by his Grace aſſiſting, purify himſelf, 
WT: he is pure; as no unclean Thing can poſ- 
by enter his holy Kingdom. And it is by 
Wis Grace we are ſaved, through Faith, ope- 


ang by Love ; Not of ourſelves, it is the 
a Git of Gov” „ 
Thus, as I became obedient to the Teach- 
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mof this Grace received, I came to witneſs 


Mercy and Peace multiplied to me; for which, 


* 


n great Reverence and Humility, I deſire 


Mays to bleſs Gop, the Father of our 
Lo xD Jesus, for his unſpeakable Gift! and 
hrhis abundant Mercy wherewith he hath 
nlited my Soul in his Day-fpring from his 
gh and holy Preſence; and afforded me a 
md Foundation to hope for his Salvation; 
ad J deſire to give all the Glory to Gov, 
ad to ſay, * Nor unto us, O Lo x o, not 


' Unto us, but to thy great Name and Power, 
be the Glory!“ Be ye holy, is a Precept 
ich contains no Myſtery ; here is no 
gema to unriddle ; no Need of Commen-— 
tators; no Room for Scepliciſm, nor Con- 

dcroverty; 
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troverſy; but a plain and poſitive Command 
"od us that he that runs may read; the 

Wayfaring Man, tho” a Fool (with Reſpecſf 
to the Wiſdom of the World) cannot «| 
here. Therefore ſuffer me to counſel you 
to break off the Sin that you find eaſily beef 

ou, by Righteouſneſs ; and your Iniquitief 

y. Amendment of Life; that ſo your 'Tranf 
quillity may be lengthened, and attend youl 
beyond the Grave. Om 
And to you, as I have ſaid before, wh 
may. not charge yourſelves with groſs In 
moralities, yet who prefer a Portion in thi 
Life, to the durable Riches and Righteouf 
neſs in another; who ſay unto Gold, © Thoif 
art my Hope, and make find Gold youlf 
Confidence; who have forſaken Gov, th 
Fountain of living Waters, and hew 
to yourſelves, Ciſterns, broken Ciſtern 
that will hold no Water; who have change 


— 


the Glory of the incorruptible Being, and 
given it to your corruptible Things: R 
member, Gop will not give his Glory ti 
Idols, nor his Praiſe to your graven Images 
Therefore keep yourſelves from Idols, an 
love not the World nor the Things of th 
World; for if any Man love the Worllf 
(inordinately) the Love of the Father is nq; 
in him. : = 
And to you who are Lovers of Pleaſur 
more than Lovers of God ; who delight a 4 
place your Felicity in Grandeur, Pomp 2 0 
Noiſe; conſider, I beſeech you, that all thi 
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will afford you no Comfort nor Satisfactio] 
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n 2 dying Moment; but, on the contrary, 
Remorſe and Sorrow : 'They will each one 
zbandon you in your greateſt Extremities; 
nd you will then fee how you have been 
geluded and” miſtaken, when the undeniable 
Meſſenger of Death lays his Arreſt upon 
you, and that important Hour aſſures you, 


Y 


" 


nent, and caſt you either for eternal Bliſs, 
or Miſery Of what Eſteem then will be all 
jour Pleaſures, and all your Toys? The 
greateſt and moſt exalted of all human Glory, 
Even Crowns themſelves will then be Toys. 
This then will be our Rejoicing, The 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, that, in 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not by 
' fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of Gop, 
e have had our Converſation in this 


SGT e Eno Rn N 333 p « 
3 R 3 3 : 
= 7 8 ; 


7 


i . n 5 g 
LY F # 5 
EI ö r 


back, and make our Appeal to Gop, as 
good King Hezekiab did on his Death bed; 
* Remember now, O Lo x op, I beſeech thee, 
" how I have walked before thee in Truth, 
and with a perfect Heart, and have doue 
that which is good in thy Sight.” O 


n 


Gop of his infinite Mercy ſo incline your 
Hearts to keep his Commandments, that 
when the Time of your Diſſolution ap- 
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Righteous, and that your latter End may 
be like his! On the contrary, how will the 
Wicked look back with Horror and Affright 


— 
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thar a few Moments will decide your Judg- . 


World, 2 Cor. 1. 12.* And when we look 


happy State! O glorious Condition! May | 
proaches, you may all die the Death of the 


0 a Life ſpent in open Defiance and Viola» | 


* 


tion of Gop's Laws, or a total Neglect o : 


which will come on all the Inhabitants of thei 


that forget God, leſt he laugh at your Cul: 


who defer the Work of Repentance to a fick 
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and Indifference for them? What will a» 
pear in ſuch a melancholy Seaſon to ſuch 20 
theſe, a certain fearful looking-for of JudeM 
ment, and fiery Indignation, which will deM 
vour the Adverſaries of the LoRD, whoſe 
Wrath will then he revealed in a more exM 
traordinary Manner againſt all Unrighteoul 
neſs and Ungodlineſs of Men. This will bf 
a. Day of Trial (viz. the Day of Death! 


Earth; wherein the Faces of the Unrighteousl 
will gather Paleneſs. A Day of Troubles 
and Diſtreſs! A Day of Darkneſs and GlooM 
mineſs! A Day of Awakening and Alarm 
wherein neither Silver nor Gold ſhall be able, 
to deliver: Conſider this in Time, all youſ 


; . 4 
7 6 


nil ies, ans mock when your Fear cometh. 
But ſome may object, this is not always 
the unhappy Caſe and Situation of Sinners, 


or dying Bed; Gop is very merciful, and 15 
he not always willing and ready to accepti 
returning, repenting Sinners; though at thei 
eleventh or laſt Hour 2—I ſhall reply in the 
Words of an Author known to ſome of uy 4 
at leaſt; © Death puts an End to our Day 
« of Grace, and determines our final State; 
« then all Men muſt confeſs of what mighty 
« Conſequence it is to die well; we can die 
& but once, and if we miſcarry that once, 
« we are undone for ever!“ And what con- 


Gdering Man would make ſuch —_ : 


A 
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7 
Experiments as Sinners do every Day, when ; 
their Souls are the Price of the Experiment ? 
Who would try how long Death will delay 
its coming! How long he may Sin on, with- + 
out thinking of Death and Judgment ? Whe- 
ther Death will give him timely Notice to 
repent ? Or whether Gop will 1 him 

Grace to repent? And if he does, who wou'd 
venture the Hazard of a Death-Bed Repen- 

tance? Whether after a long Life of Sin and 
Wickedneis, a few diſtracted, confuſed and 
almoſt deſparing Sighs and Groans will carry 
him to Heaven, and commute for what ought 

to have been the Work and Buſineſs of our 
whole lives, iz. a Preparation for Death: 
If ſuch could, after they have diſcover'd their 
Miſtake and Folly, return and live over their 
Lives again, the Hazard were not ſo great; 

but this is an Experiment not to be twice 

made. If they ſin on till they harden them- 
ſelves in Sin, and are forfaken of the Grace | 
of Gopy ; if Death come long before they | 

expected, and cut them off by Surprize, 
and withovt Warning; if their dying and 
deipairing Agonies and Horrors, ſhould not 
prove a godiy Sorrow, nor that Repentance 
to Salvation not to be repented of, they are 
loft to Eternity! And what Man in his Senſes 
wau'd expoſe his Soul to fuch a Hazard as. 
this? Who wou'd not take Care to make 
bis Calling and Election ſure befors Death 
comes, and in a Matter of ſuch great Con- 
cernment (wherein one Miſcarrigg is irrepa- 
able) to prevent Danger at a Diſtance? 

3 | Some 
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Some Men talk of Death, as if it were 33 
Thing that could be done in two or three 
Days, and that the proper Time of doing W 
it was a little before they die. But I Know 
of no other Preparation for Death, bur 
living well, which is the only ſure Evidence! 
for Heaven. Men may cheat themſelves ff 
with vain Hopes and Imaginations when they . 
come to die; but nothing will be a ſolid 
Foundation for Peace, but an univerſal Righ- 
teouſneſs. 17 FI 
Therefore I entreat you, the Inhabitants 
of this Place, to diſabuſe yourſelves ; don't 
ſell your Birthright on ſuch diſadvantageous 
Terms, nor barter eternal Felicity for mo- 
meniary Pleaſure ; give not Sleep to you 
Eyes, nor Slumber to your Eye-lids, till you 
are become fit Temples for the mighty Gov 
of Jacob to dwell in! Bring Preſents to Goo 
(who ovght to be fear d) even the Preſents of 
humble and penitent Hearts; the Lo oo calls 
for your Hearts, not for your Lip-Service ; 
My Son, give me thy Heart; Lift up your 
Heads, © ye Gates ; even lift up the everlaſting 
Doors of your Hecris, and the King of Glory 
Vill come in, and dweil with you, and you with | 
Him. X . ; 
And now ſuffer me to remind you, that 
you no longer deſpiſe the Riches of God's 
Goodnels and Mercy, ſince his Long: ſuffer- 
ing and Forbearance is deſign'd to lead to 
Repentance. By the Mercies of Gop I be- 
ſeech you, that you preſent yourſelves a living 
Sacrifice, holy, and acceptable to we 
which 
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Gop concerning you ; which 1s no leſs than 
jour Sanctification. And now I think fit to 
obſerve to you, that while almoſt all Europe, 
and even the Dominions of the King to 
whom you are Subject, are unhappily en- 
raged and involved in the miſerable and de- 
plorable Conſequences of a cruel and bloody 
War, you have enjoyed unmoleſted Tran- 


been invaded by your Enemies ; indeed your 
Properties at Sea have ſometimes been wreſt- 
ed from you by unreaſonable Men; but what 
s that Evil compared with the Calamities 
and Diſtreſſes Thouſands in Grea!-Britain 
and elſewhere have felt and ſuffered? Fire, 
Sword, Rapine and Plunder, deſolate Wi- 
dows, and diſtreſſed and fatherleſs Children, 
have been the diſinal Effects of theſe unha 
he 
et 
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py Diſputes and Differences between t 
Powers of Europe. And cannot we 
diſcover a Providence in all this Deſtruction, 
which is ſuffered to prevail among Men? 
Are we not yet convinced that there is a 
* Gop of Juſtice that rules in the Kingdoms 
dot the Earth, and that he is about to take 
Vengeance on the Nations and Families 
that call not upon his Name in Truth and 
Righteouſneſs. 


What greater Indue:ment can I propoſe 


fold 


our reaſonable Service- And 
he not conformable to this evil World; bug 
de transform'd, that ye may prove what i 
the good and acceptable and perfect Will of 


quillity ; your Rights at home have not yet 


- 
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to you to turn and love GOD, than his mant- , 
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fold Mercies? Do not you think they cali 
- for your Gratitude ? He allures you by h 
Favours; he gives you Corn, Wine, and Oi 
he gives you Vine-yards and Olive-yards, q 
at leaſt the Means of procuring them; of 
draws with the Cords and Bands of his Loy 
he would take you by the Hand, and wou 
heal you; he would take the Yoke of hauf 
Servitude form off your Necks; and, if y 
are but willing to part with your Idols, he 
ready to take the very Names of them out 
your Mouths, and to betroth you to himſe 
in Rignteouineſs, Loris and Me 
cy. Tho the whole Head be fick, and ti 
whole Heart faint ; tho” your Soul's Enem 
may have wounded and left you half dead 
yet there is Balm in Gilead; there is a PhyllM 
cian there, who offers you his Aid, and 
willing to recover you from your moral an 
{ſpiritual Diſorders. And tho' you may ll 
never ſo great Prodigals, if you have nl 
ſinned out the Day of his Grace, Reſol 
upon returning, and the heavenly Father 
ready, on your unfeigned Repentance, W 
receive you into the Arms of his Mercy, an 
to put on you the beſt Robe you ever wo:W 
even that of his own Righteouſneſs. 15 
Thus, having briefly obſerved how great; 
we are indehted to the Almighty, for M8 
manifold Mercies ; I would with you to cf 
amine what Returns of Love and Gratitu 
ou have made; for Remember, tho' G 
* long, yet he will not always bear; b 
expects that we ſhould not only praiſe Hi 
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with our Lips, but with our Lives alfo: 
Turn then, I beſeech you, to GoD, while 
le viſits you in Mercy; for unto his Power. | 
hall every Tongue confeſs, and every Knee 
bow, either in Mercy or in Judgment. 
[| have ſometimes thought it would be of 
ingular Advantage to Profeſſors of Chri- 
tianity of all Denominations, ſeriouſly to 
examine and enquire of your own Hearts, 
what our Religion has done for us; or what 
Benefits have accrued to us from it? Whe- 
ther the Grace we have received has aſſiſted 
us to reſiſt the Temptations of our Souls 
Adverſary ; and whether we are nearer Sal- 
vation than when we firſt believed? For a 
being inveſted with a Power to do a Thing, 
wil no longer be of Uſe to us than as we 
apply it. The Grace and good Spirit, tho? 
it inſtruct us to deny all Ungodlineſs, is of 
no further Benefit to us, but as we obey-its 
leachings, and follow its Leadings ; there- 
bre I am of Opinion it would not hurt the 
beſt Chriſtians, nor any others, {ſometimes to 
alk themſelves the following Queſtions. 2 
Have I witneſs'd the ſtrong Man armd 
caſt out of my Heart, and his Goods ſpoild, 
and a ſtronger than he in Poſſeſſion? Have 
By |, who aſſume the Name of a Chriſtian, de- 

u parted from all Iniquity ? Are all old Things 

done away ( for he that is in CurisrT 1s. 
a new Creature) and do I experience new 
Thoughts, new Deſires, new Converſation, 
a toral Change, all Things become regular, 
uniform and conſiſtent with my high _ 
oly 


Vork a Change in our Hearts, our Religion 
- as yet, has done nothing for us; therefore I i 


X. 


R i 
holy Calling? Is CHRISSTH the beſt beloved 
of my Soul? Does my Heart pant and mine 
Eyes fail for his Salvation? Is my Soul athirſt 
for Gop; Dol long for his Preſence more 
than for hidden Treaſure? Do I love Go» 8 
above all other Conſiderations, and my WM 
Neighbour as myſelf ? Am I careful leit Lol MN 
fend him? Do 1 live in conſtant Obſervance 
of his Laws? Do I live in his Fear? Am 
1 circumſpect in all my Words, that I ſin M 
not with my Tongue? Does my Converſation WM 
become the Goſpel of CHRIST? And am 
careful to adorn his DoArines, which I pro- 
feſs to believe and be guided by? A 
If upon a candid Examination, this be the 
happy State of Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
my Soul can rejoice with them, let them call 
themſelves by what Denomination or Set MW 
they may: For happy is the People who arc 
in ſuch a Caſe ! yea, bleſſed are they whoſe 
Portion is the Gor of Jacob! On the con- 
trary, if we are only profeſſing and not in 
the Poſſeſſion of Godlineſs; if we have a 
Form, but are inſenſible of the Power to 


entreat all who are in this Caſe, to conſider, W 
tis an unfit State for Heaven; for if ve 
have not witneſſed a being created a-new in 
Cuklis T JxSsos; born of the incorruptible W 
Sced and Word of Goo; known a Death 
unto Sin, and a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs; W 
born again of the Spirit; our Lo xD poſitively W 
ſays, we cannot enter into the Kingdom of W 
GoD. I 
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Let the Time paſt then ſuffice; and for 


the future redoubſe your Diligence; and ao 


longer hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs; 
walk circumſpectly as wiſe, redeeming the 
Time. The Kingdom of Gop does not 
{and in Form, but in Power; neither is Re- 
igion to be taken up by Fits and Starts, as 
it ſuits our Leiſure and Conveniency; nor by 
Imitation, but Conviction ;. we mult cleave 
to Gop, with full purpoſe of Heart; what 
our Hand finds neceſlary to do in this great 
Buſineſs of Salvation, we muſt do it with all 
our Might; we muſt not indolently ſeek, but 
(by Gop's Aſſiſtance) ardently ſtrive to en- 
ter the Kingdom of Gov. Our Talent 


mutt gain another Talent; leſt as the unpro- 


ftavle Servant was, we be deprived of that 
which we have received. Falſe Pretences 
to Religion, and a bare Belief of the Truths 
of the Goſpel, will be of no Advantage to 
us: Crying Lox p, LoxD, will not avail if 
we do not the Things which his Precepts en- 
join: No Man can truly call CaxisrLozp, 
but ſuch as witneſs his Rule and Dominion 


in their Hearts, bringing them into Subjec-. | 2 
tion to his Power: Not the Hearers of the 
Law, but the Doers, ſhall be juſtified : Not he 
that hears CHRIST's Sayings, but he that 


doth them, is accepted. 


On a memorable Occaſion the ſacred Hi- 


ſtory informs us, the Almighty heard the 
Voice of the Children of I/raes Words, 


when they ſpake to Moſes, and he tells him 
tat the People had well ſaid all that they 


had 
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had ſpoken ; but knowing the Inſincerity andi 
Inconſtancy of their Hearts, he faith, ** 01 
* that there were ſuch an Heart in them. 
„ that they would fear before me, and 
* keep my Commandments always, that it 
may be well with them and their Children 
eeer!“ 5 | _—c 
Religion is an Heart-Work, it muſt be be- 
gun, and carried on and compleated there: 
Nothing but keeping Go 0's Commandments 
will entitle us to his Favour : Nothing ſhort 
of having diſcharged our Parts in the Chri- 
ſtian Warfare, and obtained a Victory over 
Sin, will entitle us to a Crown of Glory: 
Nothing leſs than being true and faithful 'S 
Members of CHRIS T's Church Militant here 
on Earth, will ever admit us Members of his 
Church triumphant in the Heavens. Tis to 
thoſe that overcome that our Lox» will give 
to fit with him in his Throne; even as he over- WM 
came, and 1s ſet down with his Father in his W 
'Throne. 5 
A being convinc'd in our Judgments of 
Go p's Goodneſs, c. and that his Laws are 
righteous altogether, and therefore we ought W 
to obey them, is not Converſion. Faith is 
not Practice; therefore, Add to your Faith Wi 
Viriue, to Virtue Knowledge, to Knowledge WM 
Temperance, tio Temperance Patience, to Pa- 
ſience Godlinefs, to Godlineſs Brotherly Kind- 
neo, and ſo Brotherly Kindneſs Charity. 1 
Thus, my dear Friends and Neighbours, W 
I have declar'd in great Truth and Sincerity, W 
my earneſt Concern and Deſire for the real 
Happineſs W 
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asppineis of the Inhabitants of my native 
country in general; and having an eſpecial 
ad peculiar Regard for many that I have 
uon for a Series of Years, when I have 
eeected on the bare Poſſibility of your miſ- 
MJ in; Heaven and Happineſs thro” Inadver- 
WT incy, Inconſideration, and an inordinate 
love for the Things of this Life, it has been 
object of Mourning to me; and eſpecially, 
s [ have through Mercy ſeen, that when I 
las in the like Situation, how dangerous an 
one it was, and that all who are in this un- 
BY izppy Caſe, ſtand indeed in ſlippery Places. 
ud many a Time has my Soul grieved ſe- 
By cry, when I have obſerved the Purſuits of 
BY ch, how earneſtly they are running after 
EY Vanities, and purſuing. Lies (which will in- 

bY Gd deceive) and turning their Backs on 
EY Gop's Offers of Love, and refuſe to let him 
ut his Beauty on them, and to make them 
SY forious within; and fince I have witneſſed 

BY the great Diſproportion between the Love of 
Gop, and the Love of the World, I am the 
nore earneſtly concern'd to invite you to 


come taſte and ſee of the Goodneſs of the 
BY loxy ; O make but Trial of his Love, and 
Rx jou'll ſay the one half was not told you. 
4 hen will you find the moſt exalted Happi- 
eis this World can yeild, will be nothin 
: but Vanity, yea, lighter than Vanity; = 
rere you once in Poſſeſſion of the Love of 
Cop, you'd be ſenſible that you inherited 
1 dubſtance, ſubſtantial Joys, unſpeakable De- 
| light, Satisfaction and Peace. 


O O! 
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O! that this unutterable Love of G0 
might be once impreſs'd and engraven of 
your Hearts; Then wou'd you confeſs witli 
me, that one Day in his Courts, Preſencif 
and Favour, is better than a Thouſand ſpenilf 
in the Enjoyment of earthly Delights and 
Pleaſures, 5 2 
But now I would ſtop a while, and ai 
If you have not been cheated by deluſivg 
Hopes and Promiſes of obtaining Satisfaq 
tion from temporal Enjoyments? Have yo 
never diſcover'd their Fallacy? Have the 
not vaniſhed into Air, even when you fancy 
yourſelves juſt in Poſſeſſion ? And don't youll 
ind they leave you diſſatisfied and uneaſy Wi 
I am certain this is the Caſe with many 
you ſtill feel a painful Vacancy, even in th 
midſt of your ſenſual Delights and temporal 
Enjoyments ; which, be affured (I ſpeak by 
happy tho? ſhort Experience) nothing ſhort off 
the Approbation and Favour of Gop, and 
Poſſeſſion of his Love and Peace, can eve 
poſlibly ſatisfy. | 3 
I have told you already, that I have fel 
great Trouble and Anxiety of Mind on you 
Account; but tho* my Head were Waters 
and mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears; ang 
cou'd I, or any one elſe, wzep continually 
Day and Night for you, that you may rel 
in the Day of Trouble; yet another's Cong 
cern cannot do this great Work for you 
without your own Hand in the Buſine' 
which relates to your Sous Happineſs ; [incl 
an inſpired Apoſtle aſſures you, you mu 
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by Divine Aſſiſtance work out your own 
= Salvation with Fear and Trembling:“ For 
MS: Man can redeem his Brother, nor give 
Gov a Ranſom for his Soul, I may (as 
WY lo carneſtly) defire your Happineſs, but 
Jl | can't procure it for you. I may with you 
Heaven, but I can't obtain it for you: Yer 
earneſtly pray, 7 hat the Gon and Father 
= LoD f. 
„ he Spirit of Wiſdom, and Revelation of 
ve Knowledge of himſelf, whom (rightly) 70 
bois ele nul Life ;, that the Eyes of your 
a Underſtanding may be enlighten'd, and that 
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eitanct in the Saints; and what the ex- 
BY coding Greatneſs of his Power to us-ward 
do believe, according to the working of 
is me Power, by which he has vanquith- 
a and brought down all the ſtrong Holds 
of Sin and Satan in the Hearts of them who 
oafide in his mighty Arm, which is now 
etended over you for good; Gop has vi- 


E 
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o be gracious to you: The Almighty I ſay, 
has long viſited and try'd you by his Mercy 
id Forbearance ; He has ſpoke to you by 
the Voice of his Holy Spirit, which ſome 
t you have neglected, overlooked and 
quenched : Hath not Wiſdom long utter'd 
ner Voice, even at your Doors? Is the not 
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Underſtanding cry in the moſt ſecfet Re- 
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£s8US CHRIT may give und 


4 „ may know what is the Hope of his Cal. 
g; and the Riches of the Glory of his In- 


i fied and called you often, and now waits 


ſome up into your Chambers? Does not 


ceſſes of your Conſciences, ſaying, Hyw long, 


make his Words and Will known to you : 


with all your Hearts, and amend your Way 


be your deplorable Condition; but that you 


nemy of your Souls Happineſs ; Havi 


IL 
ye ſimple Ones, will you love Simplicity, an 
Scorners delight in Scorning, and Fools ha 
Knowledge © Turn you therefore at the N 
proofs of Inſtruction, which is the Way 
Life: and then behold he will more — I 
dantly pour out of his Spirit upon you; ani 
if ye hearken and obey his Voice, he wil 


on the contrary, if you continue to refuf 
and rebel againſt his Light and Truth i 
your inward Parts, the Conſequence is ſur 

e will certainly forſake and leave you tl 
your own Deluſions ; becauſe he hath call 
and you refuſed ; he hath ſtretched forth hill 


| Hand, and no Man regards; but have ſet 3 : 5 
nought all his Counſel, turn'd his Wor 


behind your Backs, and will hear none of 
Reproofs. | . 
Therefore unleſs you return and repeni 


and your Doings, he will, when your Diſtreif 
comes upon you, laugh at your Calamiticg 
have you in Deriſion, and mock at all youll 
Fears. _— 

But I fervently pray, that this may neveli 


may be, not only the Viſited, but the R 
deemed of the Lox» ; not only the Calleq 
but the Choſen of God ! And, in order thi 
make your Calling and Election ſure, take . 
yourſelves the whole Armour of Gop, tha 
you may ſtand againſt the Wiles of the al 


your Loins girt about with Truth, and haut J * 
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e Breaſthlate of Righteouſneſs, and your 
„, od with the Preparation of the Gaſpel;. 
„, above all, taking the Shield of Faith, 
by you”! be able to withſtand and quench 
= fry Darts of the Wicked One; and take 
„Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of the 
iii, which is the Word (or Power of Gon.) 
nally, hai ſoever Things are true, hate 
beer Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things 
i, whatſoever Things are lovely, whats. 
Mer Things ore of good Report; if there be 
n Virme, if there be any Praiſe; think on 1 
% Things and practiſe them. But we mußt 
T & member, in al: theſe Things, that (30D be | 
Alpha and Omega: His Love miſt be the 2 
ive, and bis Honour the End of all our 
lions; and then the GoD of Peace will be 

ih us, and bleſs us. To Him, and to the- 
rd of bis Grace, Icommit and commend yon, 
ring you, my dear Follow-mortals, that 
eg“ vent Deſire and unfeigned Prayer, unip 
cy: Gov of my Life, for you all, is, that you+ 

ue e ſaved 7 | 
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Charles Town: 77 Sorth-- 
Carolina, /e 30thof the 
+4 B 5 7 = 
cn NASOUL 1747. 


E DIVI NE 


DrVINE LOVE 
COMMEMORATED| 


The AUTHOR unknown to me. 


HO can fathom the redeeming 

| Act of univerſal Love? | 

Human Thought, though ever teeming, 
Yer will inſufficient prove. 


Holy Angels ever lauding 
Of the great and wond'rous Scheme, 
Seraphs, hymning and applauding, 
Never can exhauſt the Theme. 


O! the Heighth and Depth! ſurpriſing! 
O! the Length and Breadth, how great” Þ 
Generations paſt, and riſing, 

Will the Bliſs participate. 


| . 
ore che Father's Love * ? 
Io poor loſt and helpleſs Man, 
MY Anxious for his ſafe returning, 

Laid the meditorial Plan. 


Nor lefs was our SAVIOUR s Merit, TS: 
Who ſevere Obedience paid, — 

Dy'd to obtain the Holy Spirit, 1 
For his Creatures Help and Aid. 


Now, above, makes Interceſſion, 
That the penetential Mind, 

Who makes unreſerv'd Confeſſion, 
And reforms, may Pardon find. 


Wretched Man, if ſuch Careſſing 
Work not on thy brutal Heart; 

f thou ſpurn'ſt the heav'nly Bleſſing, 
Thou wilt not in it have Part. 


Blame thy Conduct, charge not Heaven, 
On thy Head thy Blood will lie: 
Every Help to thee is given 

Suiting Man's free Agency. 


* + 


Do not for = Moment's Pleaſure, 
Forfeit this thy dear-bought Right 
To the Joy and endleſs Treaſure, 


Which the Goſpel brought to Light. 


n 
Uſe A Reaſon, Grace ans 
Every Faculty within; 
Thou ſhalt know a brave reg 


All the deadly Powers of Sin. 


Taſte Religion's chaſte Embrace, 
Faith with genuine Works adorn: - 
Virtue has eternal Graces, 
Freſh and blooming ev'ry Morn: 


All her Joys beyond expreſſing, : 4 
Peace that yields a golden Crop; 

She's in Life the choiceſt Bleſſing, 

And in Death the grateful Drop. 


Wing thy Soul, and qualify her 

For the Converſe held above; 4 
Tip thy Tongue, to join the Choir 15 
In melodious Streams of Love: * 


* 8 1 


Utterly diſclaiming Merit; 

| Praiſe the Father and the Son, 

Jointly with the Holy Spirit, 
An Eternal THREE in ONE! 
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po Es printed and Printing; To be Sold 
= byls aac]acxson, at the Globe and 
Bible in Meath-ſtreet. | | | 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Now Preparing for the Preſs. 


HE 6th 7th and 8th Parts of PTETY 
I PROMOTED, in a Collection of the Dying 
dayings of many of the People called Quakers ; with ſome 
emorials of their Virtuous Lives and patient Suiferings ; , 
h which ſeveral will be added concerning ſome Friends 
n Ire/and and eliewhere, never before Printed. Price 
bound, 27. 24. 3 : "ee 
Memoirs of the Life of JOHN ROBERTS, Written 
by his Son DANIEL ROB REY Price 34. Stitched. 
A New Eng//þp DICTIONARY, Or, a Compleat - 
=T Spelling Book and Expoſitor of all the moſt Proper and 
== fenificant Words, and Tu of Art, now made Uſe of in 
dhe Exgliſ Language: The whole digeſted into Alphabetical 
order, and clearly explained; and to prevent a Vicious 
WE Pronunciation the Accents are placed on their proper 
HFyllables: Chiefly deſigned for the Benefit of 1 
Tradeſ-men, Artificers, Foreigners and the Fair Sex, who 
irre willing to learn to Spell truly and Read properly; being 
ſo fitted to every Capacity, that it may be a ready and con- 
tiinual Help to all that want to be Inſtructed in the Know- 
edge of Words. To which are added ſeveral other very 
uletul Alphabetical Tables; By J. J. Price bound 2s. 24. 
= The new READING MAD E EASY, {compiled 
55 1— J----.-) Containing ſeveral new Alphabitical 
7 Play-things for Children, and Spelling Tables, properly 
BY accented : To which are added a great Variety of Leſſons 
ind moral Inſtructions, adapted to the Capacities of Youth, 
with a pleaſant Deſcription of the World, of Various un- 
common Animals, and of the Kings of Englund: Price a 
bei ſix-pence, * 
KF ä e 
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BOOKS lately publiſhed, &c. | 
The True Practical Fxencu GRAMMA A 
 Compining + = =þ 

I. Exact and eaſy Rules for the Pronunciation. - 

II. A Syntax to render both Languages into each other 
with Propriety of Expreflions, according to the variou = 
Signifieations of every Part of Speech. ä = 

HI. A large Collection of the beſt and trueſt Idioms 
extracted from the moſt celebrated Writers. And. 

IV. A new Set of familiar Dialogues, in Frexcb and 
Engliſh ; including a Deſcription of the City of London. 

The whole treated of in an eaſy Method, and adapted 
for thole who deſire to be thoroughly grounded in the 
French Language. By L. GAUTIER, and recommended 
as the beſt Extant. Price 2. 24. vs FR 

A Phyſical Diſſertation on Drowning: In- which Sub 
merhon, commonly called Drowning, is fhewn to be a 
long Time conſiſtent with the Continuance of Life. To 
which is ſubjoined, the proper Meaſures for Recovery and 
Relief. With an Appendix, containing ſome Methods for 


PO: 
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the Recovery of thoſe who hang themſelves, and of Chil. 
dren who are ſuppoſed to be born dead. By a Phyſician, Wi 
Price a Britiſh Six-pence. | . 
Solomon's Temple Spititualized, Price 8d. „ 
A Diſcourſe on the Plague, ſhewing the Nature and 
Origin of that Piſtemper, with the Precautions proper to 
be taken for preventing Infedion. from other Countries, Wi 
the Method of ſtopping its Progreſs if it ſnould enter into Wl 
our Country, and the Cure of the Plague. By RICHARD Wi 
MEAD, Fellow of the College of Phyſicians, and of the Wil 
Royal Society, Phyſician to the King. Price. a Briti/ 
Six-pence. 1 CS. 5 
A Brief Hiftory of the Kings of 'Englgnd, 84. 
Brown's Engliſh Expoſitor, 15.1d. 
The Secretary's Guide, 8 d. | 
Goverment of a Wife, Price a. Britiſh 44 HE 
Inſtructions for right Spelling, Reading and Writing true 
Engliſh, By G. F. and E H. Price 8 d. 
Dr. Dell's Doctrine of Baptiſms. Price 3 fl. _ 
Grounds of an holy Life, with Paul's Speech to the Wl 
Biſhop of Crete. By HF. Tur ford. Price 8 d. 1 5 
The Li fe of David, a ſacred Poem, By T. Elwood, Price . 
R. Burc lay on Church Diſcipline. Price 6d. &. No +1 


BO OR& lately publiſhed, &c. 


N O Croſs no Crown, a diſcourſe ſhewing the Na- 

ture and Diſcipline of the Holy Croſs of Chrift, 
and that the denial of ſelf, and daily bearing of Chriſt's: 

Croſs is the alone way to the Reſt and Kingdom of 
God. To which is added, an account of the Living 
and Dying teſtimonies of divers Perſons eminent for 
their Greatneis, Learning, or Virtue &c. By Williem 
Penn, Price 2s. 6d. ; „ 

A Treatife of CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE, lately 
annexed to the Hiſtory of the Riſe and Progreſs of the 
People called Quaters in Ireland. Now Pubiiſh'd. 
{parately, and humbly recommended to the Conſi- 
deration of Chriſtians of other Denominations. By 
Johr Ruity M. D. 

A Hiſtory of the Riſe and Progreis of the People 
called Q:aters in Ire/and from the Year 1653 to 1200, 
Reviſed and enlarged with a Continuation of the ſame - 
Hiſtory to the Year 1751, with an Introduction de. 
ſcribing ſummarily the Apoſtacy of the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity from the primitive ſimplicity and purity, 
through its ſeveral ſtages, and the gradual retormation 

from thence — And a Treatite of the Chriftian Diſ- 
cipline exerciſed among the ſaid People. By Jeba 
Rutty M D. Price 6s, ditto gs. 54. 8 

Uteful Miſcellanies or Serious Reflections, reſpectin 
Men's Duty to God, and one towards another; wit 
Advices, civil and religious, tending to regulate their 
conduct in the various occurrences of human life, 
Publiſh'd for a general ſervice to Mankind. By . D. 
Price 6g. | | 

A Call to the Unfaithful Profeſſors of Truth, writ- 
ten by John E/tau2h: To which are added divers Epiſtles 
of the ſame Author ſtitch'd Price 4d. Lo 

A Difſertation on Pure Love, by the Archbiſhop of 
Camò ray; with an Account of the Life and Writings 
of the Lady Guion, tor whoſe Sake he was baniſhed 
from Court; and the grievous Perſecution the ſuffered 
tor her Religion : Alſo ſeveral Letters, concerning 

her Religious Ppinciples, and an Apologetic Preface, 

Price 24. 8 d. & | 5 
Principles and Precepts of the Chriſtian Religion, 
by way of Queſtion and Anſwer ; Recommended to 
Parents and Tutors, as a Catechiſm for the Ule of 
Children, By 8 F. Approved, and uſed by the Peo 
ple called Quakers, Price 44. & 4 
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BOOKS ately publiſhed, &c © 
A Catechiſm and Conſeſſion of Faith ; approved of 
and opined unto by the general Aſſembly of the Pa. 
triarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles, Chriſt himſelf chief 
Speaker in and among them (now uſed by the People Wil 
called Quaters.) 'Towhich is added an Expoſtulation 
_ and Appeal to, all other Profeſſors. By R. 3. 
rice 9d. | DN Ei „ =] 
The Great Audit, or Good Steward ; 'being ſome 
neceſſary and important Conſiderat ions, to be conſi. 
dered of by all ſorts of People. Taken out of the 
Writings of that late worthy and renowned Judge, 
Sir Mutthew Hale, Price 19. 7 3 
A Serious Addreſs to the People of the Church of 
Englund, in ſome Obſervations upon their own Ca. Wii 
techiim. Tenderly recommended to their Confidera- 
tion. By Jobn Jefrys. To which are prefixed ſome 
Paſſages of his life, written by himſelf. Price 4. 
An Apology for the true Chriſtian Divinity, as the 
ſame is held forth and preached by the Peuple called, 
in Scorn, Qzaters. By R. Burclay, Price 31. 6d. 
Some Fruits of Solitude, in Reflections and Maxim: 
relating to the Conduct of human Life, In two Parts. 
By V. Penn. Price lod. | | 
Piety promoted. In five Parts. Being a Collection 
of the Dying Sayings of many of the People called 
Quakers ; With a brief Account of ſome of their La- 
bours in the Goſpel, and Sufferings for the ſame. By) 
J. Tomiins. Price 3s. 3d. | 
Fruits of a Father's Love; being the Advice of V. 
Penn to his Children, relating to their civil and reli- 
ious Conduct. Price 5 4. . 
A Miſcellany, containing the Holy Bible in Verſe; 
the Siege and Sacking of Jeruſalem; Meditation of 
K. G. when at Sea; the Maiden's beft Adorning ; an- 
Arrow ſhot againſt Badylon; and the Triple Plea, 6c, 
Price 6d, Engliſh = ; 5 
A Journal of the Life, Labours in the Goſpel, and 
Sufferings of Toms Wilſon, Price 10d, 5 
The Life, Labours in the Goſpel, and Sufferings of 
John Barcroft. Price 8 d. | | 
A ſhort Hiftory of a long Travel from B«4y/on to 
Bethel. Price 1d. "20 = . 
Myftical Marriage between Chriſt and the Soul. 
Price 84. 20 by | —_ 
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